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II. OPERATIONAL CROUPS IN THE CHIMA THEATER, 1945
A, BASIC PROBLEMS AND AUTHORIZATIONS

Powr factors led to the decision to employ the 088 Operational
Groups in Central and Scuth China in 1945 and helped to determine the
way in which they were ultimately used in the field, Pirst was the
-general strategic problem faced by the Alliee after the Jepanese attack
on Pearl Harbor, Second was the political and diplomatic relationship
between the Western powera and the (hinese government, Third was the
rilitary position of the Jepanese forces in China, Fourth was the
concept of the role of psychological warfers which was decided upon
in 1942 end put into practice in the European campalgns.

Upon American entry into the wer there arcose ihe questidn of how
best to utilize available forces to defeat the Axis powers., 4&llded
policy-makers decided, after considerable discuasion, to concentrate the
rajor effort towards Eurcpe end then fniloﬂing the conquest of CGermany,
turn to the problem of defesting Japsn, In the meantime, forces in the
Far Esst would attempt to stem Jepanese advances and prepare the ground
for the later campaigns, The military reasons for this decision were
that the regular Allied military forces were umabtle to mount major
operations simultaneocusly against both Uermany and Japen., The Japansse
were militarily stronger in China than the Chinese snd able to dafeat
them in the fleld, but were nol powerful enough to achieve u decisive

success and remove them from the war, A stalemate onsued, brought sbout
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as much by Japanese wesknesses as by any particular Allied military
strength, The Alliss therefore selected psychological warfare as the
interim means of ettacking the Japanese.

The politicsl and diplomatic problem differed vastly from that
sncountered in Eurcope., In Burope the major Allied powers had to desl
with refugee governments who did not control any part of their home
territories and éonsequantly vere dependent on British and American
policy decisions and bn British and Americen supplles for what smsll
armed forces they were able to maintain in exile. Therefore, while
politicel and diplomatie problems did heve influsnce, they wera of
secondary'impartance.l In Chine, however, the situation was different,
The Chinese government remsined in control of & substantial portion of
its territory., It was maintaining in the field a large army in active
eperstions eagainst the Japenese, Since the Chinese governaent and
military forces dld represent z potential, if mt actual, means of
pressure against the Japanese, it was felt that much more consideration
must be given to Chinese sensibilities, In other words, therefore,
Chineae vicwa were able Lo exercise a greater influence on American and
British military policy then did the views of the refugee Turcpesan
governnents, The Chinese were elso particularly sensitive regarding
their treatment by the Western pewers.z All these fects made the
problenm of orgenizing Allied intelligence services &nd guererllla warfare

operations in China far more complex than had been the case in Europe.
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1, I% has been that a major Alllied mistoke was to sub-

‘ erdinate political and diplomatic factors in Europe to the
sllitary aim of defeating Cermany. The merits of this argu-
pent do not concern us here, The point here is that owing
to thelr refuges status and thelr dependence on the United
States and the Unlted Kingdom these governments-in-exile
wers unable to exercise any major influence on policy deci-
sions, Any governmant in control of the home territery under
scoupation was regarded as 8 puppet of the Qermsns and, of
courss, exercised no Influence,

2, Volumss have been written about the Chinese problem since these
svents, These have been notable as much for thelr heat as for
their light, It is not the purposs of this study to discuss
the case for treating the Chinese government as aquel or as
mibordinate, Buffice it to say that the Western powers did
trest it as an equal and that that decision influsnced greatly
the use mede of umorthodox warfere in general and the Operational
Emz; in particular during 1945, An example of the extremes
%0 which writers have gone in their trestment of the Chineece
question is to be found in War Report, Volume IT, 9. Writing
of the difficulties of mounting G5C operations in China, the
author spesks of itha Chinese government as follows:

%411 Americen activity in China suffered from the
soporific stmosphere pervading Chinese officlaldon.
Personsl self-interest and corrupiion, as well as
the partisan rather than nationsl policy evidenced
at levals of the Chinsse Nationallst Covernment,
nsgated any efficient sonduct of active warfare ageinst
dapan, The American program recelved Chinese coopera-
tion wherever it entailed supplying or expanding
Chinese sgencles, Thua the activiiles of Wavael Oroup,
hina, in bullding up Chinats internsl sscurity orgarizs.
tion, evoked ample cooperstion from the Chinese. On
the other hand, the 085 plan for on independent imerican
sscret intelligence service in China, even though this
would be almed at Japen and Japanese activities, was
tlocked at every turn.® )

Tt is permissible to raise the questior of whether, given the
situstion in Chine, the trestment of the Chinese govermment

sa subordinate snd the establishment of a truly indepandamt
fwrica intelligence servise would have produced betier results.
Phis is of course asswming that the picture drawn by thls writer
is sscurate, ' '

Approved For Release 2002/07/§t€ﬁﬁP72-001 21A000100190001-3



Approved For Release 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121AQ00100190001-3
-3~

The militery position of the Japanese in China in the spring of
1945 was in genersl terms as follows, The invaders held Manchuria and
the bulk of China proper north of the Yangtze River, Scuth of the
Yangtze they held the major ports, such as Canton and Swatow, the
major rail lines and rail jJunetlons, the bigger cities, and the major
river valleys. They had, as & result of their 19Lk offensive, succeeded
in establishing themselves in force and in controlling the major reil and
road system from the Indo-Chinese border northward through Nanning,
Liunchow, Kweilin, Heng-yang, and Changeshe, to the Yangtsze velley., ¥From
¥enning and Liuchow eastward they held the so-called "West River" valley
8s far a5 their coastal holdings in and around Canton and Hong-Kong.

The reglon was otherwise in Chinese hands, It was impossible for the
numerically superior but poorlye-equipped Chinese forces to expel the
invaders unalded. On the other hand, the Japenese were unsble to extend
their control beyond the sreas mentioned and to gain a decisive vietory
over the Ghineae.l It was thus evident that the situation was ripe for
the development of pasychological warfars cpsraﬁons, in particular those
of ssbeteze and guerrilla warfare.

Faced with this situastion and the factors discussed sbove, the
41lies had reached a major decision in 19h3. This was to keep Chinese
forces in setion Ywith as small an expenditure of American personnel end
squipment aar possible, w In February and March, 1943, the 0SS Planning
Group, the Joint Staff Plamners, and the Joint Chiefs of Staff turned
their attention to the problem cof #Asias and warfare sgeinst Jespan. The
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de ioo Tab A for map showhg Japanese and c‘hinaae held areas
i China south of the Yangtze River, Situation as of March,
395, when the Chinese Commando project wes in its early
ﬁw

Bee #ﬁh 3 for map nhmdng estimated diupoaiti.ona of Japnmu
- Army Grpund Forees in China, Situation as of 17 February 1945,
2% will e noted that estimated Japanese strength in central
- #nd pouth China was 13 Divisions and 11 Brigades, with a total
strength of 454,000 men, These units were distributed from  ~
- ‘gsiran Jelend and the Indo-Chinese frontier in the south to
_ ﬁmﬁ 100 miles north of the Yangtse River in the north and
: in the corriders already mentioned in the text,
ﬁ.ﬁo 'h this was the military situation as of early 1945, the same
ﬁwtemtiu were pr-scﬂt !.n 1943, when J.C.8. 2hS was

1. ﬁ;hrhi used in this discussion will bo fbﬁnd .in
- 088 Archives - Washington,.
igkg m;m-h_ M 2- 365 2&5-

: ‘-ﬁil eemhinu ﬂn&ea, recmendat:lons, ed the &Lroetiva.
~latter ap: ,km‘u,?mzraphl 23-31 inclusive of the Raggrt %
int Steff Planners, Om I Narch, 193, Captain Forre
e resved o Toe hoctotent Chie? of
: j_,, Operationa Diviaion War Depariment I,!onoral Staff; Adide
%8 %he Cosmander in Chief, 0‘. 8, Fleetj Directar of Strategic
- Services, The subject af’ this memorandum was: "Special Milltery
Fian for U,85. ?-ychologicnl Warfare Operations Against the
Japanese within the Asiatic Theater.” ?mgraph 1 stﬂ;eu

#1, The Joint naputy Chiefs of Staff have apprm& the
: recoansndations of the Joint Staf! Planners as conteined
“4n J.C.8. 2145, paragraphs 23 to 31, 1ne1usive.
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£, Yor a Slacussion of this srrangement, see 'fhr R m't Volume III
) ?»ﬁh 115-150 passim. The prason% di scusslon 18 intended

‘ "{n vide & sumary of the baslc problems and to indicate
ﬁi gee

thorisation under which the Operationsl Oroupe

functioned,
3, "&\%‘ was tho nbbmhtion for Sino Anerdcan Spe eial ?aehnica‘i
Shine or discnasion of 1‘&, see War E!E "

mm 11, 357-36!;, le15-lv50 passim,

Approved For Release 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72- 00121A000100190001-3

SECRE !



Approved For Rglease 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121A00100190001-3
i

result was J.C.8, Directive 2L5, March 31, }.9&3.1 The gtaff study
which led to this Directive departed from the basic premise that since
the major United States militery effort was to be in the European Theater,
spsychologlcal warfare offers a most affective msans for lesding assiste
ance to China." Japan, declared the study, had penetrated so far into
China, had "so wldely end thinly spread her forces, that on all sides the
Japenese are vastly outnumberaed by hostile Chinese. The Japanese inva-
gion of China has been crusl, Chinese hatred is bitter. All the inpla~
ments of psycholegical warfsre, especially sabotage, subverslon, and
guerrilla activities, will find the world's richest field in the China
Theater ! It was felt that here was a situation which offered the
possibility of maximuws return on minimum investment,

A cooperative working arrangement belween Americans and Chinese
wes already in operation in the psychologicsl warfare field.z This
was to be continued on the seame principles &s befere, which were to
use American equipment and training to ensble Chinese "agents, forces
and bases, to conduct every form of sabotege, secret attack, guerrilla
warfare, subversion and black propagenda against the Japanese.t This
effort was to be "in furtherance of actual or plemed military opera-
tiona® and was to be coordinated "by close cooperation with the theater
commander.” However, ultimate control iraa to rest in the hands of the
Chinese government, since the chief of 033 activities in the China
Theater was to prosecute psychological warfars "in cooperation with and
under the direction of" the Director of 5iAC0, Pwho ia under the direct

3

cormand of the feneralissimo, Chisng Kai-Shek,"” All 035 perasonnel and
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sobivities "in or concerned with China, Korea, Indo-China, and Thailand®
were to "be placed under the command of the Chief of 0.8.8, Activities,
Chine Theater.”

It has alresdy been shown ‘abovel that United States psychological
werfare operations had been subordinated to regular military operations,
| with operational control vested in the theater commandsr., This individual
hed the right to erploy it ui' not, a8 he saw fit. Plenning mntml»
had been vested in the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the 088 Planning Oroup,
with the 0SS having the responsibility for conducting psychological
warfare operations, To this rather complex picture wss added in China
the factor of subordination to control by SACO and ultimately by the
Chinese government, with the 0SS still charged with the responsibility
of sctuslly "prosecuting” psychologleal warfare operations. Once again,
therefore, the 0SS wes given responsibility without authority.
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B. 085 ORGANIZATION IN CHINA FOR OPERATIONAL GHOUP ACTIVITIES

A revised 08S Gensral Order, effective December 26, 19Lh, set forth
the prineipal parts of the organisation, following the prescriptions of
earlier 0S8 orders and J.C.S, Directives.® This order revesls that for
the first time there was set up within the 055 an "Operational Group
Command,* with functions separate and distinet from those of the Specisl
Operations Branch, These functions werse described in the following
terms:

fThe Operational Group Command shall be responsible for:
(1) The selection end tralning of operationsl nuclei for
the activation of resistance groups in carrying oub
guerrilla operations,
(2) Purnishing fighting of ficer patrols to invasion
commanders,
§3) Coup de main,
L) Attacking selected targets.”
It must be admitted that interest in this particuler Qeneral Order can bhe
merely technical, since these activities had been going on for some time
under the Specisl Operations Branch, It does, however, mark a further
development of the organizetion conceived by Donovan back in 191 and
the grant of an independent existence to the Operationsl Groups.

On March 16, 154L, an 0SS Ceneral Order set forth the "Orgamization
and Duties of Principel Officers of 0S5 Theater Estsbli shm.mt-s.“z It
11lustrates again the basic concept of psychologicsl werfare operations
dsfined earlier and provides the actual theater organization for the

conduct of such operations,.
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1, 0S5 Weshington, General Order Number 2, Revized.
Issued and Effective on December 26, 19LL.
B copy of this order will dbe found in
War Report, Volume II, h29-hlO.

2. O8S Washington, Genersl Order Number 37,
Issued 16 March, 19kl, effective 1k Merch, 19kh.
Ak copy of this order will be found in
085 Archives « Kumming,
xﬁg ™ 1) I
0SS CT+ GENERAL {to 1 Oct 19L5) #6A
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The order makes the point that the authority and responsibility of
the Strategic E‘sarvices Officer, who ia described as the officer in
command of each 055 Thester Fstsblishment, "is subject to the limlta-
tions imposed by the fact that the 055 theater establishment is not en
independent and isolated unit but is part of an organigation conduciing
coordinated operations in all theaters." Consequently, the organizstion
as a whole must Tunction so as to &l scharge similteneously its immediste
respona@bility to the individual Theater Commander and to the broader
requirements of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, to whom "the Agency iz ul=
timately ‘reepaﬂaible." This is of course a restatement of the vrinciples
laid down by the Joint Chiefs as far back as 1942, It should be remembere@,
too, that the situation in Chine wes further complicated by the delicate
guestion of Sino-American reletions and 1ts effect on military operations,

The Strategic Services Officer was to meske recommendations for plans
and policies to the Director of 0SS and carry cut recommended plans
subject to the control of the Theater Commander, He was te "carry on
all essentisl liesison with the U.S. Cormanding Genersl of hls Theater
and the Allied High Command thereof (if any) and procure from them whate
aver approvals are niecessary for 05F activities within the Theater."
Within 058 he was to exsrcise command and in particular wes direched
to 'make final decision as to the gotivities of each branch in his
theater," with the proviso that in case of a disagreemenmt with “a prin-
cipal officer on matters of policy® the Director in Washington was to
have the final power of decision. The complexity and delicacy of this
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task is selfesvident and 1llustrates the difficulty of waging warfare
by coalition and of trying to combine under one military cosmander bHoth
regular and unorthodox opersbtlons,

Among those wha were Lo assist him in the dischargs of these and
other functions wevre an Operstions Officer and a Training Officer, These
are of particular interest in connection with the Operational Group
activities, The Onerations Officer had the duty to "supervise and coor
dinate strategic eervices operations including specifically the operations
of S0, M0, OC and MU end any special operatlions not assigned Yo one of the
foregoing branches or afﬁces,“l This officer was to prepare recommenda=
tions Yeorcerning current snd proposed operations.” le was to have charge
of asteblishing requirements and making recommendations regarding the
perscnnel, supplies, and equipment needed for operstions, He was slso
to maintain liaison with similar Allied agencies, arrangs for interchanze
of information with Washington headquarters and "other theater establlsh-
ments concerning subversive operations," determine tralning guestions,
snd consult with the Training Officer concerning training progrsms. The
Training Officer was responsible for liaison with the Operations Officer
concerning courses and qualifications of recruits, He was to "obtaln
from field agents advice and suggestions concerning training,” meintain
liaison, for the purpose of exchanging information, with other U.3, and the
appropriate Allied asencies, and keep in touch for the same purpose with
the Schools and Training Branch of 058 in Washington. On Decerber 26,
19Lli, an 085 Special Order designated Colonel Richard P, Heppner, FA,

as Chief of 055, China Theater.a
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1. Ths above sbbrevistions stand for the following activities
and for the sake of convenisnce will henceforth be used.
& - Bpecial Operatlons,
MO - Morale Opsrations,
0O - Operstional Groups.
M - Maritime Unit.

2. 0SS Washingten Revised Special Order Mumber 26, Suﬁlmaub 1,
issued 26 December, 19LL, effective § Decerber, 19il.
Heppner succeeded Col, John G. Coughlin, Inf,, &s 088/China
. Commander, A copy of this order will be -found in 0SS Archives =
Eurming.
Reg. OP.1l.
0SS CTs OENERAL (to 1 Oct 19L5) #64,

1. Readquarters, Office of Strategic Servicses, China Theatre,
Gsneral Order Number 5, 2 March, 19l5.
A copy of this order and an 0SS5 organisation chart will be found in
088 Archives - Kunming.
Rag. OFele
088 CTv OGENERAL (To 1 Oct 19L5) #6A.
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In March, 1945, while planning for 00 sctivities was still in its
earlier stages, 055 Headgqusrters in the China Theater issued, over the
signature of the Strategic Services Officer, General Order Number 5.1
This order elaborated the organization envisaged in the eerlier documents,
It set up as a separate componant of the organisatlon an Operational

Group Command, It was to organize and train such Operational Qroups (not

farther defined or described) "as msy be specified by the Chief, 085,
Chine Thestre.," Decision concerning the employment of the 0Gs would,
of course, lie with the Strateglc Services 0fficer, depending on the
needa and desires of the Theater Commander and, more remotely, the

Joint Chiefs of Staff, The Operational Planning Board would have cone

siderable influence over 0SS decisions and planning for 0§ activity,

for it was given the responsibility for "integrating major operational
projects and plans for strateglic services with Army and Navy agenclies,”
for "initiating” and "developing, in conjunction with all opersting branches
concerned, &1l plans, programs, and docirines pertaining to strateglic
services activities originating from® (33 China Theater Headguarters.
Final decision, insofar as 085S was concerned, would of course rash with
the Stratesic Services Officer in his capacity of holding "command of

all 0S8 functions and operations in the China Theatre," Such waz the
rather brief deseription of 0G functions and of the machinery for putiing
into operation 00 activities. It will be noticed that within 088 the
lines of comrand and responsibility concerning 03 mabtiers are clear-cut
and simple, 7Tt was to vrove otherwise concerning other aspects of the

00 oneration in China,
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€. FARLY CONCEPTS AND PLANS: THEATER, 055, AND THE CHINESE

on Janmary 8, 1945, the cormander of U. 8, Forces in the China Theater,
neneral A. C. Wedemoyer, wrote to Colonsal Heppner that 088/China would be
under the dirsct control of himself and that 0385 was to "follow the 0.2,
fim3 staff channel for information, recommendation, coordination, and
coaparation.“l This declsion followed considerabls discussion concerning
the proper place for 053 in the Theater organizational structure. There
had been a racommendation that the Office be placed under the Argaistent
Chief of Staff, 0=5. Others had felt thet 0SS should be under (-2, and
atill others that it be mede a separate gtaff aaetian.2 The difficulty
was, of course, caused by the variety and complexity of 0S5 operations,
The final decision was in harmony with the principles 1sid down in earller
J.C.5, directives, since Wedemeyer could best control 085 operations if
he were its immediste commander,

on Januery 2h, 1945, Wedemeyer presided over an inter-sliied cone
ference on clandestine and quasi-milltary activities, In addition to
five British representatives there were present General Cheng kal-Ming,
Chinese Director of Military Intelllgence, and four of his colleagues,
Donovan, Heppner, and varioue others represented the United States. The
purpose of the conference was to lay down principles for the conduct of
clandestine snd quasiemilitary activities sgainst the Japsanesa in Shina.3
Yedsmeyer spoke as Generalisaimo fhiang Kai-Shek's Chief of Staff rather
than in his capacity a3 Commander of the United States Forces in the China

Theater. His position wlth regerd to eclandestine activities had been
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1. A copy of this letter will ke found in

2.

0SS Archives -~ Kunmirg,
0SS Ot GENERAL (to 1 Oct 19L5) #6i.

On March 1, 155, however, Theater Hesdguarters directed that
Theater (-5 assume the responsibllity of ccordinating all
clandestine operaticns in the China Theater, In this capacity
he was speclflcally ordered tos

%(1} Recelve and disseminate the weekly reports of all
quasienmilitary sand clandestine organizations of all
nationals epersting in the China Theater,

{2) Deal directly with sll sgencies under the operstionsl
control of the Commanding General, U, &. Ferces,
China Theater, and in s lisison capacity with such
other organisations which are no? directly under the
operationsl control of the Commanding Oenerel, U. S,
Porces, China Theater,

(3) Deal directly with Ceneral Cheng kei-Ming, the 0-2
of the National Militery Council, on all matters
relating to quasi-military or clandestine activities
of other nationale.

(4) Continus the present procedure whish requires the

_ submisaion of all gquasi-militery and clandestine
projects,

{5) Maintain closest possible coordination with Assistant
Chief of Staff, (-2, becanse the greater proportion
of the activities concerned will bs directly related
to Assistant Chief of Staff, 0-2,%

G5 was &lsc directed to coordinate "actions pertaining more

. partioularly to Assistant Chief of Staff, Ge3, snd other staff

gectiona® in the normal military fashion.

Headquarters, United States Forces, China Theater,

APO 879, 1 March, 19L5.

Memorandum Nusber L: "Quesi-military and Clandestine Organiszations,®
A copy of this memorandum will bs fourd in

RI/ARCHIVES .

Chungking - Reg, OP.1.
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2. {Continued)

On June 13, 1945 Thester Headquarters charged the (-3 section

with staff functions relating to 0SS "training, operation plans, and
corbat operations” and provided for dally lisleen visits between
055 angd G-3.

Headquarters, United States Forces, China Theater

AP0 879, 13 June, 19LS

Memorandum Number i, Change Number 1 "Quesi-military and
Clandestine Organisations,®

A copy of this change will be found in

088 Archives - Xumming.

Reg. OP,1.

083 CTs GENERAL {to 1 Oct 191,5) #64,

3. A transcript of this conference, for which the materisl for
this part of this peper is tsken, will be found in
0SS Archives - Kuwmming.
Reg, OP.1.
083 CT: OGENERAL (to 1 Cct 19L5) £84,
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determined the previous afternoon in a meeting with Chianm, Wedemeyer
complained that on his arrival in the Theater he had found & complete
lack of eoordination in clendestine activitiss, & aituation which both
Chiang snd he wers determined Lo remedy, Consequently, while the Chinese
were willing to allow continuation of activities slready under way and

to horor agreemsnhs already made, Wedemeyer atated that in the Dubture

the Oeneralissimo was going %o insist on ¥nowing sveclifically whab gebivie
ties were planned and on giving authorization for them., Chiang had
designated General Cheng Xail-Ming, his Director of Military Intelligence,
as his deputy for such matiers. Anyone desiring to begln an retivity,

or to bring into China acditional personnel or supplies, was to apply
either to Wedemeyer or to Cheng, They in turn would coordinate the re=-
quests with each other, Any unsuthorized activitles would be expelled
from the China Thealer,

The fecters upon which clandestine actlivitles would be dependent
reflected the complexity of the Chinese situation in its various aspects,
Poremost was the necessity of belng able bo support such operations from
the Lloslstiesl point of view., The Japanese controlied all major Chinese
norts, as well as French Indo-China. Owing to the conseguent distancaes
and “ransportation difficuliles involved In China operations,such a cone
sideration therefore loomed large in the thinking of boih Chiang and
Wedemeyer, Glandestine activitles were, after gll, in their view, bul
a part of ths total millitary gffort sgeinst the Japanese invaders, of

agual imvortance in the view of the high command waa the way in which
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unorthodox warfare operations were to be mounted, YHere the primary polnt
was that such operations must be used agsinat the Japaness., Wedsmeyer
emphasized this several times, He asked that the organizations represented
at the meating not "permit your agencies to become involved in discussing
Central Government policles or Communist policies" and that they not "make
aveilable to individuels, for example separate provinclal governors or
¢hinese war lords or special political parties, any assistance or materiel."
He warned that "sush action would be dangerous to you &nd your organization,
You must rot becoms imvolved in politics and local matters. I emphasiged

at the beginning of ocur conference that the (eneralissimo wants your
ectivities to be employed against the common enemy, the Jap," Wedemeyer's
finsl point was that he insigted that reguler reports of activities be

filed at Headquarters by &ll organigations, This was insisted on apparently
for two reasons, First, was the requirement that all operations be con- |
ducted only against the Japanese, Allied to thls was Wedemeyer's insistence
on strictly controlling operations, such contrel extending to anthorlzation
for specific asctivities., For instance, the Oeneral stated that “befere
clandestine activities like guerrilla faida ares undertsken agalnst a

certein bridge, for example, or operations against lines of communications
and important enemy inétallations, gll these must bs cleared through us,
through Gensral Cheng kei-Ming and myself." His insistence on control

was made clear at snother point in the conference and reflected the baslc
concept of unorthodox werfere as strictly subordinated to regular rmilitsry
operations, Wedemeyer declared that until such time 83 definite military
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plans had been formulated, clandestine activities were to continue, subject
to the foregoing limitations, much as they had been doing in the past,

In other words, more positive action would have %o awalt military decislons
on the high‘aat levels in the Chine Theater, This was indeed a far cry
from the originel concepts of guerrilla warfare. Wedemeyer expressed
these thoushis in theae wordss

97hers are no definite plans of opsrations for the next three months,
There may not be, We are preparing for certain military action,
consequently we cannot give you directives indicating gt this time
the contribution that you could mske in coordination with military
operations, We are trying to formulate overall plans thet we will
put into effect at times and places of our choosing not the enemy's.
That has not been sccomplished yet and it is going to require a
1ittle time. When we have a firm plan we will csll you in and in-
dicate what we propose to do, We wonld request your recommendations
on the contribution that you could make, Until thet happy situation
arrives, (I don't know whether it will be a month or two months,
nafore we can formulaste nlsns and cell you in for such integration),
until that time comes T will ask each head of clandestine orgeniza-
tions operating in the China Theater to submit to me not later than
Tuesday of oach week a report of activities, what has been accomp-
1ished, where, what personnel and equipmeni were involved, That will
enable me to point your effort toward more remunerstive targets. You
may get off the besm and if we know what you are doing we can better
affect coordination at lesast until that time arrives when we can
integrate the effort with a well quelified overall plan for the Chinas
Theater.”

In sum, therefors, unorthodox warfare oparations,l in terms of earlier
concepts, were restricted from the beginning in China by two hasic forces:
the necessity of deferring, as s matter of policy, to the wishes of the
Chinese government; and the concept of unorthodox warfare as subordinate
to regular military operations snd under the control of the Theater
ﬁommderaa

The duties of the 088 in the Chins Theater were made more precise

by Wedemsyer in a directive dated February 6, 1%5.3 This may be regarded
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as the 055 charter for operations in China, The first paragraph reaffirmed
the nowefamiliar principle of control by the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the
Thester Commander by reference to J.O.S. 155/11/d and any and all amendments
ﬁhereta.l Yedemeyer directed that from the organizationsl point of view
0SS was to be a separate command, For coordinetion purposes, 085 would
work with both =2 {Intelligence) and G-3 (Operations) end would "have
the sama status as a speclal steff ssction."

The directive defined the 0S5 mission in the China Theater pracisely
{and thus limited i%), bub left two famlliar "escape clauses" which might
permit the mounting of operations not specified elsewhere in the directive,
The 0S8 was to coordinate with Wedemeyer's apprapfixte staff section "the

conduct of all of its activities, the more important of which ares.. "2

The second “escape clause® is contained in the final paragraph of the
directive, which lists as a mission of the 053 "The performance of such
speci gl tasks, activities or operations as may be required for the accomp=-
lishment of the missions above described." Thus, while in the other para-
graphs the 0SS mission was spelled out in detall, here was authority for
other operations as yet wndefined,

The "more important® 035 activities were precisely defined in the
other paragrsphe and present at leest one item of interest to the congept
of wnorthodox warfare, These activities were: to develop and expsnd the
085 communications networkj to accumulate, evaluate, snalyze informatlon
concerning the enemy and enemyeoccupled territories and Lo prepare studies

on those subjectsj to lower enemy morale and raise the morale of friendly
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1.

2.

3.

1.

2.

The term “"unorthodox warfars gperations® as used here should
be consldered as applying only to the Operational Crowp
activities, since this paper is not concerned with other
aspacts of 0SS operations in the genersl field of secret
intelligence and psychological warfare,

See discussion above (Section "A" of this paper) concerning
the great difference between the problem of desling with
Allied forces representing occupled areas in Europe and that
of desaling with the Chinese Government,

Headquarters, United States Porces, China Theatar, APO 879,
Operational Dirsctive No. L "0SS Operations,” & February, 19kS.
A copy of this direciive will be found in

088 Archives - Kumming,

Reg, OP.1.

088 £T: GEMERAL (to 1 Oct 19L5) #4A.

See Paper No, I of this series for discussion of this and
earlier J.C.8, directives regarding the funciions of £38,

Emphasis supplied, The listing which fellows cannot, in
view of these words, be a definitive one,
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alements in occupied territory; to collect sscret intellicence by means
including both espionage snd counterespionage, In addition, the following
paragraphs &re of lnterest:

"a, The organizstion, supsrvision and direction of guerrilla
activities or tspeciel operations' designed to effect the
physical svbversion of the enemy indlwdlng sabotage, the
organization, direction and conduct of guerrilla warfare,
direct contact with and support of resistance grows hoth
underground and open, and the equipping and training of
such personnel as msy be required to cerry out such
activities,

b, The delay and harassment of the snemy, snd the denial to
him of the use of lines of supply and cormunications and
atrategic facilitles wherever located,"

These paragraphs are of particular importance, because of the use, in the
first of them, of the following clasuse: ®including ... the organisation,
direction and conduet of guerrills warfare,.." It w1l be recalled thst
J.0.8, directives in 19L2 and 19L 1 had speclfied that the role of American
suerrilla foreces would be 1limited to support snd training, and the furnishe
ing of "operational nuclei.,® Here, however, the way 1s laft open for
American forces actuslly to conduct guerrills warfare as units. Regardless
of the direct role vhich the 003 played in the European operations of
World War IT, wherein, it wlll be rec2lled, whole units were sent in

in seeming contravention of the "operatlonsal nuclei™ doctrine, hers is
implicit authorization for a depariure from that former limited authority
for the conduct of guerrilla warfare. Purthermore, the sscond of the
paragraphs quoted above includes no limitation at sll on the use of Amer-

iean personnel, In short, therefors, the way is left open for the conduct

of guerrille warfare, insofer as this particular document is concerned,
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either by purely American units or by Chinese and American paraonnel in
some sort of cooperation, With the issuance of Operatlonal Directive
No, L, 088 had & firm besls of suthority for the plaming of operations.
While the events discussed above were taking place the Q55 waz drawe
ing up plans for the COs, or Chinese Commandos, Donoven addressad on
Februsry 2, 1945, 2 memorandum to the 088 commander in the China Theater,
in which he discussed what in his view wera the nesture and possildlities
of morthodox wari’am.l This document is a re-statement of Donovan's
doetrine of guerrilla warfare. He did not mention the question of gontrol
of swch forces, but confined his statements to matters of substance., He
stated thet in his opinlon the chief wedktnses of the Japanese in China
wae theoir dependence on long railrcad lines snd described this dependence
a8 their "weskest resistance link,® Proper use of the conmendos would
ensble them to combine Ydisperaal aslong the line of track and concentration
at selected points,"* Thus, the Allies would bhe able to "impose upon the
enery & passive defense confined to that rallway, This will give him flanks
but no front," One advantege, among others, of operaliocms of that type, would,
in Donovan's opinion, be Yio condition the enemy psychologleslly for the
larger operations to comu." Above all, stated the D58 Director, "unnecessary
battles with resultant casusitles® mnst be avoideds The "sssenoe of
irregular werfars" was swmed up under three headingss

g, To awoid attacking pleces because of thely inability to
foree a daclaion, '

t, To avoid the defense of 2 line or point for the same
Teastn,
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1, Memorsndum, Director, 0SS5, to (hief of 083, Chine Thester,
2 Pebruary, 194S. 1A copy of this memorandum will be found in
0SS Archives - Kunming,

Res, DP. 3,
Projectss BOSTON, Administration, ste, 1h9a,

17

1. Outline Plan for the Formetion, Training end Use of Chinese
Army Commando Units, (Revised) 3 Pebruary 1545,
& copy of thiz decument will be "bmﬂ in
088 Archives = Kuming.
DEB P2,
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c. Thoir value lies in their depth, in their asbility to hit
and get away, to siing and run.”

Such were Donovan!s ideas on irregular warfare as restated in February,
1945, to which the NG commender in China subscribed, These are of interest
in view of other contemporary concepts of such operitions and in view of
the use actuslly made of the Chinese commandos.

On February 3, 1945, the 0S5 addressed to Wedemeyer an outline plan

1 In its memorandum (0853

for the use of "Chinase Arwy Commando Unita.®
nroposed the creation of commende units from within the regular Chinese
frmy. These would number twenty in 11, with two hundred men per unit,
not including American persomnal. Only volunteers of "ihe higheat possible
type of officers and men, both physically end mentally that sre avallable"
would be accepted, The document stated that "ithis personnel should be
of a cslibre that the Generalissimo would be proud to have known as the
thensral issimots (sn Commanded ,® Fach wnit would be divided into four
sections, of fifty men each, Chinese sources would provide uniforms,
praefersbly with a sperial insignia, while OSE would yrovide wmniforms
for the training preried, The Chinese would provide rations, while 058
would supply the following equipment (pending submission of a definitive
Table of Bouipment): '

"Por man -1 rifle, Springfield - with sling

v on - 1 belt, web

L - 1 first gid pecket

% gection « 2 launchers, rocket

" n -« 2 morters, 6C rm,

" u ~ ¢ BAR's

" " - I BAR amrunition olips®

In addition, 088 undertock to provide ammunition for the egbove weapons,

demolition, enzineering, and Signel Corps supplles plus any required
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vehicles, These would be drawn "elther from (08S stocks in Calcutta or
theater stocks in Calcutta or Chins,” A headquarters staff would handle
planning, sdministration, and supply. All operations would be directed
by the Theater Commander, Deteliled plans of field cperations "pursuant
to these diractivea" would be submitted to Q«3/USFCT for approval.

083 would undertake to provide experlienced Awerlcan personnel to
administer training to the Chinese, to "assist Commando inits in conducting
their operations in the field,” and to zasist wlith combat Intelligence
and medicel ald in the field, This &merican personnel would be under the
command cf Lt, Colonel Alfred T, Cox, who will be remembered as the
commander of one of the "French" (Gs already discuseed.l His duties
would we to conduet the training program "awi provide personnel %o
gasist the Commandos in conducting thelr opevations.” (35 declared it=
self ready ta‘maka avery effort Lo begin training within thirty doys of
Thester'e approval of the ahove plen, This plan was spproved by Wedemeyer
on 16 February 1945, in a letter to Heppner, thus removing the last
obstacles to the estahlishment of the 00 progrem in China.z

Each of the four sections of each of the twenty commandos (or
elghty sections in all) would heve assigned to it ong Armerican officer
and two enlisted men, or a total of eighty offiecers and one hundred
sixty enllsted men., In addition, each of the twenty commandos would have
assigned to it one American officer, who would act as the commander of all ;
Lrerican persommel in the commando, a minimm of one intelligence of ficer,

one rmedical technlclan, and one radio operator, These would total forty
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1, Bee Paper Mo, I of this series,

2. letter, Wedsmeyer to Heppner, 16 Februsry 1545,
Subjectt Commando Units,
A copy of this letter will be found in
088 Archives -~ Eumming,
GSSQDPCZQ

1, Outline Flen for the Pormedion, Training and Use of Chinese
Arny Commando Unite, (Bevimed) 3 February 1945,
4 ecopy of this docunent will be fourd in
055 Archives - Tumming.
035.0P.2,

2, Memorendum No. 421, Wedemeyer to Chlang, Chungking, 10 February 19L5.
A copy of this document will be fourd in \
035 Archives = Kmngo
GG'QPQ!‘Q
G, USF, CT - Letters,
Polder #lS,
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officers end forty enlisted men., The totel of Arerican personnel assigned
to commando operations would amount to one hundred twenty officers and
two hundred enlisted men, The total strength of the twenty commando unite
wonld thersfore be four thoussnd Chinese officers and enlisted men and
threea hundred twenty American officers and enlisted men. This memorandum
J1d not touch on the problems of command, other then to say thet the
function of the American personnel weuld be to train the Chinese and
asaist them in their operstions, The inference is, of course, that command
wovld be exclusively in Chinese hands.l

on February 10, 1945, Wedemeyer addressed a memorandun to Ueneral-
issimo Chisng KaieBhek, in which he outlined briefly the commando plan
described in the 0SS memorandum and spproved by him, ‘e then asked
Chisng four questions bearing on commando affairs, answers to which were
necessary "prior te sny action leading to actusl orgsnizabtion and traine
1ng.“2 The first two guerles concerned Chiangt's wishes regarding the
possibility of giving the commandos & special neme and special uniform,
These vabther secondary cuestions were followed by two othars of eonaiderabla
importance. First wes the question of Chinese personnel, Wedemeyer asked
whether Chisng would "authorize the very highest tiyve of soldiers snd
officars to he selected from the regular Chinese Army, including those
now baelonging to any specisl corps - such as parachutists?? These should
be voluntesrs and, since "in this tyve of operation the individual wust
be canable of acting independently at times," of the highest type of

soldier., Second was the guestion of command, Wedemeyer asked whether
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chiang would anthorize the commandos to "operate under Lhe commemd of
the Commarder-in-Chief Chinsae Ground Forces, Jenarsdl Ho Yingechin,®
&lthoush the avestlon of command within the cemmande had not yet boen
specifically answered, the forepoing cuestion eliminsted all doubt as

to who, Chinege v fdmasvicans, would hold overall commend of the commando
operatlons,

A little more thsn one menth lster, Minlster Chon Chaeng, of the
Fxecutive Tuan of the Chinese Ministry of Wer, trenamitted to the Amerlcans
the Oenerslissimots snawers to Yedemeyer's qamztinns.l Chisng asread in
principle to the Awzrican proposels regsrding commando organization snd
duties. In answer to the four specific gnestions, the Chinsse nrovided
a speclal Chirnese neme for each of the twenby units, but specified that
the commandos should wesr the ordinary Chinese uniform with special
collar badgaa.z Tn snawer to Wedemever's other two ouestions, Chlang
acceded bo the American request for particularly high-type parsonnel
and mggesiad thet when organized the commandos should Ybe placed wnder
the ssle comuand of Noneral Ho Ting-chin," The fleneralissimo stated
that Chinese persomnel, who would be selected from the Chinege Alpha
Army and from a paratroop resjiment in Kurming, would be available on
April 10 and April 20 respectively,

By the end of February, 195, therefore, the besic questions of
whebher or not there would be any comrando operstions had been settled
by the Americans znd the Chinese. Their role in forthconing operslicns
had been venerslly determined snd their basic organization and equipment

tantatively declded,
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1, (Tranalation) Ministry of War, Executive Yuan, Memorandum
Chen Cheng, Minister, to Wedemeyer, Chungking, March 15, 19L5.
A copy of this document will be found in
0358 Archives - Kunming,
Reg. Op. 3.
Projects: BOSTON, Administration, etc, 1l9a,

2. The collar badge was described {in an snnex to the memorandum)
as followa:

"l. Red sun stands for Japanm,
Blue back ground stands for China,
White arrow stands for Commando Units..

2« Arrow shot through the sun may be interprated as mean-
T ing 'Plercing into the heart of Japan by Commando Units?
and imdicstes that the Japanese Emplre is sure to be

crushed,. ‘ '

3. Collar badges of officers will besr a yellow colored rim,

L. The collar badges as suggested is as bright in color as
it iz clear in meaning.”

21

1. "A MEMORANDUM OF THE AGREEMENT WITH COL., WILLIAM P, DAVIS
AND ALFRED T, COX CONCERNING THE EQUIPMENT, THE TRAINING
ARD THE ENLARGEMENT OF THE CHINESE PARATROOPS," signed
"Maj, Gen, H. P, Lee Commander of the lst Parz, Regiment,”
No d‘u .
and
Headquarters, Office of Strateglc Services, China Theater,
Operations 0ffice, A.P.0, 627, 12 March 19& 2 Subject:
Approval of Agreement, as Revised, Addressed to General Lee.

Coples of these documents will he found in
088 Archives = Kunming.

Reg, OP.3

Projectss BOSTON, Adwinistration, ete, 1.9a.
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21 (continued)

2, The Americsn comment on tiis passage wass “This may well be

correct, but Generzl Ho hes indicated that he will declde
gusstions of oommand.”

It will be recalled {see sbove) that a few days leter Chiang
declded that Ho would ewercise command over the units,
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A meries of planning meetings between Cox end the Chinese culminated
in & "memorandum of the agreement” in March betweeon 085 asnd the Chinese
military authnrities., This document was Jrawn up by Ceneral U, ¥, lLee
(also "Li"), the Commanding General of the First Chinese Parachute Regiment,
and on March 12 was aporoved with revisions hy Celonel Williem P, Navis,
the 083 Oneraticons Officer,* Just as Oparaticnal Directlve Yo, i may be
rogarded as the "charter® for 085 operations in Chinae garevrally, so can
thig sgreement be consideread as the Mchertar" for the OGs, since 11 sets
forth the basic principles regarding adminisiration, supnly, training,
and command,

Arreerent was reached that a parachube school, to be commanded
by Lt, Col. Luclus G, Rucker, Jr., wovld be established, probably near
Konming, Demolition training, Jdriving practice, tecticzl operational
trainineg, and so on were to be handled by Lhe Amevicens, The Chinese
Pirset Parechute Perirent weg sslected as the recrviting-ground for
comrendo personnel. Tn the words of the Chinese memorandum, these
recrnits wuld be Ychesen from among the soldiers who have the experience
In operations, or the stuadents who ave well-educatsd, bub they must
te good in heslth and the wolunteers, #Among them, the medlical technielans
and the radio onarators Wlll e chosen 8lso,"

The nroblem of command, which wes to c¢euse great controversy later
on, was discugred in the following %Lerms:

"aa the i[5, officers and perszonmel come fo joln the unii for

training and operastion, thay will have 2 H,4Q. for commending their
ownt men, HBut their orgenization i3 somevhat like an advisory

group to the Chinese commando, and atiteched to it also., They cen

intervene nalther the Chinese executive nor the Chinesze p@r&mnnel."g
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Thus, in accordance with Theater policy, was definitively setiled the
basic queation of whe should command the unite in {ralning and in the
fields Another thorny gquestion was that of aupplies and smuipment.
It will be recalled that 035 had originally proposed to Theater to
supply weapons, empunition, demolition equipment, and vehicles, The
Chinese memorandum had this to say on the question of supply:
"4is to the oroblem of subsistence, Lt. Col., A, T, Cox says that
he will like to solve it for us, At least U, 8, Gov, can furnish
vitemins, carpets, ete, to us.®
The &merican reply to this statement became the officisl decision, although
the Chirsae continued to feel that their position was the correct ona,
The Davis letter stateds
"The U.8, will furnish arms, ammunition, demolition, certain items
of field aquipment, and vitamins, It cennot undertake to furnish
rations, uniforme, etc., which must be supplied by the Chinese
govermment,”
Davis reiterated that the United States would arm the commandos, but
thet it could not "undertake to arm and equip the Chinese headquarters
which will be charged with the administration of the commandos,t
The final document in this serles concerned with basic plans is
Operational Directive No, 10, addressed to Heppner by Q&demayer.l This
directive 1s dsted April 27 and indicates, just about three months after
the Jenwary, 1945, "olandestine conference,” thet Theater plamning for
the O0s against the Japanese was sdvancing,
Wedemoyer directed that all twenty Commando units mumt be ready lor

operations by August 1, 1945, and ordered 0SS to submit by May 1, 1945,
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1. Neadguarters, United States Forces, Ching Theater,
AJP.0. 879, 27 April LS. Operational Directive No. 10,
to Cormending Offiver, 0S5, Headquarters, U.8. Forces,
China Theater, APO 879,

Acopycfﬂxu document will be found in
0BS Arechives - Iuming._

Reg, OP,3

m&utn aasmn, Administration, i'bc. 1&9&.
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a schedule showing in what way it was going to conduct the iraining
program so as to meet the required deadline, 085, furthermore, was to
adhere to the stipulations conteined in Chiang's letter of March 15
relative to the 00n {aee above for discussion of this letter), The
key paragraphs of this directive deal with the nrotlems of supply ard
command and are as follows:

#h, You will be in direct control of the training of these units
and will supervise and assist in their organisation and in
the supply of equipment to them, Upon ithelir readiness for
combat they wlll be assigned to the Alpha Force snd come
under the operational sontrol of that Force, General Ho
Ying-cghin,

5. After these units have been assigned to the Alpha Force
8ll of your deslings with these wnits will be forwarded
through the Commanding Genersl, Chinese Combat Command,
You will establish liaimon with that officer in order to
facllitste sadministrative and supply precedures,
6. When sach Command Unit ham completed its organizstion and
training and is ready for operations you will so notilfy,
in writing, the Commander, Alpha Force through the Commanding
(teneral, Chineae Combal Command, with information coples
to this Headquarters,”
It will be noted, in concluding this discussion of genersl plans for
0G operations, that 0SS was removed from any control cver them, beyond
supply matters, once they had been trained, for they were to come under
the operational control of Gensral Ho Yingechin amd his Alpha Force,

By the end of April both Theater and 055 plans for 00 operations

were well under way, with the cormmsndos belng loocked upon as adjuncts to

the activities of the Chinese armies and their American military advisers.
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D, CHINESEAMERTCAN RELATIONSHIPS AND THE CHINESE COMBAT GOMMAND

Tt 15 necessary, before disomnsging actusl 00 organiazetion, train-
ing, and operatisns, to touch upon the matier of relations hetwasn
smericsns end Chinese, for they uvltimately proved to he a sonrce of
A fMeulty in the contuct of 'ﬂald’ operations, It will be reecalled
thet in China, owing to the contrel of large parte of the country by
the duly constituted Chinmse government snd owing to thet povernment¥s
gbility to maintsin a force in being sgainst the Invaders, the Allied
wilitary problem had far more siznificent diplomatic msepecte than was
the cesa in dealings with exiled regimes in the Eumpean Theater,

The orgsnization crsabed to handles the military relationship
hetwoan Americans and Chinese was the Chinese Corbab (.‘cmmancf.l Although
the 038 was not dirsctly responsible to 1t, the prineiples under which
it opersted and the 0S8 obligation to it concerning the OG operations
{see sbove) rake it necemsary to discuss it st least briefly.

The (00 was orzanized to serve as the medlum through which American
technical adwice regard‘tﬂg operetions, treining, snd other matters wos
o be brenamitted to the Chinene, The organization and its role ware
- Heounssed at some length by Wedemeyer in a letter to all Urlted Dtates

officgrs cone erned,a

Thias latter begmn by defining the COC as follows:
 "The Chirese Combat Cormmand (translatad by Chinese as 'Chinesc-Aperican
Lizimon Command®} includeaz a1l U, B, personnel assigned Lo Chinese Combat
forces in the fleld," There were a headquarters at Chineae Suprewe

Command Headnusrters and complements of American officers snd wen assigned

to Chinese army groups, armies, and divisions, The individusl cadras
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1, PFor the zeke nf convenience, the cbbrevietion "CCC® uﬂl
henceforth be used.

2, Headquarters, United States Forces, Chins Theater, AP0 879,
18 Pebrusry 19h5, AG 353.02. Subjects Letter of Imstruction
- to A1l Y.8, Officers Serving with the Chinese Combat Command,
Tot A1l U,.8, Officers Concerned.
Ak copy of this document will be found in
088 Archives - Kumeing.
USF/CT CCO { Chinese Combat Command) Fl22,

The text of the foregoing document wlll be used for purposss
of this & scussion, OCther versions of the seme letier will
be found in
0SE Archives - Kanming,
085.0P.1,.

- Theater nircctlm.
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wers known as "U, 8., Combst Sections (%translated by Chinese 3s 'American
Liaison Section or Group!).® Air<Ground Liaison Sectlons rounded out the
{CC organization,

The CCC mission was defined in these terms: "to aassist and advise
Chinese Commsnders of each echelon %o which sssigned, and to gulde Chinese
training.? ZAmericen officers, consecquently, ware specifically forbidden
to "exercise commsnd over Chinese forces, The degree of influence that
they may sattain over the Chinese to whom they are associsted is entirely
dependent upon each individusl's tact, patlence and professional knowledge,”
American of ficers were consequently aﬂjuredl,to make suggestions which "will
be constructive in natuwre and will be made in 2 spirit of helpfulness and
coopeyration.” |

Since the Amsricans could under no condltions exercise command over
Chineas forces and since, on the other hand, they had a definite responsibil-
ity to advise and guide in training and operations and to ensure that
United States resources were belng utilized "agsinst the enemy in the
most effective manner,” there were bound to be problems of dlsagreement
over policy, These were foreseen in this letter and the following solu-
tion provided. |

"JeS, Officers will make specific recommendations to their
respective Chinese Commanders in important matters such as
thoge requiring definite decision on the part of the Chinese
Commander which will sffect the ultimate combet efficlency
of the Chinese forces. If thess recommendations are disre~
garded the U,5, officer concerned will submit within 2L hours

a complete and detalled report to hie next senior U.8, officer,
In the same manner the Chinese Commander 18 requlired by
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directive from the Ceneralissimo to submit a detalled report
to hie next senlor Chinese Commander. The two individusls,
that 1s, the next senlor U,8, officer and the next senior
Chinase Commander, will attsmpt %o resolve the matter, If
no agreement 18 reached, 1t wlll be referred to the next Y,8,
and Chinese command level ard so on, if necessary, until it
reaches the Commanding feneral, China Theater and the General-
issimo, 7Tt is of the utmost importsnce that this procedure
be strictly adhered to by a1l personnel both U.5, and Chinese,®
A Chinese document accompanying the Wedemeper letiter spelled out
the mission and position of the CCC in wore detall, The Chinese version
of the CCC misslon mave Ho the Armericans & congiderable number of duties
to perform. They were to advise the variocus Chinese commanders to whose
units they were to be essigned, More specifically, the CCC merbers were
cherged with the following misaion:
"(b) Guide, and meke recommendetions regarding, the work
of equipment, training, communiocation, correspondence,
transportation, supplies, mediocsl service, ordnance,
englneering, and all matters pertaining thereto. Approwval
of the commending officer of the hesdquerters concerned
mist be cbtained beforehand relative to the allocation
snd distribution of supplies.,”
They might "suggést“ plana for opsrations, but in each case the final
decision was reserved for the Chinese, In case of disagreement, the
Chinese document provided for the same system for resolving differences
a8 quoted above from the Wedemeyer letter, Although the American elements
in the commandos were not specifically under the direct comand of the
CCCy they nevertheless, as shown above,l had a responsibility te it,
They were therefore governed by the genersl principles according to
which the CCC wss bound to operate, since thay, too, wers American

personnel cperating in the Chine Theater and with the Chinese,
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1, 8ae Section {, of this paper.
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The conduct of warfare by coslition i3, as has been remarked before,
& difficult art at best, for the military and diplomatic interests of
the parts are often as& strong &s, or at times stronger thasn, the interests
of the soalition as a whole, The aituation in China was extrenely complex,
owing to four factors, Flrst was the rdlitary situation in China, in
which the Jepanese invaders end Chinese defenders were about evenly
balenced as far as the quastion of a definitive military declsion was
concerned, This made it neceszary for the Chinese to cell for outside
sssistance. Second was the military situation in the world, which had
led to the Allied decision to concentrate the major effort in Europe
pending the defeat of the European and of the Axis., This in turn had
led to the Allied decision to confine Allied (particularly Amorican)
agsistance to the Chinese to a minimum of personnel, a maximm of
modern wespons of war, and the teaching of modsrn tactiecal principles,
Third was the internal politicel situation in China, While the central
sovernment of Chiang Kai-Shek maintainad nominsl control over the
whole of China, there were large parts of the country under the control
of sither the Commmnists or the guasi-indenendent war lords. These
Pactions were elther covertly or openly resisting control by the central
government, Fourth was the force of Chingse nationalism, which had been
increased by the long years of war against the invaders, While it may
be argued that the mams of the Chinese remsined lukewarm in this respect,
owing to centrel government ﬁuakngsses, there is little doubt that this

force was very strong in governmental circles, with whom the western
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sllies were desling, Consequently, insofar as the Westerners and Western
policy were concerned, this force of national feeling wes of considerable
importance,

These fsctors, tsken together with the single-minded Allied determina-
tion to subordinate everyihing to the purely military alm of defesting the
Japanese both in China and elsewhere in the Orient, led to what some people
called s undue deference to the wishes of Chiang KaleShek., Since this is
so, the lialson agreemant discussed sbove was g natural result. While such
an arrsngerent might have proven workable in politicael or diplometic matters,
it was to prove sbsolutely unreslistic and unworksble inscfar as the 0C
operations were concerned, Troblems of command requirs clearcut lines of
agthority,

The principies of the Chinese-imerican lisison agreement and the
prgsnieation of the CCC sre logical on the surface, Gr;a party to the
arrangement provides the manéowar, the other supplies wespons, train-
ing, advice, snd sssistance in operations, There were, however, serious
defects in the arrsngement from the point of view of the human factor,

By agreeing to the pact the Chiness admittsd implicitly, if not explicitly,
thelr own weskness and the superiority of American methods. This was
negated, ‘hmvar, by the explicit statement that under no circumstances
could the Americans exerclise commsnd funciions, either in training or

in operations, This negetion was clearly illustrated in the history

of the OC operations, as was slmost bound to happen, Im practice, elther
the Chinese abdicated their cormand function or else there was mending

friction, stemming from the Chinese willingness to accept im principle
advice from a better-informed party but their unwillingness in many
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instances to follow the advice, Thuz, operations tended to result

in at best a gualified success or else commeand passed and by default
into Americsn hands, wlth resulting dissatisfaction on both sides. 0O
operations therefore had indeed & rooky road to travel, as will be

shown in the discussion of theilr actual deeds.

E. OPERATION "CARBONADO® AND THE PROJECTED 0S8 ROLE THEREIN

During the late winter &nd early spring of 1945 the Allied high
command elaborated its military plan for expelling the Japanese from
South China, This campaign was considsred a necessary preliminary to
lster operstions ageinst them. The operationsl plan, known by the code
neme CARBONADG, proposed to drive the Japanese eastward from the Narming
region and capture the strongly~defended Csnton « Hong Kong area, In
8¢ doing the high comrend propesed to use the 00s to asaist snd supplee
ment the efforts of the regular Chinese armies and their American advisers,
Before anything could be done, however, the Japsnese wolunterlly evacuated
Hanning and begen s slow sd.thdrawgl eastward towards Centon and Hong Kong
snd northwerd from Kvweilin. Conssouently, CARBONADO underwent various
modifleations, without, however, losing its easezma.l

On June 10, 1945, Headquarters, United States Forces, China Thester,
isgued, over Wedemeyerts signature, an operationsl dirsctive governing

modified operation csaammo,a Thig stated that modifloations were RBw

necessary in CARBONADO, becsuse the Japanese withdrawal from Hamning
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1. 8ince this paper is concerned rot so much with the regular
military campaign as with 00 activities in support of iy,
it will suffice here to indicete the genersl fasturea of
the CARBONADD plen and what the high command felt it ree
quired of the 00s. This discussion will not, therefore,
undertske to analyse the various modifications in some
features of CARBONADO which the merch of events forced
upon the Allied high command,

2. Headquarters, United States JForces, China Theater, AP0 879,
10 June 1945: MODIFIED OPERATION CARBONADO, Thia was ad-
dressed to: Commanding General, Tactical Headquartersj
Commanding Oenerzl, Services of Bupplys Commanding General, .
Chinese Combat Command; Commanding General, Fourteenth Air

Force.

A copy of this dooument will be found in
088 Archives = Eunming,

Folder #8l - CARBONADO,

TOP SECRET. A. RQEQ Op._ 6&

1. 8ee Tsb *A" for four maps:

The firet of these meps is a situation mep as indicated, with the
Japanese-held aresa shown in ysllow, This map will also be
helpful for locating placeenames mentioned in the text, for follow-
ing the general lines of action envisaged in Operation CARBONADO,
and for cbtaining a broad picture of the areas inm which the 00
teans were to operate. o :

The other three maps will be helpful in cbtaining an appreciation

of the strength and dispesition of the Japanese forces in Chins
in 'l!‘l)‘ 1’&5* '
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taonbined with the indlcetion of an early abandonment of the entire
enemyeheld corridor North from WANNING to HENGYANG and Fast via WEST
RIVER to CANTON has virtuslly eliminated Phase I of Operation CARBONADO."
Consequently, 1t was dirscted that a buildeup of Allled forcas in the
Nemning bsse ares be pursued qulickly "ie facllitate the earlieat possible
{nitiation of the assault on CANTON/HONOKONG," the capture and consolidae
tion of which, "as a base for subsequent operations against the Japanese,”
remained thé final ah;}active.l

Enemy capsbilitlies were estimsted as limlted, He could put up
2 "limited defense in the NANNING-LINCHOW-EKWEILIN area by a maximum
force equivelent to 1% Combat Divisions." He could launch a limited
objective attack against the south flank of an esstward Allied drive,

He could nndertske offensive action "with the equivslent of 2 Combatb
Divislona" againat an Allied effort to selze Fort Bayard (en the Lulchow
Peninsula), He could, "at great effort and expense to current plans,®
concentrate forces "for the purpose of reopening Corridor south of
HENCYARG and/or an offensive against CHICHIANG.® And, finelly, he was
judged capable of & "determined snd effective” defense of the Cantone
Hong Kong area,

The Allied plen developed with these enemy capabilities in mind,
Tho Operetional Directive for the modified CARBONANO operation provided
for "preliminary steps® to be taken Yat once,® Chlef among these was
to be the securing and consolidation of the Liuchow, XKweilin, and Tanchuk

arsas "as bases for operationa" agsinst Canton and to render airfields
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in that general arses noperationsl for sir dafenge and for maximm sir
supply.® Next in importence was the necessity for maintaining pressure
against the Japanese withdrawing towards Canton end the effective cone
tinugtion of the Arerican training and ecuipment program for the Chinese,
The first phase of the main effort had sssigned to it the target
date of September 1 and was to comprise sn sdvence on Canton slong the
West River sard an sffort to "saften-up grincipal enemy stmngpcints"
in the Canton avea by sir, and posasibly sea, homhardment, Phase II
hed as its target date November 1 and was %o captur% and consolidate
the Canton - Hong Kong area, Al the same time, a "defansive and
diversionary" effort was to be to "remain on the active defense in the
PAOCHING~CHANOTE~ZWEILIN area by blocking &ppro aches from CHANOSHA-HENGYANG
srea.” Coupled with these was to be & Hoontributory effort,® to consist
of "inteneified guerrills end aggreszsive commando operations,” These 1&&’5
wers not further desciibed at this %Hime,
Mr and logisticsl operations were tied to the abave princinples
of the forthcoming cempaign, The former were to give tactiesl support
to the ground troops, maintsin air superiority ower ths gone of opera-
tions, and to interdict the enemy's commvnications end destroy his instale
lations, The latter were to include the “rapid develorment of the avail-
able airflelds in the NANNING, LYUCHOW, KWEILIN and TANCHUCK arses, as

they become availabl®, to recelve shipment of troops, sguipment and
1
supplies.” Tenchuk 1o particular was regarded &s important, since it
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1. The Angiicised spslling of Chinese names varies considerably..
No effort will be msde here to standardise them, since the
refersnce is invariebly clear,

32

1, This dcument will be found in
085 Archives ~ Kumning,
Folder #8} - CARBONADO.
0P SECRET. A, Reg, Op. 6.

There were sevaral of these plans. Since this paper is concerned
primarily with 00 opsraticns and only secondarily with plans,
detailed discuszion of changes in operational plams will be
onitted,
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wes specifically namsd for development %as soon &8 possible to afford
maximum sir support and elir supply to this oparation.®

Such wers the chief elements of the plan for clearing South Chinm
of the Japanese, The OG role was contributory in cherscter and was
to be in direct support of reguler militery operations, Of the twenty
commandos organized in China, three were eventuslly used in the cepture
of Tanchuk, a fourth to dlsrupl the eneny in the Changshe area, and &
Pifth for the same purposas in tha West River velley, The relationship
petween their eventual use &nd the requirements of modified CARBONADO
is clear.

It will be recelled that one of the major themes of this series of
papers is the question of how the (Gs were to be used, There waa &
feeling that in Europe they had perhaps not been used to best advantage,
because their original purposs had been changed, and rot for the betler.
Consequantly, it will be of interest to see in what wey they were used
in the 1545 cempeign in China. |

085 hed received notification that Theater expected to employ the
Ofis. Consequently, concurrsntly with the development of Thester plans
for the forthooming China cempaign, 058 begen in the esrly spring to
formulate its own plans for submission to Theater and particularly the
cet. On April 10 sppearsd sn "Cutline Plen” drawn up by the 0S8 Opere=
tions Office to show in what way 0S8 proposed to use its facilities to
contribute to CARBONANO, Part of this plan was devoted to the ﬂas}

The first point of interest is that there is envisaged sn abandonment
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of the concept of the "strateglic’ use of 0G operations in favor of the
vtactical® use., While the miasion of the OGs was stated about as it
had bean mrliar,l there was an important change foreshadowed in this
document, It was stated that while no npadicel chenge" was contemplated
in the 055 fleld teams' methods of operstion, nenphasis will be switched
from present strategic cbjectives to operations which will be of ismmediate
tactical advantage to the advancing armles.” This represented in one
senss & fundsmental change in the concept of the use of the O0s, despite
the statement that no "radicsl change" was contemplated, because of the
enormous difference hetween "strategic objectives” and "irmediate tacticel
sdvantage to the advancing srmies.” TIb will be remembersd that Donovan
gnd the other early planners had never envisaged guerrillia warfare as
anybhing but "strategle® in abjaetiﬁ,z since ito very essence was
sttack with lightning rapldity 1ightlye-defended stirategic installations
such as rail lines and power stations and then get away with equel
repidity. It had not been thought of, and, given the basic premlses,
could not be thought of, s & tectlcal weapon, which carries with it
the necessity for asssults against regular enemy troops and for defense
of prepared pmitiana.3

On the other hand, however, it is clear that the origingl concept
of 06 guerrille warfars had never really been put into practice by the
Americans, Tt hsed long since baen changed in theory by the J.C.8.
directives alresdy discussed and in practice by the use actuelly made of

the OGs in the Europeen Theater in 1943 and ls*hhmh In addition, Chins
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1, "Operations by demolition teams and guerrillas on the road and
rail lines from Nerth and South to harsss and delsy the movemerd
of snemy romsrves and to interdiot enemy lines ef communication,”

2« Bee the dinmsdon of Donovants ideas in ?upur Number I of
this series,

3, That the st tustion in Burope prior to the successful Allied
landings was strategically different from that in China at
this time made no 4ifferwnce insofar as the manner of employe
ment of gusrrilla warfare was concerned, On this point
compsre Donovan's ideas in 1940-19L1 (See Paper Number I of
this series) and his memorandum to Heppmer of Pebruary 2, 15h5
(Bes above),

he See the dlscussion in Psper Number I of this series,

1., Headquarters, Office of Strategic Serviees, Chims Theater, AP0 879,
21 april 1545. Subject: Tactical Engllryment of Chinese Commandos,
Tos Theater Plamning Staff, Rq., USF, Chirme Thester. Signed:

. For the Strategle Services Officer, {by) William P, Davis, Colonel

Fi, Cperations Officer. I
A copy of this memorandum will be found in
08& Archives - Kuning,
03,0P ke 0PSO, Polder 17,
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Theater directives had made clear that 080 operations would be directly
aubordinate to and controlled by the teactical situstion and the regular
military forces. From this point of view, therefore, the "radical change®
had already been made and the issue setiled, There could be no possibility
of employing the 00s as Donovan hed orlginally conceived of Lthem,

A short time leter the subject was dlscuszed again in a mzmorendum
from the 0SS Operations Officer to the Theater Planning Staff, in which
088 submitted notes, among other subjects, on the "iacticel employment®
of the 0@5.1 It was pointed cut that in view of the speclalized training
to be received by the 008 there should be esteblished a set of principles
Reovering theilr tactical employment, in order that they may ot be
dissipated on rissions which eould be accomplished by other, less specisale
ized, troops." The 058 then advanced ss 1ts operating prineiples its
recommendation that the 0Gs be in the field "prior to the jumpe-off date
of any offensive,” with the "initial mission" of "isclating the bettlefield
by meens of demolitions, road blocks, ambushee and genmers) harassing eotion
againat eneny routes of approach.' Following this they would employ
guerrilla tactics "against enery L of C, supply dumps, cormand posts,
and exposed flanks.® While it was sdmitisd that such activities would
be aimilar to those carried on by SO teams, it was pointed out that the
008 would be ®betier organiszed and equipped and far more nlghly trsined
than the normel group of guerrillas with which 50 teams cperate, and will

have = much lerger cadre of experienced Amsrican soldiers.,”™ The final,
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and urgent, recommendation wes that “"these unites not Le used in mess
as shock troops to spearhead an advance, or %o selse and hold aress for
any protracted period of time.®
Thus fer the 00 "doctrina® is not too different in concept from
Donovan's originsl one, However, the meworandum containg s wost significant
chenge from esrller idess, While urging that the 0Gs not be uzed asg
ordinary tmoops of the line or 2s mass shock troops, the memorandum
partially contradicted itself and departed frem Domovan in & highly
important aspect, Tt will be recslled that the farthodox® doctbrine
of unorthodox warfare emphasised continuslly that guerrilles must never
attempt defense of & position they might have attacked and selsmed. Further=
more, it had bsen found in Eurcpe that the Cermans, in Cox's words, had
®held what they wanted to" against guerrillas, This memorsndum, however,
despite its recommendations sgainst the use of OGs to "selse and hold
aress for eny protracted period of time," negated one of the basic
guerrilla principles in the following words:
#Some /0G8/ may be employed to seizo and hold, for a short
period, critical terrain festures such as bridges or defiles,
The seme congideratioms governing the employmendt of regular
alreborne troops would of course zpply in this cass - the
Commandos would have to be relieved in & matter of days by
rezular forces, Thelr light armarment, and lack of artillery,
would preclude a prolonged defense of any poaition sgalnst
sttack by superior forces,"
It seoms avident that by the end of April the thinking on &1l levels
on the subject of the 0Gs had evolved f{rom the original concept of a
puraly guérrilla, fhit-and-run,* force to that of a combination of

guerrilia and specislised force, a force which wes at times to rove
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behind enemy lines end spread destruction, bub which at other times

wags to operate in nuch the ssme fashion as air<borne or other reguler
forces, In other words, to the original principles of mobility, speed,
and consgtent attack with no defense, had been added some of those
governing the use of regular line troops: less mobility and more emphaslis
on the dsfense, At the same time, however, there seomed to be no thought
of sericusly modifying armement to cope with new responsibilities,

An exzmination of the 0SS "Dreft Plen for 055 Operstions” confirss
in more detall the foregolng general pointa.l Under the heading ¥Commando
Oparations" g set of detalled 00 missions was outlined, 8ix comrandos
wvere to he assisned to the colurms of the Chinese main attack and were
to be both infiltrated and re-supplied by ground., Five were tc be
initislly held in reserve., Two were to be assigned the task of "dis-
rupting® road and/or river traffic in verious areas and were to be both
infiltrated end re-supplied by air. Two wers not only to disruplt traffie,
but were also to be prepared on c&ll from the Supreme Commander to occupy
and hold towns and other fixed peints, One of these was to hold the town
in question for twentyefour hours, the other to hold it inéefinitely.z
Both of thess unite were to be infilirsted by ground and re-supplied by
gir. Three others were Lo dlzrupt traffic and cecupy and hold wardous
twmaj These were to be hoth infiltrated and reesupplied by eir., One,
to ba both infiltrated and re-supplied by greund, wae to opersis agsinat
highwsys and to hold a rosd junction for twenty-four howrs, One, &lso

to be boath infiltrated and ree-supplied by ground, was to "provide active
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patrole between the forces of the south blocking gttack and the NANKING
main sffort."

The initisl detsiled plan thue zslled for the employment in the field
of fifteen commendos immediately eperstions should have been begun, with
five to be held in reserve, Of these fifteen, given the concept of
unorthodox warfare snd control of the O0a already discussed in considerable
detail, only two might be considered as true guerrillas or comnandos,
These Lwo were to be both infiltrated and re-supplied by air, thus giving
them somewhat move mobility., In addition, their mission was confined %o
that of disvupting rcad endfor river traffic, The mobility of the rest
wes distinctly restriciad by the prescribed methods of infiltration and
re-supply, ons or both of which was to be by ground, It is dLffienlt to
bel ieve that they could operate at any great distance from the regular
forces snd therefore that they could avoid being tied clossly to regular
military operations, This impression 1s strengthened when it is realised
that the rission of these thirteen commandos was to include the capture
and retention of towns end road junctions either for twenty-four hours,
or until relieved, or with no limiting factor stated at 211, Thus, it
is clear thet 211 now fundamentally considered the 008 to be mainly
auxiliary troops with primarily &n immadiately tactical mission to perform
in support of the regular fhinese forces and wmder the orders of the
Supreme Commander,

Thgra exiet two later 0SS plans for operabtlons in support of

fmﬂmﬂm,l which resulted from a request for such plans from the cce.
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b

nueqmers. Offios of Sirateglo Services, China msater,
APO 627, Operstions thieo, 30 April 1945, Draft Plan for
058 Operationse’ '

A copy ef this document will be found in

088 Arohives - Xumuing,

088, OP, 2. RASHNESS. 0PSO,

At least no time-limit or other limiting factor, such as ®until
relieved,” was mentioned.

The time thay ware to hold the towns varied from twmty«!bur ‘
hours to an mdsﬁnitz peried,

One of these, dated 26 June 1545, will be found in
088 Archives - Kuming.
00.,0P.3. ~ Folder #1,

The other, dated L July 19L5, will be found in
085 Archives « Kunming,
Folder #8L - CARBONADG,

0P SECRET. A. R.E. 05?060
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While these later plans conbtain certain modifications in proposed assigne
renta from those discussed sbove, there are no changes in concept, The
chief points of interest in connection with these documents lie in two
subsequent efforts by Cox to impress upon both the CCC and the Chinese
Army Hesdquarters whst the 008 were and what they were intended to accom-
plish, The first of these wes contained in & letter of July 5 from Cox
to the Commanding General, Second Command, GUC.I After discussing the
projected assignment of three of the 0Gs to the Second Command Cox
disounassed the question of their employment in the following terms, ,
These sre of interest in visw of the eventﬁal use made in the Tanchuk
operation of the three units here under discussion,

"The most advantageous employment of these units lies in long=
range penetration, the harassing and cutting of enemy communica-
tion lines, the furnishing of intelligence, and in belng prepsred
on call out /sic/ cerry out such additional missions as the
Commanding Oenersl may direct,”

On July 12 Cox addressed another cormunication te €CC, this time to the
G-B.z Bpezking of the same three commendos as in his sarlier letter,

he adopte the anbivalent attitude towards commando operations found in
the various 0S8 draft plans already discussed, He states that the proe=
posed directive should, when speeking of the use to be made of the three
units, state that they should operate in advance of the ﬂivisinn.:’ The
primary misslon should include the furnishing of tactical intelligence,
enemy order of battle, dispositions, snd rovements, condition of roads

and bridges, extent of river traffic, the food situastion, and the attitude

of the looal population. In addition, were included the usuasl fharassing
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1. Operationsl Oroups, Office of Strategic Services, APO 627,

" 5§ July 1945, Bubject: Chinese Commandos, Addressed to
Commanding Genersl, 2nd Command, CCC. In this letter Cox

" susmarises the points agreed upon concerning the assignments
of the Chinese Comnandos, A copy of this document will be
found in
088 Archives - Xumming. @
00,0P,L, Chinsse Combst Command.
Folder #,12, :

2, Hesdquarters, Office of Strategic Services, China Theater,
APD gg‘l; Oparations) Oroups, 12 July 1945, Subjects Directive
for Operations of Three Commandos with Division,
This decument dlaborates some of the organisationel points
mads by Cox in Ms ledter of July § and also discusses
briefly the mestion of the tactical employment of the 00s.,

3, Bince this is a2 proposed directive and since final plans had
" not vet bsen adopted, the number of the division is left
blank., In the sctual Tanchuk operetion the Chinese division
was the 89th, ._
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and ambush of enemy lines of communications® and the “wiping up of small
enemy installations,.” Finally, in accordance with the newer interpretation
of guerrilla functions, the units wers *Lo set up "road and river blocke
to prevent ‘rainforcemnt or withdrewsl.," OCbviously, the last item would
involve defense for unstated periceds of fiwad pomitions in opposition to
regular enemy troops, On the other hang, Cox stated in the same document
that "the Commandoa are @speclally trained in the hiteand-run tactics of
guerilla [s'ig] warfare, and their atrength should not be dissipated by
uss as shock troops laadirﬁ an assault, Ho heavy supporting weepons &re
included in their T/0 or training,”

it was patently clear by the late spring of 1945 that while the
058 008 would be wsed in the campaign there was little or mo possibility
that they would be enployed primarily for the purposes of guerrille war-
fare s originally concelved by Donovan and the early 085 plamners, The
J.C.5. directivea haed placed sll such cperations under the control of the
Theater Commander, It was, furthermore, clear that the preveiling concept
of guerrilla warfare was productive only of a contradiction, sinoe the
3ame groups were to act simultaneously as guerrillas and &s regular troopa
of the line, In view of these fects, therefore, there was left for 0S5
only the poesibility of pointing out the inadvisabllity of utlliszing the
0ta as shock troops and atterpting to emphasize their true nature and
consecuently the way im which they could best be wsed, Thias attempt met
with only limited auccess, Of the five commandos actually in combat, one

attempted to perform gueryrilla harassing operations, a second was saddled
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with the task of sttacking and holding fixed positions in addition o
its mission of harassment, and the three others were used exclusively

as shock troong of the line.
P, OPERATIONAL OROUP ORGANIZATION

By Merch, 1645, the sctusl organimation of the (0s was well under
way, During that wonth tables of orgenisation and equipment were drawn
up and npprom.l Awericen personnel had begun to arrive inm the Theater
snd included mostly officers sand men who had had previcus 00 sxperience
in the field in the Europsan Thester. They were to help train the
Chinese volunteers and then to accompany them on their operasions in the
fie1d.?

The Commando unit had at the top a headquarters, with six Branches,
or Sections, below, Three of thess were Rifle Branches, one & 40 n/m
Morter Branch, cne an LMO Brench, and the sixth a Demplition Branch,

The Branches were in turn divided into Squads., ZEech Rifle Branch cone
tained two Squada, The Mortar Branch had three Squads, the LHO Branch
two, and the Demolition Branch was a sirgle Squad in i%tself, The general
commando unit organization was not too different in structure from a
regular line company.

Each commando was composed of 1Lk Chinese officers, 137 Chinese
enlisted men, 8 Chinese interpreters, 8 American officers, and 11 American
enlisted men, & totel of 178, Two Americen officers and five American
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2.

See Tab "B" for coples of Tables of Organisation and Tables of

Equipment for the Chinese Commandos, Merch, 19L5, Exhibits I

through V.-

Bee the follewing source for the 055/Mashington Special Orders,
Pebruary 8, 1945, sppointing Lt. Colonel ilfred T, Cox the
Commanding Officer of the G0 establishment in China snd desige
nating the officers and men assigned to his commands _

068 Archives - Kunming,
0G,0P,liy = Personnel,

See the sams sowce for the 083/Washington General Order, alaso
Februery 8, 1945, sctivating the Operational Group Command and
allotting to it a total of 1LO officers and 535 enlisted men,

It was stated that this allotment was ®inolusive of all grades
heretofore sub-allotted to Operational Oroups within the United
States or in Theaters of Operations,” Thus, Cox could not dispose
of this total in China,

Those interested may consult this souwrce for personnel rosters
and other such material covering the period up to the cessation
of hostilities,
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enlisted men were assigned to commende headquerters, Each Branch con-
tained one American officer and cne American enlisted men., The Chinese
personnel were assigned as follows: two officers snd four enlisted men
to commando headquartersy one officer and eleven enllsted men to each
Rifle Squad {or six officers and sixiy-six enlisted men to the six Rifle
Squads)j one officer and six enlisted men to the headguarters of each
Rifle Brench (a total of thres officers and eighteen snlisted men to
the three Rifle Branch headquarters); five enlisted men to each Morter
Squad (2 total of fifteen to the three Squads)j ome officer and three
enlisted men to lMortar Branch headguartersj =ix enlisted men Yo sach
M3 Squad (a total of twelve to the two Squads); one officer and three
enlisted men to LMC headquaritersy end one officer and sixteen enlisted
ment o the Demolition Branch, Two of the eight interpreters were
assigned to commando hesdquarters, and one to sach of the six Branch
headquarters.,

Exsmination of the armement for the commando suggesis several things
gbout its mission. Flrst to be noticed is the prineiple of heavy fire-
power. A totsl of 275 weapons (excluding demolition equipment) was
issued to the 178 officers and men. Of these, 179, or between threee
fifths and twoethirds, were sutomatic weapons snd included &l carbines,
97 sutomatic plstols {cal. i5), 2 IMOs, 3 BARs, snd 13 Thompson SMGs,
There were only 87 Springfield rifles (cal, ,03)., 8econd is the provision
for at lesst some heavier supporting weapons, which was provided by the
inclusion of 3 basookas, and 3 60 m/m mortars. Third is the addition of

a separate Demolitlon Branch.
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1t will be seen that while the commando posseszed considerable
firepower and was thus & potentislly powerful and destructive instrument
1% shows several differsnces from the original ideas on the subject.

In comparison with the organizetion set up by the Aritish and contem-
plated by Donoven, the 1945 organizaticnal chart shows that some degree
of flexibility has been sacrificed to & more elaborate structure.

wWhereas the original concept had been to stress mobility md o have

each man bring merely his own weapon, this later version of the connando
unit has sn infinitely mors formidable collection of wespons, The
problem of ammunition supply was thereby unguestionably incresesed. The
command structure was of cowrse immeasurably complicated by the inclusion
of both Arericen and Chinese personnel., It will be recalled that under
no circumstances wers the Amsricans to exercise commend, but were directed
to confine their sctivities, both during training and operations, to that
of instructing snd edvising, As has been vermrked earlier, however, the
very presence of the Americans snd thelr unguestionsd superiorlty in
metters of training and tactice was bourd to, and d.d, create problems

of command strictly in terms of the facter of humen rslationships,

In short, therafors, the commando orgamisation seems to raflect the
changed concept of the commando role and the very complex and dlfficult
question of Chinese-American relations, Concerning the former, the
inclusion of many more automatic and support weapons points to the dual
role envisaged for the unlts: that of guerrillas and that of line troops
operating to serve directly the tectical needs of the regular military

foreeas.

Approved For Release 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121A000100190001-3

SECRET



Approved For Release 2002/07/30 :_ﬁ:llf:RDP72-00121A090100190001-3

5. OPERATIONAL GROUP TRAINING

1

The sarlisr types of 0G training have been briefly discussed above.
The training of the Chinese commandos reflected previous experisnce and
the negessity for preparing them for the particular type of operations
envisaged by 088 end Theater planners. Gng earlisr experlisnce upol
witkeh to draw was that of the United States Waval Group, China {usKoacy,
which had been in the field for some iime. I had trained the Leysl
Patrictic Army {LPA), which was composed of aboub 15,000 Chinese and
sgrrisd on suerrilla operstions in central Chine yndar Chinese and Havy
anspliess,

i Tebruary 15, 1945, Col. Heppner, the (35 Chief in China, received
from Hajor C, M, Parkin, Jr., the Commanding Officer of Unit 1, USHGC, &
report detailing his activitiee from April 6, 19Lk, to February 5, 1945,
inclusive, Appended to this report are statements by Parkin concerning
the way in which various problems were handled by USROG and the LPA,

2
smong wnich was a short discussion of training.

The Chinese students were taught bhe following sudjects by Aperican
ingtructors:

"Carbine - L0 hra,

?&'ﬂ ol 39 hraq )

Pistol, cal. 38 = 16 nrs.

¥, cals <30, Lewis = 15 hra.»

M3, cal, o50 = 15 hrs.#

Bazocka = 15 hra.#

Rockets, 1.2 cole = 15 hra.#
Demolitions - hO hrs,

FTield craft with problens - L0 hrs.
First ald and personal hyglene = L hrs,

Grenades, hand and incendiary - 30 hra.
Tolitical Sclence = 96 hrs.*
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- h3 :
1. .Bes Paper Number Y of this series.

2. Aamctthinmwtﬁnuzbmm
083 Akrchives ~ Funming. ‘
.ﬁ?o&a Trliaing.
Pnrkin vas Mdmtly questioned by 085 on these mﬁmu, }
since the fallowing penciled notation will be found at the

head of the ort on training: “inswers to questions by
Maj, Perkins /sic/." '

Approved For Release 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121A000100190001-3

SECRET



Approved For Release 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121A000100190001-3
wl)jm

*Taught only to speclal students who proved themselves in other
weapons," The Chinese had the most dlificulty sbsorbing fleld eraft,
The shortarze of ammunition snd explosives, et lesst for training purposes,
wag raflected in the statement thet one pound of explosive was expended
per student, "a total of S0 rds, of ammunltion per student, and one
grenade per 10 students.® Considering the nature of the operations on
which these students were %o embark, those figures were not very high,

The time devobed to this training program was 156 hours, Of this
total, 174 hours, or just under fifty per cent, was given over to train-
ing in antomatic weapons amd the we of grenades, When ane recalls the
relative lack of such weapong in the Chimess drmy this is not surprising,
nor, consequently, in view of limitations on time, to find only BO lours
devobed to demolitions end fleildernft with problems. The 96 hours for
sbudy of voliticsl sclence ls not further identified in this document,
nor is it easy to surmlse why such a large portlon of the available time
was allotted to it, ussuming that the title carries here its common
HNCARLTE .

The typs of trainlag to be glven to the OGy was an object of concern
to 035 from the beginning., On February 2k Li, Colonel Willis W, Bird,
Deputy Chiaf of 039/China, wrote to & Li, (dg) Cunner Myklend, 085~50
Datachment 202, about the problem. Bird expressed himself as concerned
with the tvpe of tralning which Coz and Davis {Operations Officer) were
going % mot up, He stated that Le wanted to be Yvary sure we don't

devole oo much time to regular military tactics or close order drill,
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‘The onlv resasn 0SS has heen selectad to o this lob is sinply due to the

fact thet we are supposad to have knowledge of rmethods of sabotage, per-

enit dnes not have.' Should 0SS not follow this idea Bird gonaidared that
they would be Ydefesting the purpose of the entire nroject and wasting
nmmeecrssary tine,"” In short, he d4id not wish the program to "zet off
into !seovads riohtt and 'souads left! instead of the proper smy ol
sbieking & knlfe into & man's belley Zgie .“1

Ry the end of March Cox and hls associates had drawn up a tentative
eight-waeek training schedule. Followlng comnletion of it by the Chinese
they planned to have each commsndo recalve its assigned auota of American
instructors and advisers, who were then to conbtinue %o fieldetrain it
and eventuslly scoomvany it into combat. The achedule stressed avto-
matic wespons training and field tactics. The first week was to be
devobed hy all nersonnel to the cal, .03 rifle, During the second weesk
the men would be divided up for weepons training, according to the
wespon with which they were to La armed, The third week was to be spent
in corbat firing, During the fourth week the commando was 1o study the
school of the individuel soldisr, The fifth weck was assigned to squad
training, the sixth to Section Tactics, and the seventh ard elghth weeks
were to be spent in a sludy of Commando Tactics.g

By 2oril 16 085 had received the unofficisl word that Theater expected
211 twenty commandos to be fully trained and ready for fiald operations on

3
August 1,7 Cox so informed the Commending General of the Chiness Firast
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1. Letter, Willis H, Pird, lt, Gol., Ord., Deputy Chief, 033/CT,
t Lt. (3g) Gumar Mykland, 0SS-SU Det, 202, dated 2l Pebruary
d..g H .'Lﬁ
035 irch:l:rn - Xurming, :

2. See Cox's rTeport %o the Operations Officer, March 30, 19L5.
4 copy of this document will be found In
083 Archives - Xumming,
QGI{}F.&! GF&Q' Folder #17!

3. Bea diacussion of modifisd operation CARBONADD sbovae

s

1. Istter, Cox to Commending Ceneral, lst Parschute Regiment,
Chinese Army, 16 April LS.
A copy of 8 letter w1l be found in
088 Archives « Kumming,
(ﬂ.ﬁ?.ﬁ. ﬂméing Eﬁlrll,
lst Parachute Regiment., PFolder #3,

2, Gee "Progress Report of Chiness Commandos" signed by Cox,
dated 18 May 1945, A copy of this document will be feund in
- 458 Archives - Kumming.
m.b!.h- - GB, ﬂ”. CT = LETTERS.
Folder #15.
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Parachute Regiment, whose men were to form the bulk of the commando units,
He enclosed the training schedule snd urged the Genersl to make recruils
evallable, He was most anxious that they arrive at Ewwming 22 early as
possible, "so they may take preliminary physical trelning as soon ss
msatbl&.'"l The training schedule was outlined in the ssme letter as

follown:
COMMENCE TRAINING  PINISH TRAINING
HOOMMARDD #1 - Apri) une
COMMANDO #2, 3 23 April LS 16 June L5
COMMANDO #h, S 0 April L5 23 June LS
COMMANDO #6, 7, B 7 May L5 0 June LS
COMMANDO #9, 10, 11 1k May LS 7 July LS
COMMANDO #12, 13, 1k 21 May b5 1k July LS
COMMANDO #15, 16, 17 28 May LS 21 July IS
COMMANDO #18, 19, 20 i June 15 28 July LS®

It proved impossibls, however, to adhere strictly to this schedule,
ouwlng to the A fficulty of obteining sufficiently well-quelified per-
sonnel from the Chinese anthorities, As early as Mgy 18 it was evident
that the program was running into serious difficulties, for on that
day Cox wrote im his progress report on the commande program that the
schedule hed fallen behind by one commando, On May 7, he wrots, only
two commandos (instead of three) had begun their training, "due to
the lack of peranmal.”z The responsibllity for this state of affairs
belonged, of course, to the Chinese, who had not lived up to their sgrece
ment to provide the wen, On May 22 Heppner wroie to Wedemayer that
owing to continuing Chinese failure to live up to thelr personnsl com-
mitmente, it had proved necesssry "ito postpone, for one week, treining
of Commandos #11, 12, and 13, During this week an attempt will be made
to screen an additional 500 troops and to obtain, from the total of 1,000,
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sufficlent personnel for theae three Commandos.” He appended the following

1
revised achedule to this letter:

" Comrandos Start Finlsh
H1L, 17,13 26 hay £l July
#1h,15,16 Iy June 28 July
£17,17,19,20 il June 5 August®

On May 3, however, Cox informed the Operaltions Officer Lhat "it is hoped
tnsb Commandos #13, 1k, and 15 will commonce training next Monday, L June.®
Tyen the revised schedule could oot be met, always owing to the aifficulty
of obtaining peraonnel.z in his weekly report of June 7 Cox informed the
Operations Officer that the 0G eommand had been forced to bresk up Commando
#8 and use 1ts best men as veplacements, The reasons for this were that
the incompetence of 148 Chinese offlcers had caused ihe group to fell
hehind in training and that the first ten commandos generally were in
need of renlacemsats, It was thersfore decided Lo form an entirely new
Commando /%, which #ould begin training simultaneously with #19 and 20.3
Althouzh the commiiments to Theater were gensrally met despite contlnual
difficuities and postponenernts, only five commandos sctuslly saw service.
These were #1, 2, 8, 9, and 10, Two of the others pleyed & role in the
surrender cercmonies in China, The remainder were not used,

Enough has been sald here of the personnel procurement problem to
indicate its serinusneas.h The training progrem itself was therefore
conditioned by the consequent conbinual need for pestpunement and aschedule

changes, Furthermore, the type of training was lteself influsnced by the

guality of the personuel actually obtained. The originsl idea had been
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Letter from Heppner to Wedemeyer, 22 Nay 195,
A oopy of mx?gmmm will be found in
085 Archives - Kumming,

63,0k, - €, USP, CF - LETTERS.
Folder 5.

Cox to OPS0, Weskly Operational Report, n May 1945,
A cepy of tl'ﬁiu dovunent will be found in

58S Avchives - Kumming. -

.3'~

1.

3.

0G.AD 1 = Operational report.

Gox to 0PSO, Weekly Opereticnal Report, 7 Juns 15L5,
4 copy of this dosument will be fourd in

085 Archives - Kumming. :

DG.AD 1 = Operationsl report.

sea Section "Hi l’srso:mai Problens® lor 8 ful}. diacussion
of the personnsl aiﬁnai?i,on, o _

Letter, Deputy Strategle Bervices 0fficer to the Conmanding
General, United States Forces, China Theater {Attention AC of 8,
(-5}, 13 July 1945, ia _

088 Archives ~ Eumming,

Reg, OP.3) - Projestsr BOSTON

Adninistration, etce 1lh%a.

Letter, Cox to CO/Suprems Command/Chinese Armies, 17 July 5, in
088 Archives - Kumming. =

00;0P.Li, Chinese Uombat Command,

Yolder #12.

Report, Cox to OPSC, dsted 30 March 1945, in
088 Archives - Kumming. :
00,0P.k. OPSC. Folder #17.

Approved For Release 2002/07/30 ; CIA-RDP72-00121A000100190001-3

SECRET



Approved For Release 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121A000100190001-3

to give commando treining only on an sdvanced level, under the sasumption
that the recrults would heve had either basic training or actual eombst
experlence, The Americens were quickly disabused of this idea, however,
since the personnel recelved wes not of that mality which hed baen
originally expected, A letter from Bird, the Deputy Strateglic Services
0fficer, to Wedemayer makes this elm.l Bird steted thal "an under-
standable reluctaﬁca of individusl Chineze Commanders to release thelr
own bast troons to the Commandos haa caused the slight delay in training
to date and now confronts us with a serloue nroblem, Blite personnel
is not yet forthcoming” far the nrogram, He went on to stats as his
opinion that the “Gamraliaaim or his War Minister might send down to
all Chinese units concermed & general directive which wuld assure prompt
completion of the Commands program,” A faw daya leter Cox wrote to
the Chineass Commanding General, describing the materlal made avallstle
as belng "in very poor physical conditlon,® end stated that some monthse
would be necessery te Lring them up to the regulsite aﬁanﬁards.a

Cox's original training plen cslled for an sighteweek course,
followad by "advanced field tra:&.nﬁ.ng."S This plan proposed to utilize
the elght weeks es followz. The entire first week would be spent by
the whole commendo on the cal, ,03 rifie, the basic weapon. During
the second week the sections within tha commando would train with the
particular wespon with which they were armed according to the tahble of
organination, The third week would be spent on combat firing by all dbut
the Demolition Section, which would devote itself te its specialty. The
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entire commando would spend the fourth week nmzetering the school of the
individnal soldler. Sgued training, with smphasis on scouting and
patrolling, would occupy the fifth week. The sixth week would be spent
on section tsctics, And the final two weeks would be devoted to commands
tanties.

on April 17 Cox reported to the commander of the Operationsl Oroup

Command in Washington on 00 affairs In Chine, He included in the report
the training schedule, which differs in no lmportent partieular from
the ons just summarized, The chief dif ference 1a thet demolitions work
is not specifically mentioned in the schedule of the third week, It is
resgonsble to sssumo, however, that as in the earlier preogram that wesk
1
was so spent by the Demolition Section, The anthor radiated optimism
ever the chances for a successiMl program:

“The hurdy-gurdy began to spin or Monday, Commasndo #1, 151 strong,
sterted in on rifie training, Next Monday, 23 April, we start #2
and #3 end from there on it Just gets worse, ... Despite all the
difficulties we will get the job domw somehow, although it is
reslly golng to be a man«killer, The acceleration of the program
presents just as big & problem to fervices here, but they are not
coprlaining and somehow or other the stuff gets here, ... Traine
ing these commandos is going to be tough but chances for operations
and & good show look pretty good, If we haven't been killed off
by 1 August /The date when Theater had ordered sll commandps to be
ready for operations in the field/, we'll be too demn tough for the
Japs to handle . ®

An exsmination of this training schedule reverls the basic nstnure

of the entire nrogram, Basic and tsble of organization weapons training
occupled three full weeks, which obviously mede it more than 2 refresher

course on basiec auwbjects, Two more weeka were ocoupled with individual
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1. Report, Gox to 00/0GC/035/Mashington, dated 17 April 19L5, inm
0853 Archives - Xumaing,
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1, ®Progress Report of Chinese Zommandos,® aigned by Alfred T.
Cox, snd dated 18 May 1945, in
085 Archives - Kunming.
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and squed training, Only three weeks out of the total of eight, therefors,
can ba considered as really advanced training; and even one of these {the
week spent on section tactics) might be termed intermediate tralning.
However regrettable this might have been in terms of the original traln-
ing concept, it wae ineviteble in view of the personnel problem which Cox
and his sssccistes were compelled to face,

By the midile of May the program was well under way, It had been
found necessary, howsver, to mndify further the earllier plans, At this
time Cox wrote a rather detalled progress report, more formal in tone
than the report to Washington from which excerpts have just been guoted,

He remained optimistic, although his optimism by this time was tempered
by doubts resulting from hls experiences during the preceding manth.l
In contrast with his esrlier statements he now said:

"In summation, the project, although beset by many diffiocult problems,
is making quite satisfactory progress, The American end of the
originel sgreement is belrng met on a1l counts, On the Chinese side,
the Chinese Command is mot producing the persomnel nor equipment on
achedule, It iz vitally necesasry that the Ministry of War implemesnt
this project by speedily suthorizing the funds for feeding and equipe
ping these troops.”

Appended to this progress report 12 a more detailed scheduls of the
0C training program than the ones inecluded in the earliler ecorrespondence,
Although it is not complete, in that the dally schedule for final four
weeks? sctivities 18 not included, the complete schedule for the first
four weeks provides much information concerning the type of training

given the 0Gs, It should be borne in mind thst the role of the American
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00 cadras during the training period was thet of instructors and demon-
strators, while that of the Chinese personnel was that of students,

During the firat week of treining sach cormando was dlyided into
thres grours, sll of which spent all of thelr time studying the cal, 03
rifle. For the first three days each group studied and practiced the
eal, ,03's nomenclature, stripping, care, and cleaningj one day on posi-
tiong and dry firing; and one day on sighting and aiming, trlengulation,
windaze and elevation, The remaining three days of the first week were
spent on range firing. Those gfficere and scldiers who were armed with
the carbine only had in additlon to spend one evening of the first week
on carbine nomenclatura, stripping and functioning, and helf of Sunday
on rarge firing, As mentioned esrlisr, the cal, ,03 rifle was the basio
commando weapon., The amount of time spent on mastering it reflects both
its importance as the basic weapon snd also the wnfamillarity of the
Chinese with 1it,

During the second, third, and fou~th weeks each cormando wes divided
into its functional groups, cach of which began to concentrate on Lheir
specislties, Thus, the rifle squads hegan to practice combet firing
of the cal. ,03 rifle, the IMG section to work on the light machine gun,
the automstic rifle teams on the Bren gun, and so an.l During this week
the officers had to devote six evening hours to a study of fire control
and diatridbution, During this wesk, too, the rifle squads begsn grenades
and bayonet drills, from which the other sactions were in the main excused,

in order to devote themaelves to their particular weapons, The Demolition
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sl -
1, During the period since the appfoval of the cosmando tablee
of organisation and equipment the Bren gun had been substi- -
tuted for the Browning Automatic Rifle (BAR). .
52

1. Although this topic 1s nowhere identified beyond the title
"General Subjects," & total of 22% hours wae spent on 1t,
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Section had to spend nine houre in close order drill, During the third
weele the study of the compass and iis use wss begun, with thrse hours
spent on the nse of the compass and 13* hours on dav compass runs, The
chief exception to this program was the mortar section, which spent extra
time on 1%s weavon, Mines and bocby trepe, evening compass runs, close
combat, camouflage, observation, and general review were &lsc included
in the fourth week's activities,

During these first four wmeeks the subjects studled may ve roughly
divided as follows:

Basic Subjects: Introductory lectyre; Cleose Order Drill;
General Subjects;™ Review. Total, %1% hours,

Basic Weapons: Cal, 03 rifle; Rifle Grenades; Bayonet drill;
Granades., Total, 804 hours,

Automatic Weapons: IM33; SMC; Bren guni Carbine; Pistol,
Tobal, 103 hours,

Support Weapsnsi Basookay 50 m/m Mortar, Totsl, 133§ hours.

Demolitions: Total, 35% hours.
Tielderaft: Enown Distence; Map Readingj Minea and Booby

Treps; Obeervationg Pacing Coursej Technique
of the Individual Scldier; Use of the Compassy
Compass Runs {Day and Night); Camouflage;
Close Combat; Fire Control and Distribution,
Totsl, 74 hours,

The fifth and sixth weeks were devoted to the movements of the aquad,
the seventh week to section tactics, and the eighth and finasl week to
commendo bsctics,

Coneidering “Basic Bubjects," "Basic Weapons," and "Fleldcraft®

&8 so-called "Basic® subjects in any military training progrsm, the study
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of these occupled about L0 per cent {rough calceulation) of the 0CGs' time
during these first four weeks., The resit - "Automatic Weapons,® "Support
Weapons,* and "Demolitions” -~ may be considersd as "Intermediate" subjects
and took up about &0 per cent of the working time during the first four
wieks of tralining.

Several things are clesr from this briefl resume of the 00 training
program. First, a8 a result of the di fficulties in obtainlng recruits,
the schedule had to be changed constantly. Second, the amount of time which
the instractors were forced by circumstences to spend on so-called "Basic!
subjects was unduly large because it was discoversd that, contrary to
expectations and contrary to the originsl principle that commando train-
ing should be axclusively on the advanced level, the Chinese lacked the
basic training essentisl to immediate beginning of advanced training.

The reascn for this change was, of course, the lack of truly trained
Chinese personnel, Since the recrulis obtained did not rensure up to

what were considersd to be proper OC standsrds, virtuslly all of them

had to underso a period of physical conditioning before embarking on the
program proper, This added to the delays. Thus, in addition to the pre-
liminary physical conditioning, the Americans had to cram into eight weéks
a great desl of basic training and al so make some gestures towards ad-
vanced commando training.

0f the elght-week total, all but the final week was training of
elither a basic or at the most sn intermediste nature, I% should be nobed

thet only in the finsl weck did the commando train at all as an integrated
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unit, all previcus unit exercises being on the squad and section level.
This mey slso be taken as an 1llustration of ome of the military diffi-
culties of waging warfare by coslition, It is impossible elways to
mém that one's allies and associstes will have matched one's owm level
of atteinment in ‘praliminaxy training preparation., It was a matter of
infinite regret to Cox and his sescoistes to discover that the Chinese
simply could not begin advanced training at once or absorb training at
the rate nacessary to meet the Theater requirement ofhavhg twanty
commandos ready for the field by August 1, 1945, and thet they were
therefore compelled to do too much in a very limlted tinme,

Third, to belabor once more a point already made seversl times,
the typs of training given reflects clearly the changed concept wnder
which the OGs were compelled to operate, The Morthodox" doctrine of
guerrills warfare opsrations was to stress the attack and never the
defense, This idea was rejected in plamning and another one substituted ’
one which attermpted to combine into one force the characteristics of e
guerrilla force and those of regular troops of the line, This change was
shown in the training program, Subjeots such ss bayonet drill, the 60
m/m mortar, the LMO, and the basooka, with their implications of attack
and defense of fixed positions against regular eneny troops received
what would have been an inordinate amount of attention if the foree had
not been designed for uses cther than strictly these of guerrilla warfare,
On the other hand, subjects such as close combat, map resding, observation,

the use of the compass, and cemouflage received far leas attention than
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1., The purpose of clome order drill was, of courss, thet of
instilling the 1ldeas of discipline and the hablt of quick
responss Lo commandi,
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they would have recelved had not the sbove basic decision been reached
by higher headquarters. Fourth, weapons training was intense, each
component receiving as much time as possible with the weapens with which
they were armeds the cal, .03 rifle, the LXG, the bazocka, the 60 m/m
mortar, end the demolitions weapons, This reflected the lack of previous
training,

In summary, the 00 asuthorities were forced to operate under un-
favorsble conditions, They were given a most difficult tactical mission
to fulfil: to combine into the same force capebilitles for Baﬁh gusrrilla
and regular infantry operations, They were compelled to utilise human
materinl which, slthough willing in most cases, was inferior in capacity
and in preliminery training, And they had to turn out the finished prodnet
in an impossibly short time, given the first two problems with which they
had to desl,

They were obliged, therefore, to construet their training program
20 a8 to meet as many of the above conditions and problems as possible,

It became a question of balancing recuirements sgainst time and adjusting
the schedule accordingly, Under these eircumstances, which were not of
their own choosing, they vorked out the beat possible program, in terms

of the units' wission, capsbilities, and vulnarabilities,
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H, PERSONNEL PROBLEMS

It has been demonstrated in the foregoing secticns that from the
outaet the O program in China had to face two major complications,
First was the problem of determining just how these units were to be
smployed., Theaterts decree that they be used both as guerrillas and
in M rect support of regular military operstions msde difficult the
organization of a training program., 3Second was the problem of the
command of the 00 unitsz in training and in field aperations, The solu-
tion to this difficulty was found in the order to the Americans te con~
fine their role to advice and to the Chinese to exercise actual command,
Disagrsements between Americans and Chinese wers to be resolved by the
use of formel reports and appezls to higher euthorities, The nature
of these problems and their solutions placed a premium upon the procure-
ment of skilled and intelligent recruits, The assignment to 0S8 of
ragponaibility without authority made any undertaking or operation as
much & diplomatic as & military ons.

The Amarican personnel proved lsse of a problem to Cox and his
associates than did the Chinese., The great majority of them had hed
previous combat experience in the 00 field, It is of interest to note,
however, what aqualities were deemed essentizl for Americens to possess,
in view of the gituaidon in China, where everything had to be done by
persuasion, where the legal relationshlip belween Americans snd Chinese
was complicated by the Oriental problem of "face,” and where so much

wag to be dome Iin such a short time, In & letier to Washington Cox listed
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and sleborated on the qualities which he thought essentisl for his Ameri-
csn personnsl to pazaesa.}' The guestion of temperament loomed large in
Cox's thinking., He said that American 00s coming te China should possess:

"a, Tact, Americans hold no command and they can enforee their
will upon the Chinese only through a proper mixture of tect
and firmess, The bull-headed mertinet who rants and raves
loses ground as soon as he opens his mouth.

b, Patlience, These troops are under-nourizhed and wmder-clothed -
and often, not paid, It takes a hell of & lot of patience
and work to get results., We are getting very fine results
but it comes only Irom continuons working and sweating with
them. Too many Americans here take one look at these soldliers
a3 thay arrive here and then state that they do not want to
Pight with Chinese troops.

c. A sense of humor, With 1t, life here is 0.K., - without it, a
man will be & psycho case in no time, -

d, Outs. Not only on the fighting end but the zuts to =all into
a damn tough job, to be handicapped by lack of equipment,
recreational facilities and to endure & lot of hardships,
so a8 to do a real Job for the war,

@, Have men coming out here review their infantry weapons and
tactics eand methods of instruction, Give them as much
orientation on China as possible, Bulld up their faith in
the Chinese soldier to fight bravely - which he will, And
asbove all prepare them for & tough Job in which they can
achieve truly tremendous rasults,.”

Concerning the Chinese recrults, the situation was difficult almost
from the begizming.2 In February the picture sppeared fairly bright. This
was at & time whm'a thinzs were just getting under way and when the Ameri-
cans were still in the stage of making preliminary inquiries concerning
the tynes of recruits they might expect to obtain, Jince the Chinese
First. Parachute Regiment had been designated as the chief recrulting-ground
for the s, 0SS underteook to mske at this tirme soma investigation of its
men, Col, Nicholas W, Willis, the Acting Chlef of Special Operations,
addressed early in Februery a report Lo the Operations Officer on this
subjact..B He stated first that "the questlions that are answered below

have been obtained uncfficially through observation and casusl guestioming
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1,

2,

3

Cox to nu/mc/assfﬁaahingm, 30 May 19&5,
088 Archives - Kunming

. BB.D?.?. oaC - Let“uv

Folder #ﬁt

The relisbility of the material to ba used in the enming
dlecussion is unquestioned and should not be considered ss
meraly a serles of attempts to get more and better personnel,
One reason for this statemsnt is a directive from the 088
Operaticns Offiger to all Branch Chiefs, dated 30 May 19L5.
Its subject is the composition and content of the weekly prog-
ress raports, The dirsctive states in part: "The Weekly
Progress Reports which this office semdsto Theater must be
made more comprehensive and specific, ... The report must
emphasine accomplishments not MPPficuities, ... That
despite this injunction there are continusl complaints from
00 officials concerning the personnel problem shows that

it wes indeed sarious. _

A copy of this directive will be found 13

038 Archives - Kumming,

AL - ﬂp‘r‘tiﬂm R‘PQPBQ

Memrandum Rioholau W, Willis, Lt, Col., Inf. Acting Chief,
sa/ws!c?/ﬁct 202 %o GPSDIGT/AP{: 627, dat.nd Fahmry S5y 19&5,
035 Archives « Xumming.,

0G. 0Pk = Pommel. .

Folder #21,
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of individual Chinese Soldiers in the course of training and conversa-
tion,” Having answered the queries regarding the regiment®s strength
and tsble of organizstion, Willis then dealt with two very important
personnel questions, To the question "What is the caliber of officers?"
he renlled as follows:

“The beat officers are the Majors commanding the companies, ...
¥ost of them have attonded the Central Military Academy. Yost
of the Lieutenanits are young and someshat inexperienced in
leading men, However, they are intelligzend and in many cases
have had middle (high school) school or even college educatiom.
vse Both Officers and EM are superior to men in other Chinese
regiments, The physical size of the men, their food ..., their
pay, and their uniforms excead that of men in other units.”

To the guestion "yhet about intelligence and cspacity to learn, of the EM
in the regiment?® he replied as follows:

"Thelr intellisencs is very high and their cepability to leam
is excellent, We have tralned some of them in wespons snd
physical training end have found them wuick to learn, While
speaking of physical training we wish to add thst they are in
excellent physical condition,

Schooling:

T0Z poat college or specisl training
S0% 3 years middle school

25¢ finished 6 years middle school
15¢ srade school education®

"iost of the EM have been in the Ammy from (2) two %o four (L)
vears, Some have had combat sxperience with Jeps in East Chins
fairly recently.” ,

A4 the outset, therofore, there seened to be every prospact for recruit-
ing an OG force which would fulfil the requirements for experienced and
intelligent men vho were able to learn guickly., The awent, howevar, was
to prove otherwise,

4 month later tha [irst doubts began to sppear. In one of his

periodic letter reports to Washington, Cox, writing on Harch 12, stated
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that as a result of his soliciting *informed oplnion® concerning the 0G
project he found that although mapy people felt that the Chinese personnel
would be sood, "some persons exprass doubt the Chinese will ever allow
them to bs used, Will battle that when the time comes,™ BSumming up his
impressiocns shortly after his own arrival in the Theater Cox stated that
he felt that personnel was the "only real problem against what I feel

csn turn ocut to be a very fine prcz;ram."l Interastingly enough, this
foreboding concerning the use of the 00s #urmd out to be upnwarranted,
elthough almost every other comcelvable personnel problem did arise to
plague the GG authorities,

Cox's next letter to Washington spoke of the shortage of American
permme12 and descrived a3 deémonstration by the (hinese First Parachute
Regiment which he and other (TS officlals attended, He stated then that
"the men are in very fine physical condition and they showed gbod dis-
cipline.“B It is to be moted that ths foregoing commentz date from the
period before the Americans actually started working with the Chineze
recruits and befors they actually had worked out in any great detasil
the gualifications which they wanted recrults to have,

In early April, about two weeks bsiore the first commando was to
begin 1ts training, Cox wrobe to the Commanding Genersl of the Chinese
Firat Parszchute Reglment, outlining hls needs in terms of recruits to
be provided, While the requests he mede at this time may, in view of
later developments, be regarded as a Utoplan dream, it shﬁgﬁd be remembered

that thisg was about one month after Cox's own grrival in the Theater and
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1, Cox to CO/OCC/0SS/Washington, 12 March 1915, in
¢55 Archives - Kunming,

WQQPQTg 00 - mt’rs'
Folder #8.

2. A shortage which never became serious, since there were always
- sufficient Americans on hand to provide instruction and to
ssconpany the OGs in the field, Although addltional American
personnel was soretimss slow ia arriving, owing to priorities
difficul ties, they did reach Chins in time,

3. Oex to CO/03C/05S/Washington, 21 March 1945, in
038 Archives. - Xumming.
MQQP..7'_ 00C = Letters.
Folder #8,
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before astusl training had got under way, Furthermove, both Theater and
the Chinese high command had promised both the best possible personnel
and the fullest support for the 00 eperations. In gemersl, the following
quelities were desmed negessary for 0G recruits: intelligence, leadership
qualities, ability to asmume responsibility, physical strength, field
sxperience, steadinegs, abillty to leam, accuracy, skill with weapons,
sggressiveness, and cowrage. In view of 00 doetrine and the promises
made to 0SS, it did not seem impossible to expect that recrults would
possass these qualitiéa.l

088 was able to begin its OG training on April 16, s scheduled,
but the personnel problem soon bsgen to assume serious proportions, Tts
firat aspect was that of procurement, for which absolute reliance had to
be placed upon the Chinese suthorities, The second aspect of this problem
soon became that of cquslity, since from alrost the very beginning the
Chinese did not furnish racruits of the caliber which 055 felt necessary
for 06 traininz, Beginning with mid-April, theraefors, correspondence
on these two subjects became a conbinuous cry for more and better Chinese
racruits, These pleas were addressed by 0S8 and by Cox in turn to the
Chinese First Parschute Regimont, to Chinese Corbat Command, to Theater
Hesdquarters, and to the Chinese authorities. There ias 1ittle evidance
to indicate tha% any seriocus attention wes paid in hicher headguarters to
the increasingly frantic requests from 0SS to solve the personnel problem.
Thelr frequency and their sameness, as well as the lack of responses,
shows that they fell upon ears which were deef nost of the time, Mesn-

while, the OG Commend did what it could with the personnel actuslly supplied.
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1. Cox to CO/1st Plrnehuty Regiment, Chinesa krmy, Appauétx
I april 19k5, in
085 Arehives -~ Kumming,
06.0Pis Commanding Ceneral, .
1st Pnrlehntc Regiment, Folder #13.

In order to ;ivn & complete pi.c‘mm of mt Cox desired at
this time, the full set of requirements :ll ‘herewith mpmdwaé
fm thia document »

"The following 1ist of Jobequalifications is subwitted to aid
in the selection of certaln personnel for key positions in
the Commando.

1, Gommda Hen

dagum

a. %im of superior pmic&l, mental and lead-

rsﬁip ability, capable of hsendling a normsl Infantry

' Batitalion. He must be agzgressive and extreomely co=-

eperative with American perzonnel with whom hs will
e ermt ” . f aal
b. Execuiive Cfficer. 4n officer of swerler quality,
capzhie of sssuming command im the absence of the

C.0¢ and capable of narrying out the plans of the

c.a.

S st Sar An enlisted man with excellent fielad
oxperlema an landnrahip abllity,

4. Medical Technician, An intelligent XNCO ‘capable of
Tesrning and administering elementary mediocal care,
(8ame applies for Medical Techniclans in rifle section).

[ % mr%; An enlisted men with some previous
1 experience who must indicate x‘bﬁiﬁy to handle
field commwnicalions., -

£+ Runner. A men wvery goeod phyﬁicany who has the intel=

ﬁmca to accurately transmit nrbal mensms. :

2. fle S”tiﬂn ‘
a, DBection Leader. 4 good field officer with good, tactiesl

b. Baszooke m. This scldler, in the Section HQ, mat be

(658 and steady.

BAR Man., This man (one in each rifle squad) must

have shown ability with weapons and must be above

sverage in utrmgt.h &nd sise, capabls of carrying

the BAR.

Intellizence HCO. A soldier ebove average in intel.

H“’n‘maama, - sketching ability and who has displayed

scouracy of detall,

te

e
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3. narttr Saation. Squad leaders are to be intelligent
and capable of controlling the fire of the mortar, Ounners

_ and asslstant gunners should have machanical abiliiy for
the propar manipulation of the sighting and alming mechanism,

ho IMO Seation, Squad leaders, gumners and assistant gumners
must SL1 RAve ability in firing of sutomatic weapons,

S, Demolition Section, A1l parsonnel mst have the intel-
1igence necessary for handling all iypes of demolitions,
booby traps and mines, and be sble o understand and &pply
dampl, 1%1911 Hrmlas ¥ . _

61
i. Letter, Heppner to ¥edemeyer, 24 April 1948, in
0838 Archives - Xumming,

o ng?cho CG. USE' CT Lﬁttﬂrﬂn
Polder #15,

2, Cox to ewa, 26 April 1945, Weekly em-atioma. Report, in
083 Archives - Kurming,.
02.AD 1 =« Operationzl Heport,

3, Chen Chleng to ﬁadmeycr, 2 May 1945, in
032 Archives - K1
;{g‘ OP.7. = BSF/CT QGG {Chiness Combat Command)
2.
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on April 2k Heppner wrote to Wedemeyer as follows:

#2, The lst Parachute Regiment, which is vroviding the initlial

Chiness component, can provide only encugh soldiers for five
(%) Commando umits, Thus the above schedule /Tor beginning
and finishing 00 treining/ cannot be accomplished unless
additional troops sre ready for training prior to 7 Way 1915,

7, Atthoush additionsl Chinese soldiers were to have been made
available for screening on 10 and 20 April, nonv have, in
Fact, been provided,

bk, The full authorized number, twenty (20) Commandos, must be
completely trained snd eonipped prior te 1 August w5he, If
this i8 to be doae, it is sbsolutely essential that Chinese
soldiers be made available in the Kunming area at once, in
enfficlent mumbers to i1l fifteen (15) Commando units after
thorough screening. It is estimated that L,000 scldiers
should be made available for screenlng, in order Lo allow
adequate margin for rejactions.

1,000 soldiers at the earliest possible dete, of these, 500
sniould he officers and 350G, enlisted men."

Two days later Cox reported to Davis that the Chinese hed still not put
in an a;apearance.? On May 2 the Chinsse Minister of War, Chen Ch'eng,
wrote to Wedemeyer, acknowledging the latterfs merorandum of April 28 and
stating that "1t had bsen decided that the 1ot paratrooper regiment is to
be aszigned for these units snd the remainder is to be selected from the
regular armv of the Chinese Army Headquarters.” The minister stated that
he was 8o informing General Ho Yingchin, the Chinese fommander=in-Chiel
of the Oround Farce5.3 This decislon had of course been made weeks before,
Such was the result of the "immediate steps" requested by Heppner in s
letter of April 2k,

By Hay 7 llttle 1mprwamenﬁ w23 visible in the personnel procurement
situation, On that date Davis sent an urgent radiogram o the Deputy

Strategic Services Offiecer, complaining about the lack of Chinese personnel
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1
and sbout the caliber of those who did meke thelr appesrance. Davis
informed Bird that owing once agaln to Chinese failures to live up to
thelir commitments the 00 training program had fallen bahind schednle.
Commandos #6, 7, and 8 had been scheduled to begin thelr work thet day,
but only encugh recruits had arrived to enabls the first Lwo to begin,
Fven they had lost a day, owing to their extremely lste arrivel in
camp. For the first time oriticism of the men themselves appears: “Calibre
of new personnel is poor. Thay do not mmasure up Lo necessary standards
gither physically or mentally." This complaint appears subseguently with
increasing frequency and prgency. The communication concludes with the
following nlea:
frax and his men are doing a magnificent job byt the Chinese are
simply failing %o live up o their part, We cannot accomplish
the impossible. /I.e., to meet Theater's requirement that all
twenty Commendos be ready for full field operations by August 1,
19457 This should be brought ta the personsl attention of CGeneral
Jademeyer with the requeszt that he take the whole matter up
forcibly with the Gimo to gel irmediate and positive action.
Time does not permit the usual <delays and red tapas., The Chinesze
high command must immediately suthorize fall implementation of
this plsn or we cammot possibly comply with Theater's demands,”
On ¥ay 8 Cox spproached the personnel problem again in a commnicaw
tion addressad to the Comrsndsr of ths Chinese First Parachute Regiment,
Woting that the current table of orgsnisation for the commandos made no
provision for replacements and that the acceleration of the whole program
thas precluded adequate preliminary scraening of voluntaers," he requested

immediate suthorization for the eatabl ishment of a replacement pool of

56 officers and Sh8 soldiers., Its purpose was to replace those men weeded
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1, Radiogram, GPSJ to Sird; information: Haclura, ﬁnrt, mm,
dated 7 May 1945, (Major Genersl R, 3, MeClure vas the Com-
nmnding Genseral of the Chinese Cormbat Commandy Brigadier Geneval
D. Le Weart was Wedemeyer!s Deputy Chief of Stafi‘.} A copy of
thie document will be found in .

(83 Archives - Kuming, ,
Reg, OP,7. = USP/CT CCC (Chinese Combat Command) #122,
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1. Cox to C0/lat Parachute Regiment, Chinese Army, B May 17L5, im
055 Archives - Kumming.
0C,0P. M. Commanding General,
lst Parachute Regiment, Polder #113,

2, Heppner to CG/CCC, B May 1945, in
. U8B Archives - Kunming,
Regs OPv&k, = USF/CT CCC (Chinese Combat Comuend) #122,

3« Gox to 0PSO, Weskly operationsl rsport, 10 May 15L5, in
Q358 Archives - Funeing.
0G4AD 1 - Operational Report,

he Cox to CO/00C/OSS/Mashington, 11 May 1945, in
G88 Arechives - Xuming,
GG.{W-T- GGG - Mtﬂrﬁ;
Folder #8,

5. Pregress Report on Commendys, dated 18 May 15L5, in
Q88 Archives - Kumming,
OG.OP-h. CG, USF, L1 = Lattars,
Folder #15.
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out during training and to provide lwmediately fully-trzined replecements
for the expected combat casaalties.l On the smme day Heppner was forwsarding
Davis's urgent request to the Chinese Corbat Commend authorities, emphasizing
hoth the tardy arrivel of the Chinese recruits and their low caliber.
Howaver, the problem was not soon golved, for Cox reiterated his grievance
to Davis in hisz weekly report written en ﬁay‘lO:B ¥The troops for the
Commando units were to be handeplcked and they were to be the cresm of the
Chinese Army, The last troops that errived were below the standards neces-
sary for highly specialigzed units such as the Commandos, OSteps have beern
initiated to rectify this situstion by informing higher echelons of it,.*
The following day he reported to Washington thai owling to the Chinese
failure to Llive un to thelr part of the bargain the trelning schedule had
fsllen behind by one unit, In other words, 085 was training only seven
commandos when they should, according %o the orlginal schedule, have been
training eight.

By May 18 at least some action hed been Laken, as reported by Cox in
his progress renort of that date: "Arrangements have just been completed
with Chiness 505 to trensport twoe thousand wen to the Kurnming area by
27 May 1945 from a replecement pool &t Chan-yi. However, én 085 Medlical
0fficer who accompanied the recruliting paerty to Chan-yi has already reported
that barely 500 men ere avallehle there who meet Commando type reguire-
mnnbs."s Thus while one personnel problem had at lesst been partially
denlt with the other remsined as acute as ever, And there was less than

three months remaining before Therter'!s readiness deadline of August 1.
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From May 22 to the middle of Juns the persomel pictuwre changed but
1ittle, as revealed in communications of this period, With some excepilions,
the recrults mskinz up the first ten commandoz sesmed Lo prove satisfactory.
Concerning the rest, howsver, the usual complaints prevailed, complainis
which were genuine snough end serious enough to lead to further medifica-
tions snd delays in the training schedule, 0n May 22 Heppner dlacussed the
situation in a letter to !ﬁademeyer.l He recelled that early in May the
00 command had been able to start only two, instead of three, wnits on
their trainine nrogram, When the SO0 troope referved to on May 18 actuslly
srrived in camp, "it was immediately apparent that they could mt absord
traiming at the necessary rate, and that a me’ority would have to be
eliminated, As a result it has been necessary to postpona, for one week,
training of Commandos #11, 19, and 13, During this week an atiempt will
be mads to screen an additional SO0 troops and to obtain, from the total
of 1,000, sufficient personnel for these three {’tommmios."a Heppner closed
with the statament that 058 had fulfilled 211 its obligations and the
warning that "unless the Chinese likewlise maet their commitments, no more
than tan (10) Commando Units can be expected to be ready for action at
the required time,® |

On May 31 the progpects sppesred scmewhat brighter. On that day
Cox reported to Navis that recrulting parties had been suthorized to
screen the Chinese }8th Division, As a result "epproximately k0O men
have been selected thus far and it is hoped that Commandos #13, 1k and

1% will commence training next Monday L June."3 Only & week lster,
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1.

2.

3.

Hepprer to Wedemeyer, 22 May 19L5, in
0SS Archives - Kumming,

%.QP.}”&. i}g, 3\;5?’ GT —Lﬁt’h&ﬁe
Folder ?%15- ‘

See also Cox on the same subject on 25 May 1945, in
083 Archives - Xuming,
0G.AL 1 = Operational Repot.

Apparenily the 0G Command had been sble to salvage enovgh from
the wreckege of #11, 12, and 13 to create new units for #11 and
#12, for there is nu further nention of then. In this raport
Cox refers to the intervention of Ceneral Tu Lei Ming, Commander
of the Chinese 5th Amy Group, A conference with Tu on May 23
apparsntly led to permiseion to screen the L8th Division, for
Cox shtated in his May 31 report that *this recruiting has been
made possible by General Tu Lel Ming, Commending General of the
Sth Amy Group, who has been giving the entlre Commando preject
s great deal of support."” See the following decument for nentien
of this confersnce on May 231

Cox te 0PSO, 25 Mey 19435, in

088 Archives « Kanming,

0GeAD 1 =~ Operational Report,

The May i repert will be feund in
055 Archives - Kwumirng,
0G,ATY 1 = Opszstional Report.
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however, fresh problems arose, On that day Cox reported to Davis that
Commando #5, which had been unsatisfactory from the start, had "fallen
further and further below strength, continually, and because of poot 5
Chinese officers, has mot been satisfactory in training.* In oonse- o
quence of this situation and because the other commandos needed replace-
ments, 1t had been "decided to bresk up the Fifth Commando, use the
best men to bring remeining Commandos up to T/0 strength, and to weed
out the weak. of flcers and men. A new Fifth Commando will commence train-
ing at the seme tims as the 19th and 20th Commandos." To balance this
unfavorable development was the fact that Commandos #13, 1k, and 15
actuslly did begin training on June k,
The general situstion regarding Commendos #11 through 20 was summed
up in rather gloomy fashlon in an exchange of raediograms between Cox
and Davis on June 7-8. Davis radiced Cox on Juns 7 amd asked for informse
tion on the "ourrent Chinese personnel situation for commandos 16 to 20
and your best estimmte as to whether additionsl peraonnel needed will be
mads aveilable in time."2 Cox replied on the following day that 3, 1k,
and 15 had sctuslly begun training on June ! and that enough men were on
hand to begin training #168, 17, and 18 on June 11, As for #19 and 20,
thelr training would be begun on June 18, ¥provided cooperation on recruite
ing continues.® The new #5 would also begin ita training on June 18, He
then stated as his perscnsel epinion that "Commandos 11 through 20 will have
persennel barely meeting our minimum requirements." Also, #reduced ceil-
ing on O3S plus quality of personnel being produced, by Chinese for
suppesedly elite commandos, mske poor possibility of producing twenty
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1. Cox to OPS0, Weekly Operationsl Report, 7 June 1945, in
085 Archives - Kumming, :
00,AD 1 - Operational Report.

2. This exchange will be found in
088 Archives - Kumming.
Reg. OP.3, - Projects: BOSTON,
Administration, ste, 1li9a,

1. The words “reduced gelling® and “staffing® of the commandos
concern American personnsl. As previously stated, the
American personnsl problem was never as acute, from either
the procuvement or the qualitative points of view, as was the
Chinens, . .

2. Oox to Tu Lei Ming, 18 June 13945, in
088 Archives - Kunming.
0G,0P.ls « Gensral Tu Lei Ming.
Folder #11.

3. Oox to 0PSO, Weekly Operationsl Report, 21 June 1945, in
085 Archives - Kunming.
0G.,AD 1 = o;;arlticnal_l%apart.‘
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superior commandos, Recomm positive action by War Minisiry and Theater
to produce best of Chinese soldiers, and Theater sction om celling to
provide sdeq staffing for twenty mmncba...”l
From the middle of June to the Japesnese surrender in August, 19h5,

the personnel problem as described sbove did not alter in =ny significant
menner. The 00 suthorities were bedeviled as before by ahortages of
recrults and by the inferior caliber of those recruits whom they did
succeed in obtaining, Although both Cox snd Heppner persisted in their
efforts to remedy the situation, no real support from above was fortheoming,
fleneral Tu remained a strorg supporter of the program, bub even his efforts
had only limited suacess, On June 18 Cox wrote to Tu to report on the
program's nrogress and to outline the features of what had become the usual
desperate personnel situatien, By this date there were 35 officer and 110
snlisted vacencies in the commsndos slready formed, In addition, 10 offlcer
and 100 enlisted vacsncies wers expected to occur as training casualtles,
Finally, Cox estimated that 25 officers and 60C enlisted men would be
rejected during training., He urged, therefore, the procurement of e total
of 70 of ficers and 800 enlisted men to fill the foregoing naada.g A few
days later he reported to Davis that 150 out of 700 new recruits for
Commandos #19, 20, and 5 had had to be rejected as below the caliber ree
quired and made the following gloomy atatawntzj

"Comparison of results thus far obtained indlcate ,.. that the

poor type of persomnnel now being obtained (Commandos 11 through

20) will greatly limit results obtained, Even a small amount

of support by Theater and by the Chinese Army to the project could
heve paid buge dividends,”
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Clearly, Cox's confidence In fubure results was beginning to suffer under
the strain,
This strain is reflected in a communication of July 2 from Davis to
Cols. Harry W. Little, Jr,, the 055 Operations Officer in Ghungkingel
“Stetemant in report about commandee may have sesmed illtempered
but assure you we ares reaching end of cwr rope on personnal
situation, C.C.C. has been most cooperative but 1s in no posi-
tlon to solve our problems, We have always felt and have stated
so repeatedly theat firm action on highost level is nacessary
1f these commando units are to get the type of soldier they
should have, As it is now they accept less them slx percent
of men sBcreened and even these are not so hot, 8ole resson for
ths many changes in training schedule has been fellure on part
of Chinese to produce recruits.”
Even allowing for sxsggeration rvegarding the percentage of mjactioné ’
this radiogram c¢learly reflecis the dlscouragement which by now had

vermeated Amsrican OG hq&&q&aﬂera.e
Two more major attempts were nade before the surrender of Japen to

do somsthing about the personnel situation, On July 23 Cox rediced Davis,
now the Deputy Strateglic 8Bervices Officer, as f‘al.].mm:3

"Every general [i.e" Chinesze gmara}_] wvants at least three

commandos for his own but no one gives me the men pd Ceneral

Lea advises that minister of war promised him one thousand of

cream of China within ten days fifteon days age pd as you

know replacements nesded immediately pd would it be possible

for you to centact minister of war and jack him up pd"
On the following dey Davis addreseed a letter to Wedemeyer, in which he
sunmarized the situetion, He pointed out that the Chiness Pirst Para-
chute Regiment (which had been designated st the beginning as the chief
gource for 00 recruits) had provided enocugh men only for the first five

comrmandos and that the remeinder had been obtained "only through the
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1.

2.

3.

1.

2.

Radiogram, OPSC to Little {Chungking), 2 July 15L5, in
038 Archives - Kunsfing.

Mgt ﬁpi30 - ?mjmst 303!0!,

Adninistration, atc, 1&9..

On the followlng day Cox mede amother sttempt: to ramedy the
personnal difficultiea, He wrote to the Commanding Ceneral,
Supreme Chinesze Armles, on July 3, requesiing once more suf-
ficient recruits to staff his replacemsnt pool which he had
alresdy asked from Genersl Tu on June 13,

See Cox to CO, Suprems Chinese Ammies, 3 July 19LS, in

058 Archives = Luming,

00,0PL; - Gmrﬂl Tu Lei Ming,

Polder #11,

Radiogram, Cox to Davis, 23 July 19L5, in
023 Archivea - Kuming,

Reg, 0P.3. - Projectas BOSION,
Administration, ste, ll9s.

Davis to CO/UAF/CT (Attention AC of 8, G-8), 2L July 1945, in
088 Archives = Kunming.
Reg, OP,3, = Projects: BOSTON,

- Administration, etc, 1l%s.

Cox to CG/COC, T August 1915, in
088 Archives - Xumming,

00,0P. L. Chinsse Combat Comnmsnd,
Folder #12,
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mrermitting efforts of Colonel Cox snd his staff in screening many
thonsands of Chinese soldiers to obtain the raquired number." He
asserted that 00 standards of selectlion wers not impossibly high, since
he and his collearues had personally seen many Chinese units whose men
ware of far h'cher caliber than those nrovided for the commandos, Davis
summarized Cox's July 23 radiogram to himself and stated: "these soldiers
have 3till not materislized and if past experience iz any criterion, it
may be weeka or months hefore they will.,® Davis closed hiz letter with
an urgent request that "every possible effort be made to induce the
Ministry of Wer to fulfill its promise and to make available these
soldiers immadiately."l
That this appesl to highest headquarters fell st some point upon
deaf ears is shown by the letter from fox to the Chinese Corbat Command,
dated August 7, in which he indicated that the persomnel problem cone
tinved to be more serious than ever. In addition to the need for filling
usual vacancies created by rejections before and during training 4t was
now necessary to replsce the combat casumlities incurred by Cammandéa
#, 2, 8, 9, and 10, which had meanwhile gone into sction. The findl
paragraph of this letter shows the stage which Cox's thinking had now
reached,a
"Hequest that the CO, CCC seriously consider at this time, the
worth of the Commandos to the war effort, and that if present
indications show thet they will furnish acceptable resulis to

the CCC, that everything possible be done to provide the number
snd type of persomnel required as soon &8 possible."

Approved For Release 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121A000100190001-3



Approved For Release 2002/07/30“56%I5—RDP72-001 21A000100190001-3

An incomplete series of weokly progress snd effleiemcy reports on
the commandos durlng their training period provides some clues to the
problem of how cepable were the Chinese officers and soldlers, It should
be recslled that the majority of the complaints about them concerned
those provided for Commandes #11 through 20, #1 through 10 being on the
whole sorewhat better, The term "somewhat better® is a relative one,
however, and most be so understood, The reports in ouestion deal with
the first four waeke of training of Commande #8, the second and third
of #9, and the first four of #10. The reports on these three commandos
are particularly interesting, because these units later formed the oG
bebtalion which participated with the regular Chinese army in the opera-
tion against the Jepsnese-held Tanchuk alrfield, Commando #8 received
a unit efflcienéy rabting of "Excellent® for each of the four weeks.

The individusl retings given the Chiness afficeré;vary from "Superior”
for a1l four wesks in the case of the Second Branch (Rifle) Leader,

who was described as the "best all around officer in Cdo fCommendo/,"

to three officars who in the first weck's report were deemed not of
Commando aquality, Ths Branch ratings, when glven, are mostly "Excellent.™
The Chinese commanding of ficer received one "Superlor® and three
“Excellents,.” Most Branch and Souad leaders earned ratings from "food"
to the one "Superior" already mantiened.z

The two reports on Commsndo #9 glve the wit as & whole a rating
of #Excellent.,” The first describes the commande's rorale as "extremely

high" and the condlition of thalr weapons was "Excellent.” Thelr physicsal
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. 1., The "Senior American Offlicer” of the Commando filled in the
weekly unit afficlency report and issued the ratings for the
tommando as a whole, for the Branches, snd for the individual
Chinese officers. He did not rate the Chinese enlisted men
4individually, The *Senior American Officer" commanded the
American cadre assigned to the Jommendo snd acted ss the
chief adviser to the Chineose cormmander and his wberdimtea.

2. These reports will be found in
0558 Archives - Eumming,
m.i}?.S. - fth Camﬂando (Cﬂﬂb&t)a ??120
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1. These reports will be found in
085 Archives - Kumming,
0G,0P,5, = 9th Commando (Corbat), #1,

2. These reports will be found in
088 Archives - Kunming,
03,0P,5, ~ 10th Gomrendo { Combat), £0,
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econdition had "improved considerably eince arrival ,® The Executive
Officer of the cormands was given a "Superior" rating for both weeks
and was commented on in the first renort as follows: “This officer
ig giving cooperation toward training and administrative matiers in a
guperior fashion. Dus to his efforts the Commando has a well ahove
average attendance and promptness record, It haz become dally 8.0.P,
for him to account accurately for &ll absentees,” The Commanding Offlcer
recelved an "Excellent® 1n both cases, The Branch Leaders varied from
nSatisfactory" to "Superior,” with most of them being termed "Excellent,rl
The Senior Amarican Qfficer of Ceommando #10 either was stricter than his
colleagues or had less promising materisl with which to work. In conirast
to the other two units, #10 received for the four wecks a unit efficiency
rating of only "Very Satigfactory.” The Branches end the Branch and Squad
{eaders in Commendo #10 recelived more ratings of ®*Very fetisfactory®
than did their collesgues in #8 and 9, #11 sauad leaders "show good
judement and leadership," The Commanding Officer received an "Excellent”
for each of the four weeks, with the additional comment on the first rerort
thet he showed asgresaslveness and on the fourth that he "dermonstrates
excellant tactical imowledve.® He wses described in the third regort as
fyery cepable, efficient, strict disciplinarisn® and as "open to sug-
gestion,"z It 13 permiseible to speculete, therefore, that these ratings
reflect a grester degree of strictness on the part of the Amerlican rating
of ficer.,
It is A fficnld to draw definitive conelusiona concerning the

effectiveness and capebllity of the Chinese officers and men once they
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had begun their cormmande training. On the one hand, there were the
continual pleas by Cox and others for more men and their complaints
thst the personnel provided was of inferior quality.l On Lhe other
hand, the reports just summerized indicate cormpetent levels of perform-
ance by most of the Chinese officers and men., Two factors, however,
reduce or eliminste entirely this seeming inconsistency. One is the
nature of the ratings given. It should be remembered that during World
War IT a military efficiency rating of snything below "Excellent" was,
to say the least, damning with faint praise, With this in mind the
ratings given Commandos #8, 9, and 10 become more congsistent with the
pleas and compleints continually voiced by the bigher 0G authorities.
More important then this, however, is the cuestion of Amerlcan as opposed
to Chinese standards of performance, It is to be doubted that the rsting
officers applied to these Chinese trainess the sare standards which they
would have applied to Americen OG trainees, Evidence of this iz to be
found in the reports on Commandos £9 and 10 and in Cox's correspondence,
In this third renort the Senior Americsn Officer of Commsndo 10 sayst
"The commando 88 & whole haa shown an aptitude for lesrning
dally lessons, However, dus to langmage difficulties it 1s
the opinion of this officer that mre demonatration be attempted
end less lecture time be dewoted for instructional purposaes.”
and
"Thig of ficer is of the opinion that the officers and men have done
sxceadingly well in view of the many dbstacles & difficulties

that must be overcome daily."

and
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1. Tt may be argued thst these complalits were just another

manifestation of the occasionsl tendency in governmental

and mllitary circles to exsggeratle deficiencies and re~

quirements in order to be mire of getiing what the re-
guesters really want, This is highly improbable in this
casa, however, since the requirements had siready been set
forth by authorities higher than 035 and singe the 0G .
suthorities were faced with the necessity of having all
commandos ready for action by August 1, 19L5.

1, Cox to Tu Lei Ming, 1B June 19k5, in

088 Arehives - Kumming,
00,0P.5. - Osneral Tu Leil Ming,
Foldsr #11.
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#The heslih of the comrando is at presant being jeopardized by
the location of billets in an extremely filthy village. This=
sccounts for the greater portion of our sick.®

In the fourth renort he comments:

"The prenerrl condition of the commando at this time i=m quite
satisfactory. Barcing minor deficlencies they are as ready
for combat as they can be expected ever to be with the traine
ing background they have,”

The following comment sppears in the second report of Commando #9:

"Due to his /The Chinese Executive Officerts/ efforts the
fommendo hes @ well sbove average attendance and prompbne s

record. It has becoms daily S.0.P. for him to account
accurately for all absentees,®

Cox wrote the following to Ceneral Tu Lei Mingzl
"In genersl, the training is progras;sim satisfactorily. In a
few instances, the instruction has not been up to best Arerican
gtandards, and every effort 1s being made to improve our work,
As a result of the Generslts /1.e., Tu Lei Ming'e, This letier
slways refers to Tu in the third pemog recent wvigii, attendance
at classes has improved considerebly, The interest and attention
of the Chinese scldier is almost always a reflection aof the
ability of the Chinese officer over him, Every effort is being
mnde to immrove the quality of the officers, but there still
remain & few who &re not doing = good Job."

These six comments are significent and show that ratings of #Superior”
and "Excellent” must not be taken to mean the same as when applied to
Amerdcan units, They revesl that the Americans, whose role, it must con-
stantly be remembered, was confined to that of advice, had to contend with
various factors beyond their control, They hed to contend with the
language problem, which inevitably affected the quality of the instruction,
despite the use of interpreters. They continually faced "many obstacles

& difficulties.” There was a health problem, And Cox admits that the
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| training is progressing only "satiafactorily” snd that %in a fow instances
the instruction hes not been up to best American standsrds.® It is revesl-
ing, too, that both the Senior American Officer of Commando #9 and Cox
himself feel called upon to point out as unususl &nd worthy of special
mention the improvement in prompiness and in attendance at clssses, In
one case a Chinese officer is singled out for special commendation becsuse
of his bringing his unit's stiendance "well above the average attendance
end prosptness record.,” And Cox's remark to Tu on the same subject is of
equal significance, Parhaps the most important evidence of the stendard
of performence is the remark that Commando #10 iz "as ready for combat
as they can be expected ever to be with the training background they
have ,*

In sumpavy, therefore, it is difficult to believe thet the ratings
of these Chinese units were applied with the same exactness as they would
have been applisd to similer American units, The difference in standards,
background, training conditions and performance is clesr., Furthermore, it
must be remembered that the Americans were very much hampered in their
training task by the ruling thet they could do no mors then advise, In
the absence of zealous Chinese of ficers, therefore, their hands were
virtually tied,

This sccount of OG ﬁersannel problems has been long, It is perhaps too
obvious to state thai the success of & unit's operations depends on its
persennel. It remains true, however, that adequate weipcms snd gupplies are

useless without fully-trained snd competent officers and men, The O0s were
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given & task of enorrous complexity. Their mission was, as has been
shown, & dusl one, in thet they ware to be prepared to functlon both as
true guerrillas and as regular troops of the line, The time allotted

for training was short at best, In view of these facts, in view of the
swkward and comnlex relationship between Americans and Chinese, which was
dictated hy the diplomatic and political situation as much as by the
military situvation in China, and in view of the restrictions placed upon
tha Americans, the quality of the personnel was even more important in
this instance than perhaps in any other set of circumstances, In short,
averything depended upon it, slrce tho 00 authorities were given once more
the responsiblility of producing results without adequate suthority to enable
them to Jdo su.l There can be little doubt that the mality of the Chinese
persennel was not equsl to what were considered to be proper OO gtandards,
It remains to be seen how these Chinese 0Gs functioned under combat condi-

tions,
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1. Another serious personnel problem was that of the interpreting

officers. These were Chinese who were hired under contraect or
drafied and vwho were assligned to the comrandos, Thelr functien
is obvious, During the training peried the 00 interpreters
proved to be & powrce of friction, particularly so since they
had the honerary rsnk of officers snd since in practice they
wsre not under as stricet military dlecipline ss were the O00s,
This friction incressed during April snd May, 1945, and finally
resulted in an "00 Interpreter Survey® eonducted by the X-2

{ Counterespicnage) Branch of 058, during which no evidence of
subversion or espionage was found, Consult the following
documents for information concerning the 00 interprselers during
this period, .

1, Memorandum signed by lex, dated April 5, 1545, addressed
to "Inberpreters for Chinese Commandos” end explaining ths
interpreters’ status and responsibilities, This will be
found in - :
0SS Archives - Xumming,
ﬂ&cgpabi - Parsommel.
¥older ﬁla

2. A Chinese Combat Command instrucilon to all personnel,
dated April 2L, 1945, deeling with the use of interpreters.
Thds will be found in '

083 Archives - Kunming, ,
085,0P.1 = Theater Directives,

3. An 0SS Operations Committee Mesting Sumeary, dated May 18,

1945, in which Cox &scusses driefly the problem of the
interpresters' bshavior, This ]l be found in

088 Archives - Xumming, . :

00.0P.6, OPSCOM, Palder #7.

e Cox's Pregress Report on Commandos, dsted May 18, 1945,
in part of vhich he discusses the problen posed by the
interpreters?! atiitude. This will be found in
058 Archives - Zumming. '

m-@?m&. m’ 95?' G? - f&ttel‘!-
Polder #15,
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h
3. (Contd.)

5. The complete text of the "OG Interpreter Survey®, mentioned
~ above, which was conduoted by investigators from the %I-2
Branch {Counterespionage) of 0SS, dated Mey 22, 1945, The
covering letier to Heppner is daud Hay 214, 19&5 This
will be found in '
0SS Archives - Kumming.
Qﬁ.g?. 3' - Foldﬁl‘ §1;

Singe the intsrpreter problem presented no festures essentiaslly

dif ferent from olher aspacis of Chineae-Ameriean relationships

already discugsed, it is sufficient to mention the point and to

refer those interested in additional study of the guestion to the
- abovesmoniionad docurents,
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I. 0G OPERATION "APPLE,"
JULY - AUQUST, 1945

Chinese Commando #1 went by the code-name APPLE., Om July 1, 1945,

0358 issusd the operationsal plan for APPLE, which was to parachute into

the "area south of WEST RIVER between WUCHOW and KA0YAD, on the morning

1
of 12 July 1945." 088 ordered APPLE to pay "particular attention® to

the "intelligence derived from the conduct of thess operations® and gave

it six primary tasks:

Ha.

Bisrapting enemy lines of communication and destruction of
eneny river traffic slong WEST RIVER at such times and places
az may be selected by the Commando Leadsr.

Disrupting enemy lines of communication snd destruction of
eneny supply columme using the area road net, at such times
and places as mey be selected by the Commando Leader.
Attacking and destroying such enemy installations within the
area of operation as may be within the cepahilities of the
Cormande, a8 determined by the Commando Leader,

Preparing & plan of attack and seigure of the key town of
HUCHOW .44 to hold WUCHOW until relieved by designated Chinese
forces or as directed by higher headgquarters, Warning order
will be issued through this headquarters.

Preparing & plan of attack snd seizure of the key town of
K20-YAO ... to be executed on call from higher headquarters,
To hold KAO-YAO until relieved by designated Chinese forces
or as directed by higher heasdquarters., Werning order will

be issued through this headquarters.

Preparing a plan for the sstablishment of defended road blocks
at critical points in the enemy road net throughout the aperae
tional area and be prepared to establish these road blocks on
call,"

Analysis of these missions reveals a number of significant points,

In terms of guerrille warfare doctrine as emumcisted by Donovan and his

associates, the first three are true guerrilla operations. IPHME was to

coneentrate lts efforts against enemy lines of communication, supply
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1. A copy of this document will be found in
058 Archives - Kumming,

00.0P.5, = 1st Commando {Coxbat) = #19,

See Tab "O* for maps to serve as an anmx: %
08 Operation APPLE. ' to thls stady of

7%

1. The term "Commando Leader™ refers to the Chin
ese commanding
officer. As mentioned before, his Americsn colleague snd s
adviser vas called the "Senior American O0fficer,
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columns, and installations, It was to attack, dlsrupt, and destroy, The
Commando Leader was left to bls own devices in the matter of selecting
speclific targets for attention and in the matter of determining whether
or not his unit was able to carry out a given task, He was thus not
governed in his every move and decislon by orders from above. Success
or feilure depended on the unii 1tszelf and on its leader's juﬁgmant.l
While the obligation to attack "installations” might be regarded as a
violation of the injunction in guerrilla dcbrine agalnst attack and
defense of fixed Installations and positions, this ls not necessarily
8o, for in each case the cperation was to be within the capabllity of
the commando, as determined by the Commando Leader,

The second three miseicns, on the other hand, show very clearly the
dual nature of the 01 operationsl concept long since decided upon in
Washington and more recently in China, The most obwious point is that
they were designed to glve direct tactical support to regulsr military
cperations, APPLE was directed to prepare plams for the seizure and
retention until relieved, or otherwime ordered, of the "key" touns of
Wuchow and Kaoyso and for the "estsblishment of defended road Blocks at
eriticel points in the enemy road net throughowt the operational area,*
The defended road bloocks and the sttacks on the two towns wers to be
prepared on csll, These operations partook of the nature of regular
infantry asssulis, APPLE was both to attack and dafend fixed positions
and wee to do so when directed to do so by Hgher headquarters, regard-

less of the Commando Leader's own judgment concerning his unit's
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capabilities, PFinally, the two towns in guesilon and the "operational
area” in which road MWlocks ware to be set up and defended lay directly

in the path of the Allied advance envissged by Operation CARBONADO and
were important to any West River operation, In sum, therefore, the mission
given to APPLE conformed in every detail with the modifled comcept of 0G
operations, with the principles enunciated at Wedemeyer's Clendestine
Conference No, 1 (January, 19k5), with the mission of Opsration CARBONADO,
and with the type of training given to the (0Gs in consequence, The whole
mission, 8s defined, partook strongly of the comblnation in the same operss
tion of both tactlcsl and strategic aspects, It must be admitted, furthere
more, that even the strategic objJectives had much of the tactical aboub
them, since they lay within the area of tectical effort by regular mili-
tary forces, The isolation of the battlefield was the goal,

Intellizence concerning the enemy within the asrea of operatlions was
not very complete, In the *Intelligence Annex No. 1 te Operstion 'APPLE',Y
dated July 1, 1945, it was stated that "information corcerning enemy
forces along the WEST RIVER (HSI CHIANG) is very limited, For general
locations and identifications see map overley ...”1 Study of the msp
vields no information concerning Japenese numerical strength, but does
give sn indication of the location of units, The bulk of Japasnese strength
wag concentrated in and around Centon and to the north and east of that

gity. The enemy had entrusted the defense of the West River sres to the
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1.

1,

2.

A aepyer this dooument aﬂ aftha P cmla;r m&mdtu E
will be found in ‘

085 Archives - Kunsing,

%cﬁ?.é. « Folder #3;‘ ‘Misc,

!h.’w material 43 taken from the MOS8 Operstional Plan for
APPIE}' dated July 1, 19kS, in

. OBS Archives - Kumming.

QO?’.SQ - 1“ Mlmb (cmt) ﬁ’y

In comnection with 1L and his “Pecple’s Mobiliaation am:amn,
the following news item is of interest. On page L3 of the May 31,
195L, 1ssue of the weekly newsmagesine "Newswoek® there im g
photograph with the following caption under it: *In Peking, Red
chalrman Mao Tseetung, flanked by five viece &tim watchas

May Day parade from the Oate of Heavenly Pescs. Luﬂ- to right,
14 Chi-shen, Liu Shao-chi, Mso, Gen, Chu Teh, Mme, Sun Yat-ven,
and Charg lLan,%
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13th Independent Infantry Brigade, Elements of this were im Wuchow, in
and around Kaoyao, in snd around Canton, and near the coast due south of
Canton, The situation presents two factors of interest. Total Japanese
orgenized ground forces strength available for the defense of the West
River valley was not great, for the enemy had concentrated most of his
gtrenpth in and around Canton., However, it is of interest to note that
he had concentrsted slements of whet orgsnised forces he had allotted
to the West River in or close to the towns of Wuchow and Kaoyso, which
APPLE was to be prepared to capture and defend.

The situstion of {friendly forces in the ares was as ibllawa.l Jeneral
Yu Hanemou commanded the Seventh War Area, in which were located troops of
the Chinese 65th Army. Tu was reported to be hostile to the Chungking
government, to be a member of the South Chinese Secessionint Movement,
end closely allied with Marshal Li-chi-ghen's "Peoplets Mcobilization
Commission,”™ which the report described as "powerful® in the gsouthern
part of Kusngsi Prowinca.g Yu's regular trcops of the 65th Ammy in the
VIT War Area were congidered to be of "negzligible" military value, Ameri-
can military observers considered that Yu would commit them "only in the
event of an Allied lending on the Coast,® since they had refused battle
with any Japaness forces for the past year. A General Fang, whose
gsecond=inecommand was Colonel Wat, was the commander of the “only known
reported organised puerrille band to be operating west slong the WEST
RIVER,.Y This group belonged to the "Nationsl Government Guerrilla Head-

quarters,” located at Shaping., Other irregular forces in the area were
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componed of small groups loosely controlled by the central government,
strictly locsl militia groups, and the river pirates. The first two
groups were generelly anti-Jepanese, while the third was for sale to the
hizhest bidder, The West River area could therefore te considered as

2 kind of no-man's-land, simce effective conbtrol reelly resided in the
hands of irregular groups of unceriain temper, rether than firmly in the
hands of either the Japanese or the Chinese central government,

The same report gives a& lengthy description of the terrain, roads,
and communications of the area, The terrain in general was rough and
hilly, with the river velley i48el f broken up by hills and varying in
gidth from about 10 miles to ®narrow gorges.,® The "roads in this area
are probably the worst in all of China, Although some motor roads are
indicated, the vast majority of lsnd ways are small, tortuous paths.

Tn the lower araas thay are paved with flag-stcnes and follow the paddy-
diks lines, Tn the uplands they rormelly follow the ridge lines and

sre unpaved.” An important festure of the ares was that ®*due to the
density of the toush saw=grass covering higher hille" it was "most
difficult for foot-troops to move off* the paths in the hills, Informa«
tion on communications was scanty, There was no infornation at all on
the existence of a telephons system. Informastion on Lelegraph lines was
meager and unreliable, One radio station was known to exist in Wuchow
wgnd there is sn unconfimmed report of & similar station in RAQYAD, ™

It is ovident from the information contained in these intelligence snnexes

that APPLE would have to be prepared to cperate pretty much on 1ts own
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resources. While the Japaness forces it might have te face wers nat large,
1t could expect no reliable assistance from Chinese groups elready in the
area angd would have %o rely on its own equipment for communicaiiona,

An S0 team (GAZELLE), slready in the erus, was ordered to assist in
the srranzements for the receptiom of APPLE. Also, & three-msn advance
unit of APPLE was dropped in the aree on July 10, to help with reception
arrangements and to provide last-minute inforration.t On July 11, 19kS,
GAZVLLE radiced bseck to the base that there were 300 Japanese troops in
Ksoyso snd that no Chinese troops were to be found south of the river,

No Japanese gzunboats were on the river., Japanese supplies were atored in
caves north of Keoyac and were carried in baerges towed by motor launches,
Thege convoys were usually guarded by two Jepanese soldiers, traeveled ab
night, and made their atops at zmall villseges slong the north bank af the
river. APPLE would uot have to worry about food, since it was plentiful,
Now would it have %o concern itself with the attitude of the local popula-
tion, which was said to look upon the Americans with favor, The rate of
exchange was about LOO Chinese dollars to 1 Awmerican. OAZKLLE urged that
APDPLE '8 nersonnel be told not to mention the rate prevailing in Kunming,
in the intervest, of course, of keeping down the rates and prices In the
West River araa.2 The same day APPLE's advance unit reported that the
Drop Zone waa ready for the drop scheduled for the following day.3 On
July 12, 1945, APPLE parachuted safely behind the Japanese lines near
Xaoyao, I[L was reported that all went well, except for the loss of one

Chinese, who landed inm & fish ponrd and ﬁrawned.h

Approved For Release 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121A000100190001-3



Approved For Release 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121A9€0100190001-3

1,

3o

81
1,

2.

Detaliled ort on monn’bs.ng of APPLE Opeution, dﬁtld
July 18, 19

033 Areh.,.vu - Imiag.

§0,0P,12 (Box 1).

S 00 - APPLE, BLACKEERRY, mm

GAZELIE to Wempler (the head of sa/ossz
s July 1§k5 in y
085 lrchivu = Kunming, ‘
0G,0P.5, = 2nd m { Combat) ~ il&,

;l;%earu, Garpunhcr (tP?LB advance unit) to Cox, 11 July
088 irah:lvu -~ xumﬂ.n
N.GPJ, - ond m@ (M‘t’ 'l'o

Cax to OPSO, mz.y eperationsl report, 12 July 1945, in
0838 treiﬂ.vu = Funming,

084D 1 - Qp'nﬁen-l Report,

Petailed Report on APPLE Operation, dated 18 July 1945, signed
by Lt, Gol. Lucius O, Rucker, JIr., and addressed to the
Strategic Services 0fficer/0S5/CT. Col. Rucker was head of
the OO Parschute Training School end Chief of Alr Dpsmmm.
A copy of this report will be found in

088 Archives - Kunming.

30&03’-12 (ﬁu l)q

‘A copy of this scheduls, dated July 12, 1945, will be found in

088 drchives - Kurming,
00,0P.5. = lat Commando ( Gomba‘b} - #19.

The compluto plana-load m&nifests, parsonnel rosters, financlel,
supply end re-supply packszing (with code-markings), communiea-

tions, and other administrative arrangements for APFLE will also
be found in this folder.
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fefore beginning a discussion of APPLE's sctusl activities in the
field 1t is of importance and interest to note the trensportation end
parachuting arrangements for the unit, This informstion will be found
1
in a detailed report on the actual alr transport operation. The time=
gschedule which was carried out wss as follows:
#0P5¢- First sireraft took off, All take-offs were one (1)
minute apart.
0311:« Aircraft No, S developed engine trouble.
0330:= sircraft No, 5 landed to change load.
n3hSs= Aireraft No. 5 took off agaln,
0%00: - Rendegvous made at NANNING. 311 fourteen {1k} sircraft
in formation 50 ft. out, 50 T, back, L elements of 3
and 1 selewent of 2,
08231~ First alreraft passed directly over target 'Y,
0R36:- Drop completed, All men and equipment out, Began return
trip to CHENCKONG. ’ 2
1330:- First sireraft landed &b CHENGEUNG M
The load to be air-lifted consisted of "17h Chinese and American
perachutists, 28 containers, and 30 packeges of srms, smmnition, and
supplies, requiring fourteen airplanes.,® The 2Tth Troop Cerrier Squadron
of Fourtesnth Air Force handled all arrargements snd made the actual 1ift,
The chief losding principle was that of keeping "each section, i.®., machine
gun squad, rifle squad, moriar souad, or other units intsct along with
their egquipment so that if an smergency arose necessitating a Jurp &b
some unexpected place, they would have & combat unmit together with its
officers, personnel and squipment,” The it rode in trucks the 18 miles
from the Commando cemp to the Chengkung airdrome. Cox assigned one 24.ton
truck to each of the fourteen planes and gent along an extra wvehicle in
case of breskdowns en route. Personnel and equipment were loaded in the

trucks sccording to the plane to which the truck and thoy were assizned,
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Farly in the evening of July 11 all pleme crews and parachute gchool
dispatchers wers given a2 thorough preliminary brieling to cover the
route as far as ths nlane rendezvous point at Wanning., For security
reasons, they were not given the location of the exact Drop Zone umtil
0100 hours on July 12, or just prior to the actusl deperture time.

In addition to the fourteen c-h?l transport planes actually 1ifting the
commando, the alr fleet consisted of Hur P51 fighters, which escorted
them from Nanning to the Drop Tone and back, and one B-25, sent along to
"obtaln nerigl photographic coverage.”

The truck convey arrived at Chenglung Airdrome &t 2200 hours on
July 11, Weanwhile, the parachute school dispatchers had reported in
to the planes to which they had been asgigned, and occupled themselves
with taping the doors, checking the anchor cebles, and seeing that their
planes were reedy for losding and teking off, The 0Gs were given food
and hot drinks and spent the remaining tims before loading in two revet-
ment areas on the opposite side of the field from vhere the planes awsited
them, At 0030 hours, July 12, the trucks were reloaded snd crossed the
field to the parking line, with the truck assigned to Plane Nurber lk
in the lead and the others in reverse order, Each truck reported to the
plane bearing the number corresponding to its own, By 0200 the planes
wara loaded and the men in place. During the trip sl1 the men were
airaieck, Excent for the mishap to Aircraft No, 5 reported above, the

trip tc the Drop Zons proceeded withoult other incident. The planes
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1. The figure of 1k C-LT7s is taken from
Cox to OPBD, Weekly operation report, dated 19 July 19&5,
OBE Archives « Runming.
0G.4D 1 -~ Operational Report.

8

1. Lstter, Capt, Leopold J. Karwaski, Lndar gf Team M&E,
to Wampler, 16 July 1945, in
OS& Archives - Kuming.
MQQ?QTG - lPPIE w‘ﬁtiﬂn-
Folder ﬂl.

Karmvaskl dlso reparted that APPIX's men had éra;tiaany inflated
prices in the area. He stated that they peid 100 Chinese dollsrs
for 2 cup of tea.
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{raveled at 100 to 105 miles per hour at 500500 faet altitude. The
chief difficwlty occurred over the Drop Zone as follows:

"They arrived at DZ at 0825 hours and found the penels of the
reception committee with ne difficulty, The originsl plam

wes to make one pass over the DZ with all ecuipment and per-
sonnel being dispatched. However, seversl of the dispatchers
were hampered in their dispatching by sirsickness, with its
resulting weakening of the jumpers and two passes were neces-
sarv in order to cleen out the loads, The whole formation made

2 macond pass and the few planes that had been unable to dlspatch
thelr loads on the first pasa threw out the remaining equipment.”

The drop was counted as successful, since the only casuyalties were the
ona Chinese who landed in a fish pond and drowned anl one whose arm Decame
entanzled in the static line of enother jurper and was broken as he jurped.
411 equipment landed safely, It is possible, however, thet the broken
arm could have been the only casualty on the drop, for the head of the
S0 team CATFLIE reported the following about APPLE's drop.l

*Thig kid that drowned was ssen by 2 few Chinese parstrocpers,

but instead of going to his assistance, they ran back one

thousand vards for an American, hot stuff.®

Lkfter the nlanss? return to bsse the dispsichers and plene crews

held & meetinr and made the following sugpestions to improve operations

in the fubure:

"5, Do not make drop spprosching water, even though this means
air craft cannot fly the direction of the panel on the field.

b, #11 plsnes parked im line before taping doors and loading
equipment to prevent confusion among the dispatchers in that
they mey load a plane other than that assigned to them,

¢, Must have covers for trucka so thet chubes dont't gebt weol on
usy to field, A wet chute may cause a melfunction and endanger
the jumperts life,.

4. Have cigarettes, candy, gum, etc,, for the Jumpers while flying,
and clothing or bleankets to keep the men warm during flight.
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e. Be sure that all men fill their canteens befare taking off,

f. Have & briefing of all dispatchers just prior to loading in
case there hes been s chengs in plans after the preliminary
briefing of all & spatchers and merbers of the air orews.”

The reconstruction of APPLE's agtivitles during the month between
its errival in the West River ares and the Japanese surrender in mid=
August is relatively sasy from the strictly chronclogicel point of view,
owing to the existence of regular reports from Cox to his superiors.
However, it iz permissible to wish ‘o look somvat beyond these routine
reporis, for two reasons, First is their brevity, which makes it hard
to obtain much more than the ocutline of events, Second, is their character,
which, 1% must be rememberesd, was governed by the Dirsciive of May 30,
1945, concerning the nature of reports, This stated that reports must
emphasize acwmpiishménts rather than difficultiai.«l The necessary
fraquency of radio silence, tranemiesion Aifficulties, end the rapld
dissolution of units at the end of the war, all contributed to the
relative scarcity af full reports from the field and thersfors to the
difficulty of obtaining complete information on operations,

After landing between Wuchow and Ksoyso on July 12, APPLE prepared
to move to Loytingnym.z The Demolition Section wag sent to mine the
road near Tang~chiang=-hsien. The Chinese in the area "esem very cooperative
and very partial to Amricm."a Por four days the Japanese chssed APPLE,
which "cleverly evaded them and made their way to L0-TING, They will
sstablish a base there from which they will begin operstions.*l At
Loe-ting radlo trouble developed, which mesnt thet "only meagre informetion
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See Footnote #2, page 57, of thie paper,

It has besm impossible for either the pruem uriter o t.ha Map.
Litrary I}ivttioqlaaﬁ to locate this town.

Cox to OPSO, Mly Operational Repert, dated 19 July 19&5, in
085 Archives = Kuming.
0G4 ) = gperetionsl Report,

Cox to OPS0, Weekly Operational Report, dated 26 July 1945, in
0S8 Arechives « Kunming.
00,AD 1 « Operational Report.

Cox to Heppner, 00 Monthly Report, dated 1 J‘uly 19h5.
088 Archives - Kumming.
03,0P.3 « Monthly Report, Folder #3,

Cox to orso, Weekly Op.uuan-l Report, dated 2 August 19!;5, in
08S Archives - Zumming.
DG.l'D 1 Operational Report.

Cox to CO/Reserve Command and to (0/Chinese Commandos,
6 August 1945, in

085 Archives - Eumming,

00,0P. L1, Commanding Genersl,

lst Parachute Regiment, Folder #13,

Cox to Heppner, 0G Monthly Report, dated 11 Auguwst 1945, in
085S Archives - Eunming.
OG.OP.I - QHHA (ﬁ:. ‘B‘) - OPERLTIONB.

No Hamkong river exists under this name. It is suggested that
the junction of the West and Nanechiang Rivers may be the scene
of this action, This junction has been circled on the map,
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5, See also the following reference for Cux's citetions of various
American personnel of APPIE for their condwt duwring this and
other activitiee of the unit,
0S3 Archives « Kuming.
0G.0P,7, - Citsticns, Folder #25.
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was vbtsined during the next few days, but some contact was maintained
through other 038 units operating in this area."l The same report sitates
that Lo-ting proved to be an excellent base for oparations, There was in
the area a ‘eneral Tam, who had a force of about 6,000 guerrillas under
his commend, "He displayed willingness to cooperate but he was initially
raluctant to engage in decisive actions agalnat the enemy, fearing they
might revape the arsa., However he was induced by the Commando leader to
plan combined operations,® At the same time APPLE set up an intellizence
net to cover bobth Danton and the West River ares and carried out numerous
reconnaissance activities, On August 2 it wes reported that APPLE and
Tam had drawn vp plans for a simultansous attack on three villages on the
south hank of the Westi Ri?er.z On August }i APPLE reported thet it wes on
an operation and would report as scon as it mturﬁad.3 On Auygust 9 the
roport was tha;thP%’LE hed "attacked & Jap fortified position at the
junotion of NAMKONG & WEST RIVERS on 5 August, The position had 3-70
mm guns, wortars, and machine guns. dJap casualtlies were 5 dead and L
wounded, Commando casualties were 7 wounded and 3 missing belleved dead,
no Americans, 200 Jap reinforcements arrived from TAHKING 2 hours after
attack hegan, The conduct and discipline of the commando under fire was
superior."h This same report described this attack as APPIREYs “inltial
operation,®

Thare are in existence two complete reports from the Senior American

officer of APPLE, Captain Vernon 0, Hoppers, Inf., to Cox. These cover

the pericd from July 12 to the Unit's arrival at Leeting on July 25. The
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first is a "Report on Area® and provides sowe information. The second
iz & "Report of First Commendo 12 to 25 July 19h5" and is invalusble for
supplementing the briefer official reports.

In the first of these docurents Hoprers confirmed the main features
of earlier intelligence raports.l The country was agricultural, with a
plentiful supply of food, The Americans were politically popular, while
the British were ecually detested, The local officials were cool towards
the Chungeking government, "because they have had no support from it."
Locel military leaders maintained a sort of "gentlemen's agreement® with
the Japanese, with the result that a large smuggling trade flourished
throughout the ares. There were about 2,000 Communists about 30 miles
southwest of Lo=ting, of whom all local military men were afraid, The
only regular Chinese divielon in the arsa, the 158th, was described as
having "done no fighting and evidently have no intentions of doing any."
Hoppers closad this report with a few susgestions for the hammﬁ of
future commandos in the fisld, He theught it extremely important to give
each commendo 2 thorough briefing on the money situation., In the csse of
his own unit, he confimmed Karwaaki's July 16 report of APPLE'a behavior
in these words: ¥The men of the firast commando are actuslly by the ex-
change here being paid better than $60 gold per E.M, and consequently
are spolled. They have inflated the exchange in every town we pass
through." BSince the operations were financed by the Americans with
money entrusted to the Senior Amerlcan Officer in the field, this matter

was of considerable importance, The lack of control of the Americansz over
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1, Thiz handuritten report is undated and will be found in
088 irchivee - Kunming, '
- OB0P.T7 = APPLE Gpcrltiﬁn-
Folder #11. .

In both of Heppers' reports the spelling and punctuation
have been cerrected. The words, however, remain unchanged,
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the Chinese personnel is grephically shown by this passage., Hoppers!
second suggestion concerned the interpretey problem. It will ba recslled
that the interpfeters were hired at Chungking snd that the table of organ-
ization assigned eight of them to esch commando, Hoppers nekes what
shounld have from the beginﬁing been &n obvlious point {0 higher headquarters
whan he says: YiInterprefers should be picked for the provincial lanewage
which they spesk.® He says, furiher:
"I have only one interpreter who i3 worth a damn, 411 of them
are too young and have had no experisnce in handling coolies,
merchante or anyone else, Interpratera hired in the area in
which you operate are & great deal more useful, %hen hired
through the magisirate they are thoroughly trustworthy and can
gave you 2 greal deal of money and time, Mr, Fo Chun Liung
1kS3. has done & very zood job, Int, Charlie Chan was sn agi-
tator so we used him as & courler,t
The trouble with ths interpreters whieh erupted during the trazining period
evidently became oulie serious once the unit got infte the fiald,

In his report on the period July 12 - 25 Hoppers provided e rather
depressing victure of the activities of the First Commends, This report
is of such interest, owing to its frankness and to itas authorship by one
who was in a responsible position with APPLE, that the significant portions
of it are herewith reproduced, Tha contrasts with the routine reports
supmarized above should be noted,

"Jumped at Kai-Ping at spprox. 9:00 AM to well organized reception.
Soue of the jump mesters were poorly coordinsted with pilets,

fome planes were stood up and hooked up one hour before jumping
/I.e.; the parachutists were stood up and hooked up/. The jump ~
height was from 250 to 300 feet, Thiz was probably due to diffie
culty of getiting mindles out of door, The planes did not fly
across the T In the right direction, If they had, all of the

wen wonld have landed on dry ground, As it was one men landed in

& lake and was drowned, two more elmost landed in it and the
greater mejlority lended in wet rice paddies,
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When we hit the ground the Commando personnel were physically
exhausted, A great many refused to help gather equipment, This
was the first indicetion of a very poor discipline. ... When they
were told that they should carry their parachutes into town, ahout
14 miles distant, they were very unhappy. All other equipment was
being moved by coolies, Some of them tihrew the parachutes in the
rice paddies on the way in,

Ve spent two days in Kai-ping gathering info mmation and walting for
Lt. Framler %o return from the West River arss, During these two
days the Chinese soldiers bought everything that was loose in the
town and prices went up over twlce what they were. Colonel Ching
/Ehe Chinese Commando Leader/ promised to restrict them to the area,
Bt this never materinlized, desplte my constant reminding him thet
they were inflating the market., On the second day in Kai-ping I
sent Lt, Hudsen with the Demo, Section on 2 mining and recon, mission
down the coast road, I had received word that a Jep column was halted
near Yangschianm-hsien and there we misht be abls to booby-trap some
erpty bldeps. Also for 2 look at the road itself ernd the terrvain
around 1t. The mission wes not successful where the mining was cone
cewnad, for the Japs were on the outskirtc ..., but they did make

a sood reconn, of the roed. ... The unit left Fai-ping in-route to
Loh~ting on the 15th, After the [irst % day of marching not one
Chinese soldier was carrying his pack, All equip, was belng carried
by coolies, After the first day rifles and belis begau to appear
on the coolies! loads., T went %o Col, Ching and told him the men
must carry at least their arms in case of attack., The men started
carrying them for about two days whsn they started to orop out again,
We corrected this Bgain, ... On arrivel at Sen-hing I declded to
base there, for the most narrow part of the West River is east of
Keaow~yeo sbout eight milea, The river narrows ai acme places to

200 or 300 vards which is ideal for arbush operations, T ..., went
to San-qui, which ie located about 5 wiles from the West River. ...
when we arrived at Sen-hing /T.e., retumed from San-qui/ we found
the entire commando packed and ready to evacuate. We heard the

nawe that tw Jap columns were moving from Kai-ping teward Sanehing
and were then about 0 kilometers southeast of San-hing, I insisted
to Col, Ching and Major Lo fone of the Chiness officers/ that we
should tske sampans douwn to Senequi, to carry out:our-original plan,
.+s There iz & mountein range east of Benequi, which we could have
gone into in case they ceme after us, and there was a possibility

of hittire their flsnk ss they came dow: the river,

Thalr excuse for not wanting to 7o was that we couvld not get pest
the Jap column, which was at thet time stlll 16 miles away., When
T insisted that we still had ocur mission to accomplish they offered
np further excuse, but continwed preparations for the move, From
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San-hing $o Loheting we wers reelly given a picture of the First
Commando, No more than three miles out of San-hing packs, ammo,
and other equipment began to fall by the wayside, Ome man tried
to throw away his towsy gun along with the rest of his eguipment.
Sgt. DeCamp broke up & fight between the Col. [T.e., Col. Ching/
end this man, The American personnel ran a scavenger unit be-
hind the commando picking up discarded equipment, One Chinese
soldler wes restrained from throwling away a mortar ab the point
of a gun., Maj. Lo & Col, Ching sulked along at the rear of the
column. T controlled, as beet I could, the march, with a radio
in the front and one in the resr, At one point whers we crossed
& river, I tried to leave a rear gusrd of one rifle branch, the
¥.0, Branch, and a mortar squad, to smbush the Japs as they tried
to cross the river, They refused to do so. The remainder of the
march to LOH-TING wss just a repetition of the same thing, We
 are still trying, There is stlll a chance of doing something, The
2mericsn persomnel have really done a good job, And for most of
them it wes quits & slap in the face to have thelr Judgment go &
completely haywire., Most of the men have the patience of Confucius,
vss The report of the Commando is &s absplutely fair as I can make
it, Many small things ars not mentioned, tut it at least draws
a verbal picture of owr struggle against the enemy behind the
lines (if we could get them near the enemy). I have checked this
report over with every man for some things I did not see myself,
{How are the other boys making out?)"!

The second principel primary scurce on the adventures of APPLE in
the field is the series of radloed reports which APPLE and GAZELLE sent
pack to headquarters snd which have been preserved, These add no addition-
sl materisl not found in either Cox's o Hoppers? reports, bul do furnish
11luminating detsils on some of the operstions. Um July 25 CAZELLE radioed
to Wampler as follows: 2
“OUR GUERRILLAS OUITTING US. NOT EWOUOH MONEY FOR FOOD, WE PAY
OUR MEN 30 C.N. PER DAY, APPLE CHINESE PAY 100 C.H, AND SPERD
MNNEY LIKE MAD, PRICES RATSED EVERYWHERE THEY GO. DUE TO
PRESFNT STTUATION AEGARDS 10 JAP MOVE WE PROCEEDING ALONG SAME
ROUTE AS APPLE, CHINESE NOT PUTTING UP STAND ANY PLACE. OUFRRILIA
UNITS IN EWANTUNC BIC LAUGH., REPORTS RELATIVE 10 THEIR STHEMGTH
EXTREMELY EXAGGERATED.®
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The correct identification of "Sanehing”" and *"Senequi® remains
in doubt, since nsither the present writer mor the Mep Librery
Division/ORR has been sble to locate sny places by thesé names,
It is szuggested that the correct rendering of "San~hing™ is

'"Heinehsing." Thia city is therefore underlined on the map.

Its location between Kel-pting and Lo-ting make it possible
that it is the place which Hoppers had in mind, since he is
deseribing the journsy between Kd-p'iﬁz and I.c-ting.

It is suggested tentatively, agein on the hull of the t«m,
that "Senequi® may actuslly be "San<ho-hsii,” which has also been
underlined on the rmap.

Radiogram, OAZELIE to Wampler, 25 July 19L5, in
088 Archives - Kuming.
M‘QGPQSQ e 2nd cﬂmdﬂ (cﬂlb“) - ﬂ&'

Radiogram, OAZELLE to Wempler, 25 July 1915, im
088 Archives - Xumming
0G,0P.5, = 2nd Gcmandu (Combat) - #18,

Radiogram, APPLE to cox, 28 July 19315. in
O0B8 Archives « Kumming.
MQOP.S| « 2nd ﬂomn& (Gonbl‘h) - ﬂa.

Radiogram, APPIR to Oox, 30 July 1945, 4n
088 Archives - Kunming,
03.0P.5. = 2nd Cormmando (ﬁoubtt) - N8,

Radiogram, APPLE to Qe!, L Avgust 1545, in
088 Archives -~ Kurming.
00.0F.54 = 2nd ﬂommdo (Combat) - M8,
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On ths follewing day CA7RILE radioed amother report, which was uncomplie
mentary to the Chinese and bassed on both APPLE's and GAZELLE's axperiamaszl
RCHINESE SFEM LEAST DESIROUS OF COMBAT. NOT ONLY TRUE OF APPLE
AUT ALL CHINESE ... IN LAST JAP PUSH HERE MO RESISTANCE OFFERED
PHYWHERE, AMERICANS COOPERATE WITH CHINESE BUT BROWNED OFF DUE
TO THEIR NONAGGRESSIVE ATTITUDE, ... PLENTY SPACE FOR FICHTING
THIS PROVINCE IF CHINESE WOULD OKLY COOPERATE. IDEAL SITUATION
15 T0 WAVE TROOPS UNDER DIRKCT COMMAND OF AMERICANS., ROUCHER
TREATHENT CHINESE RECEIVE THE MORE APPRECIATIVE THEY ARE. EVERY
ONE DOING BEST TO OBTAIN RESULTS. TOUCH SLEDDING AT PRESEHT.Y
The money situation was reflected on July 28 in APPIE's request for 2,000,000
Chiness dollcra,z On July 30 APPLE reported that it had contacted General
Tam and had persuaded him to releese 300 of his 6,000 troops to assist the
cormendo in the atisck on the three villages on the south benk of the
West River,
The commlexity of any operations in China, and particularly those
behind the enemy lines, was 1llustrated by Hoppers! adventures with
the above.mentloned Gemeral Tam, It will be recalled that Theater had
decreed that the Amaricans should have nothing to do with internal Chinese
political affairs, This explains Boppers' attitude, The incident, of
which nothing eventually came, shows the difficulty of remaining aloof,
Hoppers radiced as follows:
"HAVE RUN INTO POLITICAL TANOLE, ORWERAL TAM .., LOCATED TAKHING
WANTS GENERAL HO ... T0 RECOONIZE WIS TROOPS 45 RECULAR ARMY.
HE HAS SIX THOUSAED MEE WHO ARE PART OF THE WIKETEENTH ROUTE
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ARMY OF SHANGHI. OENERAL TAM AND GENERAL HO ARE OLD FRIENDS.

HE WILL TAKE ORDERS FROM ME IF THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT WILL

NECOONIZE AND SUPPLY HIM, CAK YOU CONTACT GENERAL HO FOR ANSWER.

T AM ACTING AS MTIDDLE MAW, HAVE PROMISED NOTHING, 300 OF 118

MEN NOW ON OPERATION WITH PART OF COMMANDO. CONTACTED MR, CHEN ,..

WHO HAS 700, ALL ARMED OUERRILLAS. ... ALL HE WANTS IS AMMO."
While the Theater decree concerning involvement in political affairs was
undoubtedly inspired by the best of motlves, it is clear that such a
rastriction, given conditions in China genarally, and narticularly aiven
those prevailing bshind enemy lines, was too categorlcal at best and too
unrealistic and impossible at worst, Bince guerrilla doctrine fronm the
beginning had emphasized that operations could not be mounted at all
without at the very least the tacit support of the local population, it
was demsnding tooc mrh to expect that the 00s could possibly completely
ignore local powers and strong men.
' Thus far, the accounts of APPLE's activities have emphssiszed the
difficulties, with particular emphasis, borme out by experience, on the
Chinese lack of discipline and aggressive spirit, The Bllowing accomt
of the penultimate operation of APPLE serves, on the other hand, to show
that g1l the American work was not a commlete waste of time and st the
same time provides a clue to the rather sorry performance during the first
weeks of APPIE's mission in the field.l

WOOMMANDO ATTACKED JAP FORTIFTED POSITION HELD BY LO JiPS AT

JUNCTION OF WAMKONG AND WEST RIVER. JAP CASUALTIES R DEAD, L
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1. Radiogram, APFLE to Cox, 7 August 1945, in

0S8 Archives - Xunming.

00,0P.5, ~ 2nd Commande (Corbat) - #18,

92

1. Ses the citations in,
© 085 Archives - Xumming,

w09917¢ - ﬂi‘ll’biﬂn’, !Oléﬂr ;2;.
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WOINDED OUTSIDE THE FORTIFICATIONS, COFMANDD CASTALTIES

7WOUNDED, 3 HISSING BELIEVED FILLED. LT BRIDGES, LT CARPENTER

BID SUPERTOR JOB OF TROOP LEADING. RECOKMEND CPL CAMILL TCR

STLYER SPAR, HE CROSSED 50 YDO OPEN FIELD TO CARRY QUT WOUNDED

CHINESE SOLDIER. N0 AMBRICANS WOUNDED, DISCIPLINE OF COMMANDO

UNDER FIRE SUPERIOR IN EVERY RESPECT, THEY WENT RICHT INTO

HOUSES AFTER JAPS THEN PUSHED TO WITHIN 20 IDS OF JAP FORT.M
Since the Japanese reinforced their garrison, the Commendo had to wi thdraw,.
The operation in one senge could not be called a saccess. It ig evldent,
however, from this text that the Chinese 2o0ldiers hehaved in an exemplary
marmar. The reason was not that they themselvea had changed in any way.
Rather it was that when the Tighting actuslly began the American o fficers
and enlisted ren took over the combat leadership of APPLE. In other words,
ander the conditions of stress it was the Chinese officer who was ab
fault, rather than the Chineae soldier., The latter showed himself in this
attack capable of fighting bravely and well when he received proper leader-
ship. This point 1s confirmed in the citations of two American officers
and three Areriecsn enlisted wen for the 3ilver and Bronge Stars reospectively
for their roles in the operation of August 1 agsinst a Japanese-held
village, Tn each case, the cltbation apeaks of the personal leadership
which the Americans exercised and the good responge of the Chinese soldiers
to that leadership.l The attack of August 5 just described evidently
1ed to some reproaches from (ox, who was known to be opposed in principle

to using 00z to attack fortifed places., On August 11 APPLE explained
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the resson for the attack and confirmed what has been sald above con-
cerning the Chiness officars.l
#3TTACK ACAINST POBITION AT NAMKONOHAU PLANNED AS SURPRISE DAWN
ATTACK, REASON FOR MEN KILLED AND WOUNDED WAS LACK OF AGORESSIVE
SPIRIT IN MAJ. LO. REASCH FOR ATTACK ON POSITION: THERE ARE NO
COLUMHS AND VERY LITTLE TRAFFIC ON WEST RIVER. WE HAD TO FIGHY
FOME ORE.®
The inal APPLE operation before the end of the wer was an attack by
i1ts Machine fun Secticn on & Japaneszs headquarters, in which it was re-
ported theat four Japanese were killed and an unknown nusber Hmundad.z
The question alwsys arises of the manner in which to Judge an opasra-
tion. Frosm one point of view this pmject can be regarded sz 2 falinre.
In terms of concrste results achieved the unit accomplished little. During
the month it was in the field it attacked four Japsnese-held or Japanese-
fortified villages and strongpoints snd one Japanese headquarters of unde-
termined importance, None of these were apparently of any particular
tactical or strategie significsnce, their significance insofar as APPLE
was concernad being their role in sccustoming the unit %o combat operztions,
There is no evidence that these atitacks particularly hampered the Japanese,
That they did annoy them im certain, for the enemy did take the trouble
to reinforce one of his threatened garrisons and thereby csused APPLE
to withdraw. Concerning the tactical role of the 00s in support of
regular military operations, there is no avidence that APPLE was of any

particulsr asgistance to Operatlon CARBOWAND, since the alove-mentioned
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1.. Radiogram, APPLE to cox, 11 August 1915, in
.. 088 Archives - Kumming
Oﬁ.OP.;. e 2nd Oomando (Goﬁ)at) - ’18.

No locality exists under this name. See Footnote Number L,
P 850

2, Hadiogrem, APPLE to céx, 13 August 1945, in
‘ 08E Archives « Kumming
.QPOSO - 2nd mmm‘ (m‘t) - #3.8.
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attacks were made on APPLE's own inltlative, The intelligence which the
gnit sent back sccording te 1ts secondary responsibility did not either
8¢d maberislly to, or seriously modify, the informetion alrsady awvsilable
from other sources, From this point of view, therefore, it may be argued
that the results obtained in this case did not justify, from elther ihe
tacticel or the guerrilla warfars vlewpoints, the time, angulsh, and
affort which Cox snd his mssociates put inlo the project,

To make the ebove one's definitive judgment om the gffair, however,
would be both & gross oversimplificatlon and an injustice. The jJudge
should bear two things in mind, One is thatl significart targeis were few
and far between at this stage of the war., The Japanese had largely com-
pleted their withdrawal from the ares in which APPLE was %o operate and
had left the field for the most part to local guerrilla groups, The only
regular Japanese forces left were the slements of the 13th Independent
Infantry Brigade, which was scattered pliecemesl over the srea. Enemy
river »nd road traffic was correspondingly insignificant. Az Hoppers put
it in hls radiogran of August 1l: "wWe had to fight someone.* To expech
truly great results in such a situation is therefore asking too much.

The second thing, the element which really hempered operations, was the
slrost impossible errangement for command and control of the wnit, The
Americans, as demonstrated sarller, had been put into the very difficult
pogition of possessing responsibllity without authority, They were to
advise the Chinese, but wera forbidden to command them, Command of an

operatien would thsrefors elther not axist at all or would fall into the
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hands of those best capable of_ exercliaing it, irrespective of pronounce=
ments snd directives, The history of APPLE shows this, Examination of
Hoppers! report of the peried July 12 « 25 is an excellent illustration
of the situation in which the Americans found themselves. In the sbsence
of Chinese will, there was little the Americans could do. When an action
was actuslly undertaken it was the Americans who really did the lsading
and commanding, a&s shown in the accownts of and citations for the actions
against ths four villages and the Japanese headquariers. Now, from thisa
ma%erisl two things become clear, One is that the Chinese officers were
not nf the caliber requived for OG operations, Hoppers and GAZELLE both
agree on thelr lack of aggressiveness, Hoppers, Turthermore, recounts
in some detail his edventures in trying to opsrate within the framework
of the Theater directive comcerning command of field units and relations
between Chinese and Americans, OAZELLE made the following point in its radio-
gram of July 25, which has slresdy been cuoted:

*IDEAL SITUATION IS TO HAVE TROOPS UNDER DIRECT GOMMAND OF
AMERICANS, ROUGCHER TREATMENT CHINESE RECEIVE THE MORE
APPRECTATIVE THEY ARE.®

While the last sentence mey be debat;aﬁle, there is little question that
under the leedership of the Americans the Chinese scldiers performed well,
as shoun by the brief account of the action of August 5 snd in the cita-

tiong for the szction of August 1.

in sum, therefore, APPLE was operating wmder iwo great handicepa:
the lack of targets and sn impossible command situation, The circum-
gtances wers :mite beyond its control. Accordingly, it is too much to
expect a record of startling results in the field.
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J. OO OPERATION *BLUEBERRY,"
JULY - ATUBDST, 1948

While APPLE wasz cperating directly in the path of, and in direct

tactical support of, Operation CARBONADO in the West River valley and

towards Canton, the second OU unit was preparing tc go into the field

arcound the srea of Chang-sha, It parachuted near Chakisng on the morning

of July 27, 19235,1 and operated in the Changeshs - Sheoyang (Paocking) -

Heng-yang triangle from that date until the end of ths war & little more

then two wesks later,

BLUEBERRY's mission ;um gonerally similar to that of APPIE and was

sot forth as fallnw:z

g ™
-

b,

Bisrupting enemy lines of communication end destruction of
enemy river traffic along BSIANG CHIANO &t such times and
places as may be selectsd by the Commando Leader,.

Dlsrupting enemy lines of communication and destruction of
enemy supply columns using the eres roed net, at such times
and places as may be sclectad by the Commsndo lLeader.
Disruptling the flow of enemy rail traffic snd the destruciion
of railroad squipment and facilities in use by the enemy,

at such times and places as may be selscted by the Commando
Lﬁad&r.

Preparing a plan for the establishument of defended road blocks
at critical points in the enemy roazd net throughout the cperas
tional arez and be prepared to establish thess road blocks

on call, »
Attacking and destroying such enemy installations within the
area of operation &s may be within the capabilities of the
Commando, ss determined by the Commando Leader.

The Commando Leader will establish friendly relstions with
Hilitary Commahds and Cuerrills Organiszations in the area of
operation and cooperste with these activities wherever possible,
for mutual benefit.®

It will be noted that BLUEBERRY's mission differed in seversl important

respeols from that of APPLE. In contrast to the latter's mission, ALUE-

MARY's responsidilities included only one instsnce in which the control
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1. g:;a: to Heppner, 0G Monthly Report, July 1915, deted 3 July 1915,

0554&:-';!;3,70‘:' - Kunming
00,0P.3s = Monthly Report, Folder #3,

See Tad "D for mép_s to serve as an annex to 'thié study of 00
Operaticn BL!EBE&H!’. : '

2, 088 Operationsl Plan for BLUEEERRY, 22 July 195, in
088 Archives - Kumming,
00,0P.5, « 2nd Tommands (Combat) - #18,
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1. BSee the discussien above of Oparation CARBONADO and projected
085 participation therein, pp. 29-40 and espscizlly pp. 29-32.
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of the commendo was out of the hands of the Commando Leader. This ex-
ception is to be found in the order to BLUEBERRY to be prepared on cell
to establ ish "defended roed blocks at eritical points in the enemy road
net throughout the operationdl arsa.' With the exception of the road
block mission the tasks given to BLUEBERAY were all in &ccord with the
traditionsl suerrilla doctrine, They were nissions of attack rather than
of defense snd wers to be decided upon by the unit 1ea:der and not by &
higher headquarters removed Irom the scene of operations, This practice
of combrol by the wilt leader is seen again in the final paragraph of
the missien directive, He was therein diracted to "establish friendly
ralations® with locel military and guerrilla organizetions and to *cooperate”
with them“for mutusl benefit,” whenever possible, There was thus nrovision
for cooperation with groups in the area on a military basis (" for mutuel
benefi1t%) without violating the Theeter injunctlons against mixing in
political affeirs, 8ince BLUEBERRY was to be in the area only for mili-
tary purposes, the phrase "for mutusl benefit®™ can have no other mesning,
Operstion CARBONADNO provided for a "defensive and diversionary®
effort to "remsin on the active defensa in the PAOKING - CHANGTEH - KWEILIN
srea by blocking approaches from CHANGSHA - HENGYANG aeres.” This explains
the & fferences between APPLE's and FLUEBERRY's missions. Whereas the
former enviseged offensive tactical operations in direct and immediate
suoport of the regular Chinese armies advencing eastward Lowards Canton,

ithe latter claarly had the defensive purpose of"isolating the battlefi ald.’*l
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Considerable intellizence on the area was svailable to BLUEBERRY
before its departure, OFf eapecial importance wers sections on the eneny
strength sni situstion, the tonography, and the condition of communications
reutes.l The terrain of both Punan and Xisngei provinces was described as
fdistinctly Rilly or mountainows.,” There was relstively little level land,
while the —anvy momtains &3 hills rose often Lo pesks of twoe to three
thousend fect, -7ith an occasional sumrit up te five thousand feet. 1In
sum, "for the most part the area is s network ol mountains with only limited
strips of lovel land along the rivers. ... The hill slopes are usually
steep, and in many places the swift streams have cul picturesgue gorges to
depths of seversl hundred feet.," "The hillsldes are s wilderness, sovered
with natural vegetation. Forest sl one time coverasd the entire region,
but the trees have now been largsely cut out nsar all waterwasys except for
the nigher peaks." HNeither province was thickly settled., "Most touns
and villages are locsted along river wvelleys and the uplend regions, spprox-
imately 75% of the total area, are almost compleiely unsettled.” It will
be ocbvicus that such countryside offered almost the idesl situstion for the
conduet of muerrilla warfars,

The snemy controlled the principal cities, rivers, roads, and such
railroads as had not been dismantled or destroyed during the course of the
Sino-Japaness strugele, Owing to the gradusl Japanese withdrewal to the
north snd east, their dependence on the communications routes wes of particu-
lar importance., The city of Heng-yang wss an important rallread junction,

since boih the HunaneXwangsi snd the Canbton-Hankow linss meit there and
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1, See the mionl Annexes, Mstimmnta and Appondixn to
Operational Plan mmzm. 22 July 19145*
088 Archives - Eunming
00,0P ¢ = Folder ﬂ&q Misc,
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continued north through Cheng-sha, ®This section consists of a single
standard geuge track.® The following description of the manner in which
the Jepanese opsrated the railroad shows the ootentizlities for guerrills

operations agalnst it

wPpaffic over this section of the railroad is small due to the
damaged condition of the line, harassing tactics of guerrilla
forees, and 1lith Air Force bombings. Present usage of the line
is limited to the operation of 'motor trucks'. These consist
of two trucks with tires replaced by flanged iron wheels and
pulling and pushing between them four cars. The Japanese

sre using this section of the railrosd for militery transporta-
tion, and operate cars over the road only &% night in order to
avoid serial bombing, Many of the bridges are make-shift affairs
made of rallroad ties and during the day the Japanese camouflage
these bridges by placing straw huts on tham.

Stations are guarded by detachments of varying sises depending
on the importance of the station snd the activity of guerrilla
forces, The Japanese operate patrols of 10-20 men along the
railread, Japanese in civilisn clothing are responsidble for the
reconnaissance, Reprisals sre taken for acts of ssbotage. It
was raported in May of this year that the main enemy garrisons
between CHYANGSHA and HEWG-YAND ere located at HEXG-SHAN ...,
I-50-HO «s., HSIANG-T*AN .., and HENQG-TARQ."

Although the Japenese werse abls to use the roads, their control over
them wag limited., The road between Chanz-gzha and Heng-yang was reported
to be & twenty-five-fool-wide sll-weather road in good condition, Thins
particular rosd was important to the enemy, for he used it for the major
portion of his traffic in the Chang-sha - Heng-yang corridor. Owing to
bombing attacks by the lhth Air Force, the Japanese used it mostly et
night., Jepanese convey and protection techniques were shown to be as
follows:

“The éapmese meintein garrisons at short intervals along the
rosd for the protection snd msintenance of the road. These

garrisons include guard detachments, supply warehouses, and
road malintenance craws. According to a Chinese source guard
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patrols are small end svoid interference with parties crossing
the road rather then risk a clash with guerrillas, Permanent
pillboxes are maintained at strategie points, i.e., bridges,
fusling points,

Japanese convoy habits on the rosd vary depending on the activity
of guerrilla groups. Convoye usnally move bebween 2000 and 2L00.
During the day the Japanese send single trucks rather than con-
voys over the road. They pursue the following policy: (1)
Trucks spaced 25' ar 50' spart. Ousrd consiaste of armed soldier
in each truck. (2) Convoy preceded snd followed by tanks, (3)
Squade of armed soldlers ride in first and last truck."

The local political situation pmsented its usuel features of com-
plexity, lockeying for power, and indifferernce to the course of the smral
“Local Political Sentiment

{1) 8Since 1936~37 thers has been no open Communist influence in
Hunan and Xiangel provinces. Pocokets of sx-~Communist guervillas
may exist in the mowntainous regions on the borders of Kiangsi,
but their connection with the Yenan regime has lomg been seversd
and their ectivitles turned to banditry, BRecent Chungking dis-
patehas, howsver, publicise a Communist pocket on the borders of
Hunan, Kwelichow, and Ssechuang unconfirmed reports spssk of
Nationalist ¢clashes with Communists in the region between Tung-
t'ing and Po-yeng Lakes, nesr the Yangtas River; the Yenan regime
has called to the attention of Americans the possitdlity of re-
sctivating the Kiangsi border Communist pockets left behind st
the time of the Long March and hae recently indicated thet both
Hunan and Kiangel are potentisl areas of expsnsion.

(2} Popular resistance to the Japsnese invasion wes not well

organized and local population has remained largely epathetic

and indifferent to the course of the war. Chungking-appointed

magiatrates are in power in the cceupied ares and some Puppets

have been used by the Japaneze.®

Pracise information concerning the enemy's numerical strength was

lacking, although there was considerable material concerning enemy unit
atmngth' and some information concerning the direction of troop movements,

Apart from Area Army and Army headquarters, six Infantry Divisions and two
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1. In view of the developments im Chima since the sbove passage

was written and in view of the heights to which Li-chi-shen
" (See Footnote #2, Page 78 asbove) eventually rose, 1t is per-
* missitle to question, despite wishful thinking st the tins,
the degree to which the Communist guerrillas! ®conmection
" with the Yensn regize has long been ssvared and their activi-
ties turned to banditry." This doubt is strengthensd by sn
examination of the lstter part of the parsgraph above concern-
' ing the Communist guerrillas in Kiangel, ‘ '
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Indepandent Mixed Brigades had been identified in the Japanese corridor.
These forces, with which BLUEBERRY would heve to reckon, had a Table of
Organisation strength of sbout 105,000 men, Thim figure was not definitive,
however, since the stremgth of the 86th Independent Mixed Brigade was
listed as "Unknown® and since that of the Ahth snd 68th Infantry Divisions
totaled a tentative 24,000, The operationsl sirength of these eight units
wae about 91,000 and was no more definitive than their Tsble of Organiza-
tion strength, since the strength of the 86th Independant Mixed Brigade
wes listed as %5,000 {7)" and since that of the 6ith and 68th Infantry
Divisions was a tentetive 20,000. Even less was avalleble concerning the
#local Strength® of these wnits. The only figures listed were 77,000 (7)"®
each for the &lith and 68th Infentry Divisions, Although these forces
were concentrated in the fouth - North Japanese-held corrider, their
general movements were north and east, in eccordance with the enemy with-
drawal towards Canton and other citles on or nearer the coast. Furthermore,
as is evident from the informstion concerning the reads, rivers, and reil-
roads, some sigeable part of the personnel of these units were being emplaye&
in garrison and convoy duty along the lines of communicetion, The enemy
was sccordingly compelled to disparse some of his strength, thus confirming
in part Donovan's statement about the Japanese having flanks but no front,
The foregoing description and anslysis of the mission with which
BLUEBERRY was charged and of the general situation in the Chang-she - Pao-
king - Heng-yang area has shown that it was an idesl area for the mounting
of guerrilla operations and provides some idea of why BLUEBERRY's mission

Approved For Release 2002/07I§Ew72-001 21A000100190001-3



Approved For Release 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121A000100190001-3
102«

di ffered from that of APPLE, The terrain was rough snd thinly populeted;

the enemy was in a position of dependence on vulnerable lines of cormunica-
tion and wes enzared in withdrewing his forces; the lopal politieal
sentiment, while not burning with hatred for the invaders, would in all
probability at the very lesst not oppose PLUERERRY; and thers were already
many SO teams and native irreguler forces at work in the arsa. Furthermors,
since this territory was not im the line of advance mapped out for CARBONADG,
thers was less reason than in the case of APPLE to tie the commande to
direct support of regular militery operstions end consequently to subject

it te sbtrict control of higher headquarters.

B UERERAY was actually in the field and engeged in operatlcns lass
than a month, Owing to this snd to the relative scarcity of availaltle
information from the field, any sccount of the unit's activities must
of necessity be & briaf one, Purthemmore, BLUEBERRY's &ctivities present
no festures essentisily dif ferent from those of its predecessor in the
fiwld.1 _

As they hed dome in APPLE's case, the O authoritles srranged for an
advence party to drop into the area and meke contact with forces already
thers. In BLUEBERRY's case ona man dropped in snd made contact with 30
Team DRMTNE which had been thars for some tims, 'L‘ngethar these people
made the final errangements for BLIEBERRY's reception and sent back the
latest availsble infamation.g 4 radiogram from the field gave an optimistic
plcture of the possibilities for good guerrilla eparations, These coniirmed,
in the following terms, the principal points made in esrlier intelligence

reports, 3
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1., A copy of this document will be found in
{88 Archives « Xumming.,
0G.0P.5e = End Cormando { combat.) - #18,

The complete plma-load manifests, persomnel rosters, finasncisl,
gupply and re-supply packaging (with code-markings), cormunicse
tions, and other administrative arrangamnta for m.mmr will
also be found in this folder.

2, Cox to OPS0, Weckly Operational Report, 19 July 1945, and
Cox to OPSO, Weekly Operational Report, 26 July 191;5, both in
085 Archives - Kumaing,
0G.AD 1 « Operaticnal Report,

3. Radiogram, Rickerson {8I) to Cox, 20 July 195, in
088 Archives - Kunaing,.
OG.G?-;. = 2nd Commeando (mﬁﬂt) - ﬂﬂ.
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"HAVE MADE PERSONAL CONTACT WITH ALL PRINCIPAL OUERRILLA LEADERS
IN AREA. ALL AGHEE ON FULL COOPERATION. PLENTY POOD AND SHELTER
AVAILABLE. ... OUR TEAMS NEEDED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE DUE TO HEAVY
WIP TRAFFIC ON MAIN HIGHWAY AT NIORT BECAUSE OF ASTREAT FROM
PANCHING AND EWETLING. JAFS ARE DUG IN ALONG PAOCHING ~ HENOYANG
70AD,  HAVE REACHED SEVERAL LIKELY BASES ONLY SHORT DISTANCE FROM
MATN HIGHWAYS, RAILROADS AND COMMUNICATIONS., WNIPS VERY VERY SHOWT
OF AMM0O, FOOD AND SUPPLIRS.®
A message sent three days later added the informetion that the local
guerrilla commander was "completely loyal, conscientious. Has complete
support of populace."” However, the ssme note of warning recarding Chinese
military capabllities, already shown to have been true in the cagse of
APPLE's operations, was added. The locel soldisrs were desoribed as Teond,
but officers lack training.” Above all, the unit "must awoid friction with
locals,nt On July 31 Cox reported that the unit had been dropped successe
fully. Llocal guerrillss saved BLUEBERRY from an unpleasant time, for the
Japanese were in the vicinity, observed the drop, and attempted to destroy
the commando. These local units beat off the ensmy a:bt&eka-.g
The commando immediately established contact with the local guerrillas
and arranged for what proved to be its only major operstion of record
before the end of hastilit-iea.s Soon after BLUEBERAY 's arrival on the
scene there took place & meeting with General Wang {or Wenz) and a

General Chieng, the commander of ths 10th Ay Guminas.h &%t this
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2.

3.

.'h.‘

Radiogram, Rickerson (SI} to Cox, 23 Jula' 19&5,
085 Archives « Xunming
03,0P.5. = 2nd cammao (Cbmbnt) - #18,

Radlogram, BLUEBERRY to Oeneral Li, 1 Auguat 1945, in
085 Archives - Xunning,
00?.5’. - 2nd Commando (cﬁmt) - #18.
and
Cox to Hcppnar, 00 Monthly Report, dated n July 135, m
088 Archives « Xumming,
0G,0P,3¢ = Hontrhly Rﬁporb. Folder #3.

Material for the sccount and discussion of this operation is
taken from the following sources:

Radiogram, BLUEBERAY Y% Cox, § August 1945, in
08S Archivea » Kuming,
00,0P,5, « 2nd Commando {Corbat) - 18,

Cox to ﬂappner, 00 Menthly Report, dated I Aungust 19L5, in
088 Archives - Xumming. )
Cﬁ.m’.l - G“IHI (60 'B‘) - B?ERRTIONS.

Recommendations for the award of the Silver Star Medsl to

one American officer and ons Amsrican snlisted man for thelr
roles in this operation, These recommendations were addressed
by Cox to the Siretegic Services 0fficer/Hq/053/CT and dated
21 August 1945 and 25 lngnat 1945, They will be found in

083 Archives « Xunming ‘ '
OGOP,Te = Cltlt’.bﬂ!; F‘Dldﬁl‘ ’25-

Chiang is mot to be confused with Generalissimo Chiang Kai Bhek.
There is soms contradiction concarning his exact title and position,
The radiogrem refers to his troops as the "10th Army Cuerrillas,”
while Coxts report to Reppner calls him "Gensral Chiang of the 10th
Guerrille Amy." He was probably the commander of the 10th Ouerrilla

 Army, since the situation mep overlay neither lists nor shows any

Chinese 10th Army among the units of the regular Chinsse forces in
the area. This map overlsy will be founﬁ in
088 Axchives » Xuming,

oﬂ?oh. - !ﬂlm m» !ﬂ.aﬁo

The point is not, in any case, a8 vital one, sinee thers is no
question that the trocps in question were guerrillas and that
they wers under Chiang's command,
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meeting it was decided to abtack enemy installations in or near the
villege of 'I‘aiyuamhih.l The sttacking forces, consisting of BLUEBERRY
plus an assortment of Chinese guerrillas belonging to Wang, Chisng, and
others, outnumbered the Japanese garrison by s ratio of more than two to
ons, The enemy was entrenched behind permanent fortificatione which
included a pillbox system and an outer and inner ring of dai’ensesoz

The attack was an unqualified fallure, Although the atbackers
inflicted casuslties on the Japanese they themselves suffered 18 men
kilied, 9 wounded, including two Americens, and one missing, The fire-
fight lasted for five hours, after which the besiegers withdrew without
being pursued by the defenders., However, not only did the guerrillas
fail to capture the position, but they either could not or would not
prevent the Japsnese Irom sallying forth and burning some houses in the
hills west of the town. At the comclusion of the engzagement the attackers'
smrranition was about exhausted and they were being menaced by Japanese
reinforcements,

The chief resssns advanced for the failure were femiliar ones, BSome
of the Chinese would not fight, The rediogrem steted: "10%th Army fought
none, lousy." Coordination among the attackers was poor, And, insofar
as BLUEBERRY was concernsed, the unit's Chinese commanding officer exhibited
the same lack of initiative and aggressiveness already noted in the case of
his APPLE colleague, Cox stated the mabter thus: *His [HLUEBERRT's Senlor
Americen Officer/ only oriticism was that the Chinese C.0. wae not capable

and had greatly hampered ths employment of the Commande during the attack,®
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2.

Cox's report to Heppner states that t-he attack wes on Taiyuanshih,
not otherwise described., 7The radiogram states that the mission
was to take aad hold Talyusn, One of the two clitations etates
thet the "Commando attacked the Japanese garrison near the
village of TAI YUAN TZE.® 7The other says that the "Commando
attacked enemy instellstions near the village of TAL YUAN T2E,®
All agree that the date of the operation was August 5, 19L5,
Cox's report and the citstions were in part besed on the radio-

- gram, There il no doubt that sll refer to the same opnration.

8es the m::l.ugowo reports dlscussed a'bav., uhich describe
the types of Japaneas installations in this ares. Talyuanshih
wvas "I&enbly ons o!' thtse. .
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The radioed report from the scene expressed it this way: "American 0.,0.'s
fought very well, but are extremely displeased with Col., Chiang, the Sino
0.G. commander, T think be gpoils all." Tt concluded with the statement
that the chief value of &ll Chinese lay in "ambushes and smell operations.”

As 2 result of the evident fallure of the Chinese the command and control
of the unit Lended, ss in the casa of APPLE, to fall by default into American
hands., This is shown by the two citations, both of which state aspeclficelly
that the men cited had led frontsl asseults on the Japanese positions and
erphatically that owing to the bravery of one of them "the Americsn and
Chinese troops were insvired to follow him with the result that heavy
casualiies were inflicted on the enemy.”

It is unfortunate that in the cases of both APPLE and BLUEBERRY
there is no materizl availsbls to indicate what they accomplished apart
from thess fruitless attacks on Japsnese nositions, It is also nnfbrtunate
to ba comnelled to judpge their accomplishments on the basis of the relatively
brief time they spent in the field., There seems to be little question,
however, that the attempt to have the Commandos operate in the manner
of regular infantry troops was 2 fellure. In each casze where the unit
sttempted to attack a2 fortified position they were repulsed., The fault
lay not with the men, since testimony shows that they conducted themselves
very well, That much speaks well for the training which Cox and his
agsociates had given them, Part of the trouble was owimg to the general
incompetence and lack of aggressiveness on the part of the Chiness officers.

A greater part was the impossible situaiion of having the Americans present
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to advise but forbldden to exercise command of any sort, And by far the
grestest part of the trouble wes that the units were compelled to do some-
thing tactically for which they were nelther designed nor equipped. The
almost identieal experiences of beth APPLE and BLUEBERRY, which operaled
in different areas and under different circumetances, emphasize the inherent
wesknesses in the genersl plan for ths 0Gs, weskneases for which 03§ cannot
be held responsible.
K., ©OG OPERATION “BLACYBERRY,®
JULY - AU0UST, 19L5.
In terms of concrete results achieved, 06 Operation BLACKBEARY was
the Chinese commandos' most successful endeavor., In terms of numbers it
was the largest, including as it did the full complement of three commesndos,
In terms of the information which is available concerning its activities,
it furnishes the wmost facta and the most interesting accounts of sny of the
commando operations, And yel 11t presents no features nol evident in the
gccounts of the other two units, This fact is eloquent testimony to the
existence of certain basic problems snd weakneases in the 08 organisation
and in the methods which circumstances end higher headquarters forced unpon
it,
Puring the early part of July the Chinese Combat Command reguested

the servlices of three commando unlis, which were to be attached to CCCts
Central Command for cperetions in the West River valley, The units were

to move eastwards and capture the Tanchuk airiield, then held by the
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Japanese. They were then to continue to move esgtwards and operaste zhead
of the advancing Chinese srmies engaged in putting into practice the plans
of operation CAREONADO. A provisional battslion headquarters was to be
attached to Chinese Headguarters and under Chinese orders paintain opera-
tionsl control of the three comnando mits.l Tha force consimted of the
8th, 9th, and 10th Commandos, known respactlvely by %he codesnames APRICOT,
AVOCADO, and BANANA. The provisional commande battalion headquarters re-
ceived the code-name of BLACKBERRY. The total battalion strength was 80
Americans, 25 interpreters, and 500 Chinese. On July 18 BLACKBERRY wes
3irli fted to Liuchow, The departure {rom Chenglamg alrdrome was held
up for some time on account of various awrldable administrative diffi-
culties, A merias of corments on the airlift operations listed the
following reasons for the serious delays at the &irdz‘am.a

ng, Planes mot centrally located

b, Shortage of 2% ton trucks

c. Lack of Commando Rosters

4, Issulng of armunition end equipment in dark

. Each Commando mot having assigned area
£,

f, Commandos carrying too much heavy equipuent®

The vlsnning snd execution of BLACKBERFI's departure plan was evidently
far less well-menaged thsn APPLE's had been. From Liuchow they ggiled in
sempane down the river to Kwei-ping, which they resched on July 23 and
where they remained for two days. On July 25 they resumed thelr voyage,
followed by the 255th Regiment of the 89th Chinese Infantry Division,
This regiment was to be the “striking force" of the attack on Tanchuk

airfield and was to receive the support in this endeavar of the 2686th
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1.

2,

1,

2.

Cox to OPS0, Weekly operational report, 19 July 1945, and
Cox to OP30, Weokly operational report, 26 July 1945, in

0SS Archives « Fumming,

00,AD 1 = Operational Rap&rh;

A copy of this document will be foumd in
088 Archives - Kumming,
00.0P,5, Operation BLACKBERRY, Folder #1,

Letter, "Dos" (Major John B, Hamblet, MC) to "Colonel® (Cox),
dated 7 August 1545, in '

088 Archives - Kuming,

00,07,7. BANANA Operation, Polder #9,

The foregoing statements are bome out by the following
doouments and radiograms, to be found in the folders indicated,
"Conclusions® on Tanchuk Operation, undated, in

088 Archives = Xumming, '

0G,0P,7. BANANA Operation, Folder #9,

Radlogram, Cox to APPLE and BLUEBERRY, 9 dugast 19!;5‘;
Radiogram, Cox to BLACKBERRY (REAR), 13 August 1945, in
058 Archives ~ Kunming, '
08,0P.5. Operation BLACKEERRY, Folder #1,

Cax to Heppner, 0O Monthly Report, 31 July in
0F5 Archives = Kunming. T 3 July 1915,
00.0P,3 = Monthly Report, Polder #3,
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3, Cox to Heppner, OO Monthly Report, 3 July ighs, in
* 088 Archives = Kuming. |

L, Cox to Commending Genersl/Chinese Combat Command, 10 August 1945,
| i Arohi Kunming. |
gg%ﬁ?.h. V:;zimaa Coxbat Command, Polder F12,

Gox to Heppner, 00 Monthly Report, 7 August 1945, in
S Archives -~ Kurmming.
gfn?cio « CHINA (cﬂ 'B’) - m’!ﬂﬁﬁﬂlﬂ.

See Teb "E" for maps and sketohes to serve as an annex to this
study of OG Operation BLACKEERRY .

g, Cox to mmMng General/Reserve Command ;nd to Commanding
* Gensral/Chinese Commandos, 6 August 1945, in
- N e
ggsa:z:ﬁi:hmu m gmaral, 1st Parachute Regiment, Folder
M3

&. GCox bto Heppner, 0G Monthly Report, 3 hugust 19L5, in
) Archives = Kunming. | |
g?ﬁ?.l. = CHINA {Co WB¥) = OPERATIONS,

-00121A000100190001-3
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Regimens, The river voyage from Liuchow to the Tanchuk ares was a Roome
fortablert ons, at least by Chinose standards, and was undisturbed by sry
Japensse activity., Owing to the usual Chinese delays the 265th did not
join the 00s in the Tanchuk area until July 29, The reascen for this wae
wthe refussl of the regimental commander to cormit his mem until the divi-
sion arrived., This despite orders from NMarshsl Tang at mﬁﬁmﬁfﬂa The
Japanese strength at the airfield was from two to three hundred men,
"supported by L artillery pleces, 2 snti-aircraft guns, snd undetermined
quantities of IMis and mortars, Large stores of supplies had bean brought
in several months agm‘@
on August § 1t was reported thet mumerous commando stlacks on the
alrfield had falled, owing %o the lack of support from the Chinese regiment,
The 00z had capturad their cbjectives, but, in the face of fierce Jaspmnese
cesistance had had bo relinquish them,’ During the course of the following
night, however, the Japanese withdrew from the airfield in an essterly
direction, The Chinese regiment thereupon "moved into Tanchuk against
1ight oppesitign.'s
Cox deseribed the failure of the attempt and the casualties suffered
by BLACKBERRY in the following mrdszﬁ
nThe 265th Regiment d4id not move, and except for sporadic fire,
they did not contribute any effort to the emcounter, notwithe
standing the fact that the regimental Commander had been in on
the planning of the attack., The failure of the 265th Regiment
to be committed, allowed the Japs to turn ell their ettention
to the Commandos and & five hour pitched batile took place,
during which the Commandos were subjected to deedly and accuyrate
mortar fire, and much sniping, When thiz amsunition gave oui,
the Commandos were forced to withdraw to safer ground., They
nad suffered casuslties to the nurber of 22 killed, 31 wounded,
and one interpreting officer killed, 3y some miracle, no
Americen cesuslties were sustained, even though they had been
in the thick of the fighting., Durirg the night of 3 Augusi,

the Jeps withdrew from TANCHUR and the 265th Regiment moved
into the town and the airfleld.®
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Following this action BLACKBERRY remained at Tanchuk until the end of the
W,

Tn its main outlines BLACKBEHRY's mission, as defined by the Opera-
tion Plan, conforms to ithe pattemn glready observed in the ceses of
APPIE and BLUERERRY. The chief difference is that the tactical employment
of the units in direct support of regular military operations is much
more important thsn the gusrrilla activities. The Operation Plan, dated
July 15, 1945, spelled out BLACKBERRY's mission in considerable detsil and
attempted to resclve the problem of who was o exercise comand. The
nission was as follows: ’

"First Battalion Chinese Commandos (Provisionsl), consisting
of provisionel Batielion Headgquarters, ¥ighth, Ninth and

Tenth Conmandos, will move wis alr transportation, on 18«19
July 19L5, to LIUCHOW ..., and will there be placed under

the Commending General, 89th Chinese Division, for the purpose
of carrying out such missions as may e within thelir capabil-
1ties, These missions may include:

a, Ueconnalssance of the area of operation in advance of the
Divizion.

n. Atteck and destruction of such snemy garrisons and instal-
lations, slong the route of advence, as may be within the
capabilities of the Commandos, es determined by thelr
Leaders and as directed by tha Division Commander.

8. Attack srd seisure of such key towns or festures, along the
route of advance, &8s mey be within the capabilities of the
Commandos, as determined by thelr Leaders and as ordered by
the Division Commender. Holding of such points uniil ree-
lieved by elemenis of the Division or as directed by the
Division Commandar,

ds During coordinated attack of an enesy position by elements
of the Division, to establish such road blocks a8 msy be
directed by the Division Commander for the purposs of
preventing withdrawal of enemy forces or their reenforce-
ment .
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1.

erational Groups: BLACKEERRY, AP0 627, Operation Plan,
gg July 1545, A ecopy of this p{m w1l be found in

- 088 Archives = Kunming,

03.0P. 5. Operstion BLACKEERRY. Folder #1,

The complets personnel rosters, finemcial, supply and @qaupplj |
paemimgg (wig; ebda-mrkimo): commnications, and other admin-
istrative arrangements for BLACKEERRY will alsc be renng! in this

Operationsl Groupss BLACKBERRY, APO 627. Operation Plan,
15 July 1945, in o -
088 Archives - Kumming,

00.0P.5, Operation ELACKEERRY. Folder {1,
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e. Disruption of enemy lines of communication in the WEST
RIVER srea, along the route of advance of the Division,
at such times and places as may be dirscted by the Division
Commander,

1o

Selazure of enemy transportation eguipment, land or water,
which would asaist the advance of the Dlviaion.

Partienler attention will be paid to the intelligence derived
from the conduct of these operations, A high priority will be
assigned to the transmission or forwarding of enemy information
to this headouarters,”

(521
-

Additionsl material bearing on BLACKBERRY's mission was included in enother
part of the Operstion ?1&:1:1
%3, MOVEMENT TO AREA OF QPERATION

f, Subject to orders, Lo be issued by representatives of
Commanding Usnersl 89th Chinese Division, at LIUCHOW,
units will be hald in readiness to move cut along
route of advance within first twenty-four heour period
after arriveal,

g. Decision as to employment of subordinste elements of
the Battelion or individual Commandos wlill reat with
the Battalion Commander or Commande Leaders concerned
as the situation reguires.

h, It is expected that the Battslion will be met abt LIUCHOW
by representatives of Commending Usneral 8%th Chiness
Division, who will be able to provide information as to
ration procursment, availahility of coolie labor,
acceptable currency, ete.”

This 00 mission wost clearly called for gverrille unlts to operate
in direct support of reguler military cperations and under the close
control of Division commanders, Excluding the mlissions concerning the
collection of intelligence information, it is at once evident that none
of BLUEBERRY'a authorized activities include true guerrilla cperations,

For one thing, the unit's area of operations was c¢losely confined in every
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casa Lo that lying athwart the Division's route of advance, In other
words, BLACKBERRY was to provide the closest of tactical support to
the Chinese R9th Division. There was no provision for the type of
harassing sctivities contemplated by Donovan and his sssoclates, In
addition, all parts of the missions envisage regular infantry assaults
upon, and defense of, prepared positions, rather than the hit-and-run
type of guerrilla attack, harassment, and destruction, BLACKBERRY was
to sttack and destroy snemy garrisons} to attack, ssize, and hold towns
and "featurea”; to ssteblish road blocks and defeand them ageinst advancing
or withdrawing regular enemy unitsj and to selze and hold enemy trensportae
tion equipment and dlsrupt enemy lines of communicetion, Thus was seb
forth in concrete terms the reaning of "direct tactical support of the
advanoing armies," which was quite a different reaponsibility from that
which both {ox and Doagvan had contemplated for the (OGs.

It had been directed from the beginning in China that control over the
0Gs was to rest with the Thester Commander, who might delegate Lt to sub-
ordinate commanders, In this case the commander of the 89th Chinese
Infentry Division had complete control of the unit, slthough he was com-
pelled, by the terms of this Operation Plan, o consult BLACKBERRY's
Eommandq Lezder, The directlve stated that BLACEBEERRY was to "be placed
under the Commanding Ceneral, 89th Chinese Division, for the purpose of
carrying out sich missions ss may be within their capabilitles." The
existence of this "capabllities® cleuse glves rise to an interesting ouese

tion: who was to detarmine the capabllities? In two of the paragraphs
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wnich define the missions in detsil the following answers were provided:
uh, Attack and destruction of such enemy garrisons end instsl-
= lations, slong the route of advance, as may be within the
capabilities of the Commandos, as determined by their
Lezders and as directed by the Division Commander,
c. Attack and seisure of such key towns or features, alomg the
=  route of advence, as may be within the capabilities of the
Commandos, as determined by their Leaders snml as ordered by
the Division Commander.®
In the remaining paragraphe it was simply stated elther that the Commandos
were to do a particular Jjob or that they were to do a particuler job when
ordered by the Division commander,

The directive therefors provides on legal grounds in these two cases
some possibility of the Commando Lesder'!s being able to infiuence the
conduct of the operations of his unit, He was to determine capatliities,
On practical grounds, however, this possibility ssems rather remte.
BLACKBERRY wae, after all, specificslly placed under the command of the
Commanding Genersi of the B9th Division, It is possible that the Commsnde
Lesder might, through the use of unususl powers of persuasion, be &ble 1o
cause the Division Commender to wmodify & mission on the grounds that i%ts
accomplishment was not within the Commendo's capabilities. But if the
Division Commarder nevertheless persisted in his decislon there was, on
practical grounds, no option for the Commando Leadsr but to chey, In sum,
despite the existence of such gualifying clauses as these, there can be
no donbt that the Cormmando was completely at the disposal of the Division

Commender. Command must rest with someone in s military organisation. In

this case it rested completely with the mviaioﬁ Copmander, The point to
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be borne in mind is that there was a vast difference in this cese between |
what was "legally" possible and what was "practically® possible,

It is therefore clear that in terms of mission and function the
BLACKBERRY operatlon bore no resemblance other than the most superficlal
one to a suerrilla operation of the type originslly contemplated, BLACK.
BERRY was %o act almoat exclusively as an sdvance infantry assault unit,

Some idea can be gained of conditicons in the operationsl ares by
reference to several intelligence reports drefted during the period from
BLACKBERRY's departure from Liuchow and the action at Tanchuk.l These
reports came to 00 headguarters from AVOCADO'!'s and BANAKA's intelli-
gence teams in the f‘hld.z

& venture into the West River valley sres was sn expedition into No-
Mants-Land, AVOCADO's tesm encountered no enemy units, since they were
either in the process of withdrawing eastwards or southwards or else were
installed in fortified vﬁhgn and hill positions, At Shilung, on July 23,
for inatance, the tesm heard sutomatic rifle fire, which upon investige-
tion turned out to be the result of the struggle between two rival political
factions for possession of the town, One of these factions was "opposed
to Centrsl Govermment.® No Japanese were imvolved., On the following day
the team Interviewed a local boatman, who infomed them that there had
been no Japanese in the area since the middle of June, but that elements
of regular Chinese units had passed through, From the same source they
heard & report that Japanmese strength at Tanchuk was in the neighborhood

of 300, At Kweiping they interviewed the commander of the local defense

Approved For Release 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121A000100190001-3

SECRET



Approved For Redease 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121A0€0100190001-3

13
1,

2o

The intelligence avallable to BLACKBERRY before its departure
from Kumming 4id not differ meterially from that supplied to
APPLE, S8ee, therefore, the sppropriate part of the sectioen
devoted to the activities of APPIE, :

These pre-departure inteliigence reports for BLACKBERRY will
be found in . _ o '
088 Archives - Kunming, :
m’QOPCSQ - -’B‘plrltian BLACKERRY. Folder ﬂo
and in
08¢ Archives - Kuming. , =
OG.GP.G. - mm% 'ta. hlm ﬂ' .

Ses the following reports:

Report from AVOCADO intelligence temm, dated 26 July 19115, and
covering the period 23 - 25 July 1945; S .

Report from AVOCADO intelligence team, dated 8 August 1545, and
covering the perlod 25 July « h August 19L5; o .
Report from BANANA, dated 7 July 19L5 /aic. 7 August is intended/,
and covering the period 26 July - 5 August 1945,

Coples of these reporis will all be found in

0S8 Archives -~ Xuming,

. 003.0P,7, BANANA Opsretion, Folder #9.
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militia, He informed them that the enemy had left Kweiping during the
third wesk in June and that Japanese atrengzth at Tanchuk was in the neigh-
borhood of 400, suvported by mortars and light and heavy machine guns, The
Panchuk Japanese ware said to be in "radio and stesmbost compunications®
with their fellows down-river at Wuchow. At Ping-nam the team found soms
%Chinese Special Troops,” who turned out to be U.S, Navyetrained guerrillas,
From these snd other scurcea information was gathered to indicate that the
enemy was prevaring to evacuate Tanchuk, since on July 25 "at 0130 hours
more than eight (8) large boats left TANCHUE « filled with equipment and
Jap soldiers, More boats sre being prepared to move at the whar{ in
TANCHUE,® By July 27 the group had moved to the Tanchuk neighborhoed,
where "the special Troop commander of this area was greatly pleased at

my visiting nls front lines and staged an attack on the village of MRHLING
for my benefit.,® The attack was, ominous portent, repulsed. However,
the enemy evacuated Mehling shorily theresfter, Tamchuk itself was found
to be under attack and haraassment by an undetermined number of local
guerrillss, The purpose of these citations has been to show that the pree
operational intelligence reports were substantisally correct in their view
of the situsticn: the Jepanese clinging to fortified positions and theiy
lines of communication; the open countryside undsr the control of whatever
local power had been able to impose its will on the imhebitants; and the
fact that these locel powers might or might not be particulerly loyal to

the centrasl Chinese govermment., Such was the situation into which were

thrust the Thinese commandos,
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The Tanchuk airfield apera;t»ion was the only one in which BLACKRERRY
participated before tha end of the wer, It is possible to enslyse it
rether fully, since three eccounts and several fleld sketch maps have
beaen preserved, These include cne repert writien by an officer in batislion
headquerters, which is useful for gaining s general pictwse of the operation,
two reports written by an American of ficer with the Sth Commando (APRICOT),
and ons written by the Semise American Officer of the 10th Commando (BANANWA),
These ere particularly valuable, because their authors all participated in
the action,

dccording to the battalion report, the Chinese 265th Regiment, which
was Lo rmake the mein asmault on Tenchuk, left Liuchow two days after
BLACKBEREY's departure from the city, By the time Pingenam was reached,
however, the commando waa five days shead of the regiment, "despite orders
from CCC and Marshel Teng of the 13th Army to the Col, Jof the 265th
directing him not to delay anywhere enroute."” After further deley, again
attributed to the sloth of the Chinese commander of the 2A5th, both
units asserbled in the Tanshuk neighborhood,

The Tanchuk position was as fo},lwa.g The air strip was located aboutb
2000 yards north of the West River, while Tanchuk village wae on the river
bank. About 500 yards east of the airfleld was the village of To~chung,
which served as a Japanese heedquarters, To=-chung nestled at the foot of
a ridge which ran generally in a north-south direction and which had seversl

high peaks, The wvillage of Mefulin lay at the Foot of the ridge about 1300
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1, Report by APRICOT on Tanchuk Operation, dated 7 August 19L5;

2.

Report by APRICOT onm Tanchuk Operation, dated 8 August 19453
Report by BANANA on Tanchuk Operation, no date, signed by Captain
George Ounderman, Jr., Senior American Officerj

Repart by BLACKBERRY on Tanchuk Operation, 10 August 1945,

These will all be found in

088 Archives - Kumming, _

0G.0P.7. BANANA Cperation, Folder #9,

It will be recalled that "BLACKEERRT" was the code-name glven
to the copsration as & whole and that it alsc wes the cods-name
given to the battalion hesdquarters., The battalion consisted
of the 8th, 9th, and 10th Commendos, whose code-nsmes were,
respectivelys APRICOT, AVOCADO, BARANA.

Sea the same folder for a completo list of Amsrican officers
and snlisted men engaged in Operation BLACKBERRY.

8ince the radiograms from the field do not present any features
dLfferent from the written accounts of BLACKEERRY ts part in
the Tanchuk operation, they will not be included here. See the
following folders, however, for coples of thems :
088 Archives - Xuming.
0G.0P.5, = Oparation BLACKBERRY, PFolder f1,

: and
088 Archives « Kunming,
%ﬁg. OP,3. Projectas BOSTON, Operational Reports & Cables,

LS

Ses Tab “E.s.,% I, for the sketch eitustion map on which
this passage is based. 4 copy of this map will be found in
088 Archives - Xunming.

00.0P.7. BANANA Opcrlﬂon., Folder ”.
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yards north of To-chung. At the southern end (and highest point) of this
ridge were located one zet of Jepanese defensive positions, facing morth
and east. This ridge was ¥nown as Hill #5. About 3000 yards east of the
enemy works on Hill #5 was snother and more precipitous ridge, which also
had saversl peaks, ‘The highest of these was spproximately in the center
of the ridge and contained arother and more formidable set of enemy positions,
The enemy defeonses wers arranged so as to provide s fisld of fire in any
direction. This ridge also ran generally in a north - south direction
and wss known es Hill #L4. BLACKBERRY Battalion headguarters were located
on the extreme northerly slope of RBill #L during the action, About 3500
yards to the north of Hill #, and not conmsoted with it, were Hills #2 and
#3, which APRICOT occupied from July 28 to July 30 and from July 3 to
August 2, respectively., These Japenese positions were strong, owing partly
to the rough terrain, partly to the fortificationa themselves, which included
pill boxes, machine gun &nd mortar emplacements, and communication trenches,
snd partly to the support which the ememy was able to give with Wes 81lmm
mortara and other light artillery pleces, Some of these ware located in
To=chung and others on the hills thempelwes., Capture &nd retention of both
Hills #h and #S was essential to cspturs and control of the ailrfield,

After the arrival of the 265th and BLACKBERRY in the Tenchuk ares the
Senior Amerlcan Officer of the commando battalion suggested that the 265th
do the actuel attacking and capturing of the airfield and that the commandos

"ha plecad downstream in an ambush on any escaping Japs,” The Chiness
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celonel refused to agree to this plan, which, ineidentslly, wes far more

in accord with the true and original concept of what the commandocs were
supposed to do thean what was sctually done, 8ince, however, the Chinese
colonel of the 265th would have nothing to do with BLACKBERRY's plan, the
Amerlcens could do nothing further, This was the result of Theater
directives concerning Chinsse - Arerican relations in combat unite, Accord-
ingly, the following plen was aﬂopted.,l

“Shortly after midnight and continuing sporadically until our
[T.e., BLACKPERRY'e, This and the succeeding quotetion ere
token from the report by the battalion offi main attack
wes lsunched, the regiment waa to create a small diversionary
attack on ths southwest end of the airstrip near the village of
Tenchuk, At 6:00 PH the 8th Commando was to open its attack
on a high Bill which had a strongly entrenched pillebox with
other gun emplacements, At the same time a barrage of 60m
and Blam mortar fire was to be lsid down on two smeller hills
which overlooked and surrounded the small willege conteining
the Jeap CP and thelr 70mm gun positions snd an Slmm mortar
position, When that fire was 1ifted, the 10th Commando, which
mearvhile was te heve crept up to the base of the two small
hills, was to attack the hillend fire a yellow flare, indicating
to the regiment that the line was taken by ue and they would
sand & battalion to take the small town contzining the Jap CP.
The airport would then have been sure. Thia plan was accepted
and agreed upon by the €0 of the 265th and us,

Meanwhile, the Fth Commando less 2 sections, held back as reserve
for the maln detell, was to be on the river for an smbush against
any Japs escaping in boats.®
The dispatch of the 9th Commando (AVDCANG)} for smbush preparations on the
river shows that at least pert of the American officerts plan wes adopted,

On the other hand, APRICOT and BANANA were given the uncongenial tesk of

reducing Hills #4 and #5 respectively, while the 265th was to create diversion

and to secure the alrstrip once the vital hill positions hed besn captured,
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1, The statement ®6100 PM" 1s in error and should read "6:00 AM,"
meaning the morming of August 3.
The Slmm mortars mentioned in the text as supporting the com-
mandos were not part of their table of equipment, but belonged

to the Chiness, The only mortars vhich the commandos ussd were
the 80mm ones,
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This scheme went a&wry, howewar, in that the Chinese gave no support
and that the Americana 1n one case were unsble to capture their objeclive
and in the cther to hold it, Fuwrthermore, the 9th Cormando became involved
in an unfortunate incident on the river. In one sense the operation did
succeed, however, since the Chinese and Americans did ultimately get conirol
of the atrnort and village, The Japanese voluntarily evacuated Tanchuk during
the night of August 3 = L, The brief account of these events followes

"The attack of the 8th and 10th Commandos went off as plenned

and the 10th Commandn fired the yellow flare and kept the line
walting for the Bn of the regiment to follow through on its

pert of the agreed plan and take the town, HNo activity was

noticed at all on the part of the regiment save a few shots al

tha far osther end of the fisld, Inastead of a battalion to tske

the town only a small party was sent and they were repulsed by

the Japs, After holding the two mall hills for about 6 hours
under murderous rortar fire, 70mm fire, 5T fire and snipers fire
and never recelving the expected and promised help from the
regiment, they were forced to withdraw because of high casualties
and a complete expending of all their ammunition. Ths 8th Commando
ran into much heavier opposition than was expected and about U
ofelock in the afternoon wers given order to withdraw, for the amme
reasong as the 10th,

The 9th Commendo at about 5:00 AM sighted & sampans floating dowm
the river toward their smbash, When the boats were wilhin range
of the smbush the Chinese 00 gave orders to open fire on the boats,
When the ambush was over, it was discovered that the boats con-
tained Chinese civilians who had been carrying sslt for the Japs
at Tanchuk and other Jep pointe down the riwer, Firat ald was
ziwven the wounded by the Americensz,

At about 11:20 the American C0 reguested permiassion ... to with-
draw the Commando back to the base,

That night Jep sniper fire kept up on our positlons on the high
ground and then about midnight stopped. The next morning we
observed Chinese of the regiment walking all over the hills we
had fought on and taken the dgy previous., The remants of the
Japs had withdrawn during the night after the atitack in very
much of & hurry via the river and overland south of the West
River.#
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The two APRICOT reports give a more detailed account of the assanlts
in which that wdt was engaged, The August 7 report spesks of the assault
on H1ll #4 e3 Tthe high point of Apricot's part in the operation,® This
was divided roughly into fowr phases, all on August 3, 1945: from 0300
to 0700, the spproachj from 0700 to 0800, the assault attempt; from 0800
to 1500, the "attempt o reduce enemy emplscements with mortar and bazooka
fire"; from 1500 to 1530, the withdrawsl, The August 8 report goes into
more deteil, APRICOT's first objective was & ridge (lime EF) on the spproaches
to the Japanese positions on Hill #h.l This ridge was to be reached by dawm.
"From that point the attack on enemy pesitions at Z was to be launched with
support from 8lmm morisr on Bill 3 and from our own rmortars and light machine
guns." Coincident with this aasault, "a diversionary azttack ageinst posie-
tion 7 was to be launched from the south slope at dawn.,” The Pirst Branch
(Rifle) "provided security et eastem base of Hill ! end provided aguad
for the diversionary attack." Branches Two, Three {both Rifle), Four
(Mortar), and Five (IM3) mede up the force allotted to the main abtack,
Four and Five were to support Two and Three. Branch $ix (Demolitions)
"was broken up into amwo bearing details." Coolies were to help with ammunie
tion bearing and gemeral resupply. Owing to "lack of intelligence as o
terrain and enemy positions,® no specific plans had been made beyond the
decision to attack position X from line EF,

The approach to the jump=off point (EF) for the sssauli on the peak
of Hill #4 (position 2} was delayed by overcast weather and confusing

terrain, From this point the weaknesses in the commend structure and in
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1, See Teb ®E.f,,* Item II., This is the sketch mep of HiI1 #l
. on which this mccount is based, The letters (vis,, line EF,
etc,) all refer to this sketch map; ltem IIT shows in more
detail the Japanese positions on R1ll &,
120

1. The point G in blue is meant here.
The point G in Ted refers to the second Japanese counter-zttack.

2. The attempt wms certainly asde to recognisze this mants efforts,
since he was recommended for a battlefisld coammission,  This
- was denied him by higher headquarters,
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the definition of what must be the relationship between Americans snd
Chinese dominated the procesdings. Once pogitlon EF had been reached,
there was a deloy occasioned by the Chinese reluctence to proceed. At
about 0630 the diversionary attack wes lawnched from the point ‘G.i The
squad ceme under Japanese [ire when atout 100 ysrds from positien Z,
Thersupon ensued a remarkable incident., The Amerlcen non-commiasioned
officer assigned to that squad “wss unable to get the Chinsse sqd, 1dr,
to move forward and attempted to lead anm assault on his own. But the aqusd
did not follow him,* This American thereupon mede en Individusl rush ad
the Japanase position Z and came within 25 yards of it., Although this
diversionary attack accomplished little, it did have the result of drawing
Japanese fire (which it was intended to do)}. At this point the mein attack
might have selzed the Japénese position on the summit., The autheor of the
report indulged in a masterplece of understatement when he said, speaking
of the one-man diversionary attack, that the American's "efforts are
worthy of recognitiomt 12

While these events were teking place, Branches Two and Three were
having their difficulties, When the diversionary sttack opaned the
commando mortars and machine guns opened fire on position 2 and "wasted
most of their ammo firing blindly in the direction of 2 before the Amerie
ceng could get them on the proper target.” This was not @48y, becsuse
"during this period the crest of the hill was covered by a cloud bank and

cbservation was poor.® The tw branches maneuversd back and forth for
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some time between nositions EF, 0D, snd A, sows of the movements belng
made without the knowledge of the Americana, Meanwhile the cloud bank
14fted, The enemy "with its excollent flelds of fire pimned both the
24 and 3d branches to the ground.,” Scon thereafter the Japsnese made &
counbereattack at point ¥, which failed to dislodge the commandos, but
which inflicted casualties on them, Japanese snipers also took their
toll and succeeded in di srapting the accuracy of the cormmandes! mortar
and bazooka fire, This stalemete endursd until mid-aftemocen, at which
time, owing Yo a second Japanese counter-zttack this time agsinst point
8, snd to the withdrawal of BANANA from ite positions 0!1' Bill #5, & withe
drawal wag ordered, The enomy wes left in possession of his position Z.
The 10th Commando {DANANA) received the mission of taking Hill #5,
in order to support the 265th Regiment's assault on ?a-chung.l In pursuit
of this goal BANANA attacked the hill and had captured it by 0630, driving
off in the process an estimated squad of Jspsnese soldiera. The remainder
of the time up to 1100 wes spent in exchanging fire wiih the enemy. The
latiter returned BAKANA'a fire "and proceeded to lay an 81 mm barrage on
our positions which was very effectivs and produced casualties,” At
1100 the Chinese unit {of the 265th), after neither giving nor recelving
much fire, began to withdraw., This withdrawsl put BAHANA in & most uncom-
fortable position, since "both sniping & artillery fire was being directed
at our reer and left flank,® A good deal of thiam hostile fire was coming

from the eneny positions on Hill #k, which APRICOT had been unable to

Approved For Release 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121A000100190001-3

SECREY



Approved For R&ase 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121A0€6100190001-3

2

1. See Tab "E,h.," Item IV, for a skeich msp showing the ares in
general and the movemsnts of the 10th Commando (BANANA) in
particular, WNote that on this msp that Hill # is mistakenly
lebeled *Hill #6% end that Hill #2 (or £3) is mistakenly
labeled *Hill #4.* Bee Items I - ITI for the correct version.
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eliminate. By noon the Chinese supporting unit had retreated to Mei-lin,
which sction completely exposed BANANA's right flank and permitied "the
enemy to concentrate his entire volume of fire on our positione.® Withe
drawal was finally authoriged and, efter a "Banzael® etiack by twenty-five
Japenese hed been repulsed with heavy casuaslties to the attackers, was
suecessfully completed by nmid-sfterncon.

As has besn already stated, the Japsnese volunterily withdrvew from
Tenchuk during the night, leaving both village and airfield in possession
of the 265th and BLACEBERRY, In the sense of results achieved, the opera-
tion was thus & success, However, the enemy had repulsed the Allied effort
to dislodge him by force, From the point of view of a8 successful tactical
attack operation, therefors, the operation was 8 failure, Thiz remains true,
even assuming that the Japenese withdrew because they feared that heavier
sttacke would follow., This is only an assumption, however, since there is
no evidence avallable to prove it and since the genersl Jepsnese policy
begirming early in 1945 had besn to withdraw their forces graduelly but
steadily towards Canton,

The Jepanese held their position on Hill #h wth 2 small force estimated
at betwesn fiftesn and thirty men, They held Hill # with an estimated
squad, The remainder of the totel estimated available Japanese strength
of three hundred at Tenchuk was in Tanchuk village, Toechung village,
snd on the air field. The APRICOT force allotted to the main attack on
Hill #k comprised Branches Two and Three, with a botal strength of £8,
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supported by Branches Fouwr and Five, with a total strength of ld.l Thus,

4f the four branches are lumpad together, the attackers ouinumbered the
defenders by betwsen three and one-hslf and a bit more than seven to one,
depending upon the number of Japsnese sctuslly on the hill, If only the
main assault force (Branches Two and Thres) are considered, the ratio in
favor of the sttackers was between a little more then two snd a little less
than five to one., The First Branch, which had the responsibility for mount-
ing the diversionery attack, had st leest s strength equal to that of the
defenders and at mgst an advantage of more than two to one, The ratio of
attackers to defenders on Hill #5 was equally favorabls to the atiackers,
The total strength of BLAGKERRYZ was 500 Chinese, 60 Arericans, and 25
Interpreters, ind yet the operation failed, Despite the enesy advantage
of holding heights behind fortificetions 1t is difficult not to agrae with
the statement of APRICOT's reporter in his August 8§ raport that "a bayonet
and grenade assault by the 24 Branch under covering fire of the other branches
would have carried the hill with poasibly medium casualties.”

Variocus velid ressons were advsnced for the failure, BANANA Dlamed
the supporting unit of the 265th Regiment, which withdrew and left the
commendo exposed to unrestricted enemy fire, and the rest of the Reginment,
which failed completely to perfom its part in the operation, BRoth APRICOT
and BANANA attributed the failurs to the conduct of the Chinese officers
In command of thelr units and to the weaknesses in BLACEKBEREY battalion

headquarters, APRICOT's reporter recommended in his Augst 8 report that
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1. Sea Tab "B" for the Commandos' Table of Organisation, The
sctual sbrength varied little from the T/0 strength, The
figures given in the text include Chinese, Americans, and
Interpraters, : '

2, This figure includes AVOCADO, which did not teke part in the
main attack, In addition, of course, there waz the Chinese
265th Regiment,
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the Chinsse cormender be replaced and castigated him in these terms:

%"The conduct of the Chinese (.0, during the fight was dis-
graceful, At no time would he move out of his covered
position to coordinete and direct the maneuvers of the two
rifle branches, He never personglly observad the forward
nosition of his troope or made any move forward to do so.

Tn my opinion he was daged with fright and must bs repleced.”
Elsewhere in the same document the reporting of ficer shated that there
were four reasons for the fallure, 211 of which he laid “ab the feet of
the Chinese C.,0.,%t "1, Foor supporting fires; 2. Lack of coordination;
3. Poor resupply; h. Inertia of the commanding of ficer.” RANANA's
Senior American Officer was favorsbly disposed towerds the Chinese officers
in his unit, with the exception of the commander. Concerning the battalion
commander and other of ficers he reported:

Tt is the opinion of this Officer that throughout the recent
action, the Bn command was extremely wesk and lacked aggres-
siveness, Too much indeclsion was evident whers a gquiekly
calculated decision at the propitious time would have had
more desirable effacts and would have most certainly assured
the annihiletion of the Jepamse fHrees,”

ard
%The failure of Chinese Officers to recognisze imminent situs-
tione loses valuable time, Many occasions in the past fow
weeks have proven the Chinese Officers unwilling to cooperate
to the polnt of uncelled for obstinacy.”
Thers is no question but that the Theater Directives concerning the question
of command and the relstionship between Americans and Chinese personnel
had crested a situation wherein the conduct of the Chinese officers wae

of paramount importance. There 18 & remarksble consistency in the comments

on this subject of those Americans who served with APPLE, BLUEBERRY, and
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BLACKDERRY. They all cslled attention to the unsatisfactory performance
of the Chinese comnando officers, Under such circumatances the burden of
command fell by default upon the shoulders of the Amesricens assigned %o the
commandos., GStudy of the reports of the Tanchuk action reveals that in most
cases the ordars to advance, deploy, or retreat were given by ths Americans.
This is particularly true in the case of APRICOI's diversionary attack.
Support for thess statements is to be found in the citations for distinguished
performance by the Amsricans. The recomrendations inverisbly emphasised
that the officers and men in question led their units, directed fire, and
generally took the initiative in nction.l
A third major reason for the failure of the operalion was the generally
good use which the Japenese made of their rescurces. DBANANA'as Senior
Americen Officer did not spesk of them.ke In woth of his reports APRICOT's
reporting officer spoke of Japanese tactios and how they affected the
0Ga, In his Aungust 7 report he states that the Japanese fortifications
wers disappointingly fragile, but praises the enemy's tactics:
“They pinned Apricot down with sutomstic weapons or sniper
fire from crest of hill., They infiltrated snipers arcund
Apricot's left flank, clear down to lower reachss of wountain,
and succeeded in pinning down lst Branch minus one squad ab
back of hill, At same time snipers held 2d and 3d branches
static in their positions, precluding wmaneuver. Two counterw
attacke ..., led by Nambu lights making lots of noise also
imnobiliged our force. Action of the Jap snipers, operabing
{ndividually was superior. The Jap snipers operating over the
mountain to our left and in the rear was extremely deceptive
and effective, We should have sent ouwr counter snipers - &lso
eperating as individusls, This would have allowed us to
maneuver,

His light counter attacks around Apricot’s left flenk were nolsy.
Again their tactics were good, &s 1t kept Apricot worried,®

Approved For Release 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121A000100190001-3



Approved For Release 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-001 217900100190001-3

125
I, B8ee the following folders for these citationss
0SS Archives - Kunming. ‘ _
00,0P,7, DANANA Operation, Folder #9.
0S5 Archives - Kurming, |
0G.0P,7, = Citations, Folder #25,
088 Archives - Tumming : .
0@.0?.!1, = Promotions ‘tﬂ Citations, Feld’fﬂgq
2. It should be unmbeud that BANANA 5¢iuad its abjeem.n with
- 1ittle difficulty.
126

1. "Conclusions® on the Tanchuk operation, undatid‘ 1&
058 Archives - Kunming,.
00,0P.T, BARARA o;aerauon.‘ Polder #9.
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In his August 8 report he sayst
#Five snipers {estimate) infiltrating behind Apricot forced
two bhranches into bowldl below EF snd M scouraged maneuver. Also
harried 1st Branch et base of hill pimming it down.

The Jap use of individual snipers using their own initiative
wag clever,

The Jsp proved resourceful as an indiﬁdual and as a unit,"
Cleerly, Japanese skill combined with ths inertis of APRICOT's Chinese
officers played an importart part in the fallure to take Hill #hL.

Finally, it is necessary to congider the conduct and quality of the
Chinese soldier, It has already been noted in the casses of APPLE and
PLUEBERRY that there iz 1ittle information on this subject beyond general
statements that the soldisrs conduoted themselves well or that they fought
well, In RLACKBERRY's case likewise most attention was directed towsrds
the Chinese officers, However, the reports on the Tamhuk pparation do
provide & few clues and permit the drawing of the mot too surprising cone
clusion that the Chinsse soldiers for the most part behaved in direct
ratio to the wsy in which thelr Chinese officers behaved.

One report makes the usual statemert that "high preise must be
given to the Individuél Chinese scldier who fought gallant [5137 and
wen,.“l While this may be true in general it is certeinly mot true in
all cases, since the comments of APRICOT's and BANANA's reporting officers
& ffer radically and agree only in thalr unfavorashle corments sgbout bettalion
headguarters (which contsined very few Chinese scldiers). APRICOT's August

8 report, in speaking of the spproach movement to Hill #l, spys:
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#ipon reaching 1nitial cbjsctive 2d Branch thought that they

had resched the crest and that the pogitions were unoccupied,

Ismedistely the Chinaese began to rejoice and it took some time

tp convince them that the Jap positiona were beyond this polnt.”
The diversionary attack on Hill #l was carried out single-handedly by an
Arerican because the squad refused to follow him, At the same time “4he
mortars and wochine guns went into position and oponed fire. They wasted
rost of their ammo firing blindly in the direction of 2 bafore the Ameri-
cens could zet them on the proper terget.” The bezooks and mortar fire
from APRICOT during the stalemate sround #111 #4 befors the unit's with-
drawal was "very inancurate duve to sccurate sniping from the Jap positions,
The pill box was still in good condition at 1200."

On the other hand, BANANA apperently conducted itself in an exemplary

menner, for their American of ficer cormented as follows:
uPhe 10th Commendo had true aggressive assault spirit, They
deployed well snd held excelient fire discipline throughout
the entire action. A cool, well simed deliberate fire eccounted
for many Japanese casualties. Fxcellent sarksmenship was dis-
played by the BAR erews and 1¥0 crews., The preparatory mortar
rire was excelleni, Prior to the taunching of the attack, it
was delivered at a range of 1500 yards and nesded very little
adjustment, Ths American Senior Officer exprasses the ubmost
admiration for the Chiness personuel of the 1nth Cormando and
the Chinese of ficers.”

The evidence hes mesde it clear thab BANANA's performsnce was in
gensral auperior to that of APRICOT, Not only did 1% take ond hold its
objective wntil forced off by a combination of withering Japanese flre
and the 7silure of APRICOT snd the Chinese supporting unit from the 265th

Regiment, but slso the comments of its Senior American Officer are far

rmore favorable than are those of APRICOT's reporting offlicer. There was
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thus an uneven quality in the performance of the (68 which helps to explain
the taetical failure of the operation. Another reason for the failure at
Tanchuk is therefore that APRICOT's men, probably owing to the inferior
quel ity of their Chinese officers, proved, on the whole, wanting in what
had been described &8s the requisite commendo qualities of initistive,
dash, and agrressiveness, That PANARA's personnel apparently possessed these
onalities in greeter wessure wes insufficlent to compensste for APRICOT's
shortcomings,

Finally, it =ust be remembered that the commandos were not designed
to be used as regular assault troops, In partioulsr they did not have
the armsment necessary effectively to carry out attacks on prepared posi-
tiong guch es those of Tanchuk, When their support failed to materialise,
ag it did at Tanchuk, they were exposed to most unpleassant consequences,
Such were some of the results of the Theater policy governing the organige-

tion, use, and control of the 0SS Uperational Oroups units.
L, BSUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The Operationsl Group effort during World War IT, btoth in China and
to & lsaser extent in Europe, waz influenced by three basic guestions,
The first waa: vhat role ghouvld guerrillia warfare play in the Allled
affort apeinet the Axis? This guestion was never reslly answered in a
practical manner, Two schools of thought put forth thelr ldess on the
subjset, The first school, ldentifled with Donovan, Cox, and thelr asso-
clates, felt that guerrills warfare should be waged and should be essentially
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stratagic in nature. Their basic premise was that in the absence of Allied
military capebility to defest the enemy in battle Allied guerrillas should
strike him where he was the most vulnerabls, that is, to attack his commun-
ications lines, small garriscns, and other such installations, Bince the
guerrillas, by their very mtm'é, could not without support hops to meet
the enemy troops on equal %erms, they should concentrate on hit-end.run
attackas. These advcocates felt thet the cumilative effect of guerrills
activity could be tremendous, in that it wuld diminish the eneny's
strategic capsbilities by attacking and destroying them and by compelling
him to divert rors and more %voops to the task of protecting them, In
sum, guerrilla warfare represented the Allied capability of inflicting
dsmage to the erewmy panding an increase in thelr own regular militery
power, Fuch 2 situation pertained in Europe prior to the 154k invasions,
In Chins, the Chineass srmies remeined in being, but were completely
incapable of inflicting decisive defleats on the Jepanese invaders. This
achool of thowpht therefore considered the situstion as 1desl for large-
scele guerrilla warfare apferaﬁﬂna. They felt that to be the most effective
from the strategic point of view the guerrille units should be centrally
eontrolled from highest headquarters in Washington snd relatively free
from locel control by the Theater Commanders, Thus, they would devole
themselves exclusively to stretegic objectives ss indicsated.

The second school of thought felt th#t. under no clircumstances should
any militery units, including guerrilla units, operate in a Thester of war
without being controlled by the Theater Commander, Thir would violate
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the chein of command principle, Fwrihermore, as shown by 00 activities
both in Burope and in Chins, this school of thought tonded to consider
guarrills warfare ss an activily which must be directly co-vrdinsted with
regular military operations. Im other wor ds, they consldered it to be
mora tactical in neture than did their opponenta, It muat be tied very
closely to the advence of regular militery units,

Tn thenry the highest headquarters sccepted the axistence of gusrrilla
warfare and the employment c!_’ guerrills units, However, the foregoing basic
sonflict wes never reslly sattled and no clear-cut dectsion sade, The result
was that, especially im China, the D03 were terped guerrilile units, but
were placed under the complete conirol of the regular military cormanders,
who actuslly emwloyed them es advance regular infantry troops rather than
as true swerrilias, Thelir efficlency was impairved to that extent,

The second basic question was: shall the units be recruited exclusive-
1y from among personnel of the Americen armed forces? This proved to Le
a question sssentislly of diplomacy &nd foreign relations and was dealt
with along those lines, The basic ‘dwision was made to limit Americen
participstion to whal was called the %operational nuclel,” leaving the
tulk of the guerrillas to come from the natives in the derritory in which
the wmit was to operate, It hss slresdy been mted that in Burope this
poliey wes not too successful, since the rnatives tended to think as auch
in terms of vost-war politics es in terms of the wartime military problenms,

In China this policy led to the organization of the commendos from srong
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Chinese personnel, with the Americans limited to the role of advisers in
training and in combat operations, It cannot be consldered that this
ides worked in practieea.

PThe third basie question is related to the second one and like it
wes a diplomatic rather than & militery or organizational matter. This wasi
should the American "operational nuclei® exercise command, or should the
indigenous elements in the units do so? It was finally decided in China
thet, owing to Chinese sensitivity in the matter of soverelgnty, command
would rest with the Chinese, They were to follow Americen advice, The
result of this decision was unfortunate, since instead of settling the
problem of command snd control it merely complicated it. The Chinese
wore aware of American superiorlty in techniques and of the necessity to
listen %o American sdvice, yet were ususlly unwilling to allow elther
this superiority or this advice to influence their conduet of combat
operations,

Thus, of these three basic questions, the firal one wes a matter of
fundamental philosophy or doctrine, while the last two represent one of
the important problems and gif ficulties to be faced in waging coalitlon
warfare of any kind, Curilously enough, while the highest hesdouwarters
were willing to have Americans command regular Amsrican divisions in the
fisld, they refused to allow them to command guerrilla units., But at the
seme btime they permitted the exlstence of these units, The illoglesl
nature of this decision may bte explained by remembering that the very ildea
of guerrills warfare was not one which had gained anything resembling

universal scceptence in higher or lower military circles.
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Hany consequences rosulted from the deciaiona, or lsck of them, con-
carning the foregoing three basic questlions, and had an wmfortunate effect
on all phases of 0G affairs, In the matter of OG personnel the Americans
operated under a tremendous dimadvantage, in that they were forced to rely
on Chinese »romlses comerning parsonnel procurémant, When the Chinese
telled to live up % thelr commitments either in the metter of supplying
adequate nurbers of men or in the mattsr of supplying men of the necessary
qualifications for 0O work, there was nothing for the Americana 4o do but
to bombard both Chinese and American hesdgumrters with letters which grew
more desperzie and pleading as time went on, Faced with a Theatar order
for twsnty commandos ready for the field by Augusi 1 055 had to postpone
and chanpe training sc?za-ﬁu}.a# a number of times and had te asocept per-
agonnel who did not mwet minimem 00 standards, HYeither Chinese nor American
hesdouarters gave the project any particular support in this mattar,

The missions given the 00s, as has been indicated, were actually chiefly
tactical infantry tasks mesquerading as guerrilla warfaras. Despite their
belng compelled to operate as infantry asssult units attacking fixed posi-
Lions, their organization and armament were not modified sccordingly.
Weapons support was either totslly ladking, as in the case of APPLE and
DLUEPERRY, or else was suppoased to (and 4id not) coms from regular Chinese
units, ar In the case of BLACKEIARY, When that support did not materislize
there was nothing the Americans could do about it, The mesult was that
the O0s were compelled, totslly unaided, %o attack a studborn, skilful, and
strongly-entrenched enemy. Thess attacks falled,
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The most dismel Fsilure was the twin attempt to combime for fleld
operations the use of Americen advisers with Chinese commanders and per-
sonnsl snd to solve the language problem by the use of interpreters. The
following excerpt from a letter to Cox from ons of the Amsricans in the
field i1lustrates this point clearly. In the ahsence of authority there
must at least be understanding, Such understanding was totally lsoking,
both from the point of view of language and from that of good relations
between the allies, The Chinese officers were ususlly unwilling to cooperate;
the Americans were always forbidden te command, Consequently, the unitfs
efficiency was seriously diminished.

"However, there are many things to be corrected, ... Very friendly
relations of the first part of the boat trip is refers to
BLACXBERRY's trip by sampan from Liuchow to the Tanchuk srea/
werse changed when the Americens started talking in terms of Ythese

Chinese?, ate, They understand that stuff like we do
'Ding How', only in the opposite sensa, Then what waz & comfortable
ride for the Chinese was 0 much more Chinese in a

country for the Americans, Then a search among Chinese troops

individually to recover loast American property didn't help.

The value of the Chennasult attitude can't be overemphasised, Tt

was suggested that there be fewer Americens inm combat. Here

very serious incidents occurred through misunderstandings, avoid-

eble by intimacy & friendship between Chinese officers & men, &

by straightening out sboul who's to tske commands fyom whom, The

Americans can't command directly on the field -« 1, Chiness officers

already have thelr orders, 2. The circuit American - interpreter -

Chinese officer - interpreter - Aimerican is too easily broken in

combat. 3, 7The Ch, officers threaten to shoot the soldier who

follows the Americen rather than himsslf, My impression was that
the vhole thing should be made clesr before action & then cut the
apron strings., This mesane that the Ch, officersz have to be made

damned certaln of, before they would take off completely on their
own, Again - the matier of Ch, & Am, not knowlng each other,

Contrary to this is the isolated story of a Chinese officer having

mmpletel& lasting confidence in the American, but this is excep-

tional "
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1. MW "Doo® ( r Johu B, Emblet, !(G) teﬁ 'ﬁolﬁnﬁ' (Cox),
| dated 7 August 19 Ss in ,

055 Archives - Kunming.

00.0P,7, - BANARA Operation, Yolder f?. )

The foregoing statsmants are bem out Uy the ﬂ:llw!.n: o
doouments and radiograms, %o be found in the folders indicated.
*Conclusions® on Tanchuk Opsration, wndated, in

0838 Archives - Kumming.

00,0P,T. BANANA Operation: Folder 09:-

Radiogram, Cox to APPIE amd BLUEBERRY, ¢ August 19&5,
Radlogram, Cox Lo PLAOKBERRY (REAR), i3 Augnst 1945, in

- 0885 Archives - Kumiing.
mchSQ Oplrlﬂon SLACKBERRY. ’Qlar n'.

1%

1. Report by APRICOT on Taachuk Operation, dated 8 August 1915, in
088 Archives - Kunming.
00.0P.7, BANANA opmuon. Folder #9.

2. Heport Gy BAXAN on Tenchuk Operstien, uo date, in
058 Archives - Kumuing,
mum."_o BANANA Oplﬂtion. Tolder #9. .

3. Cox to APPLE, BLACKBERKY, ar;mr, no date, in
088 Archives - KEunaing. ,
0G.0P.5, Operation BLACKEERRY, Yolder #1,

4
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‘merican reaction to this state of effairs, in addition %o that indicated
shove, wus to press for some form of reorgsniszation and for a decision to
use the 70s according to what was ostensibly thelr original purpose. The
author of the August 8 APRICOT weport on the Tanchuk operatlon recommended
that the nurber of American and interpreter personnel bs reduced "to two
officers and hh EM, 2 ixrberpreters."l BANANA's %nior.ﬁmxiean Qffcor con-
sidered in his report that the ldeal solution would be to remove 211 the
Chinese 00 officers and replace them with Americans who weuld "assume full
command % responsibility.” Falling this he would "1limit Arerican personnel
to 4 a.e 8llowing Chinese Offlcers o exert full command & responsibility for
all actianx.”a And Cox wrote what might well be considered & fitting eg:ita;:h‘
for the entire 00 project in China,
H#OnC NOW CONVINCED COMMANDOS OPERATE PEST SINOLY AD CUERRILLAS
PN RESULTS THUS FAR OBTAINED INDICATE CHIWEST SCLDTERS WILL FICHT
BRAVELY CMA COOPERATION OF CHINESE OFFICERS DEPENDERT ENTIRFLY
OH BYLATIONS OF CHINESE AMD AMERICANS D YOU MUST REMEMBYR THAT
JAPS NG IN ARE DAMN TOUCGH PD RECOMMEND YOU DO HOT ATTACK PORTIFIED
POSITIONS UNLESS YOU HAVE COOMPIETE SUAPRISE OR 3 T0 1 SUPERICRITY
P} COMCENTRATE ON PATROLS CMA ENEMY QOLUMNS CHMA SUPPLY LINES CHA
ETC PO
As 1t was the Chinese Conbat Command (CCC) &nd the Chinese themselves who had
ordered the type of mimsion in which the 00s wers to atteck fortified posi-

tions, it is rather irenic that at the very end of the war they should have
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dectded that the commandos operated beat aa guerrilla bands and that they
should aoncentrate on true guerrilla tavgets, As for "cooperation,” we
have sesn what results that brought.

The principal emphasia in this ssries of papers has besn on the 00
operations in China. The 035 put & tremendous smount of devotion and
effort into the project, but did not succeed in its aims, The Japanese
ware not hampsred particularly from elther a strategic or a tactical point
of view, OO attacke on Japanese positions fsiled, (0 attacks did not
disturb in sny particular way a Jspaness withdrawal which was being carried
out according to plan,

#hoever must judge the results of the effort must do so only alter
teking into consideration the situation in China and the enswers to the
three basic questions discusseed at the baginning of this section., The
008 sppeasred on the scens late in the war, too lats, in realily, to have
any decisive effect on the course of operstions or, 23 has been indlceted,
on the smwooth accomnlighment by the Javanese of thelr withdrawals fo the
cast and north, That the OOs did appear %o lazte wss not thelr falt, since
higher heedousriers delayed for so long & decision to employ them. The
fallure to snswer the firat of ithe three basie quessztions csusedthe O00s Lo
have to oparste under & vast handicap, 7The unrealistic snawers given to
the other two basic questions made 1% impossible for the commandos to perform
efficiently under any situstion whatsosver, Basleally, therefore, the 0S8
was given a large reaponsibility, but wasz denled the freadom and suthority

racessary Lo fulfil that responsibility and was saddled with unrealistio
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and impossible restrictions on the activities of ite OO units, While it
is truve that the wéging of rodern werfare, with its combination of regular
and guerrilla operaticns, is & difficult art, end while it is true that
the waging of warfare by coalition presents many complex problems, it is
evident that the planners ignored, either partislly or completely, the
reslities and tended to glve half-snswers to very important cuestions,

It is ragrettable that the industry and valor of Cox, his associates at
the training camps, and his men in the field ghould not have bean better
utiliged, It is indeed dm;bl:% fortunate that none of them were killed in

this veln cause,
M, BIBLIOURAPHICAL ROTE

The study of the 085 Operationsl Groups activitles im China during
World War II is sasy in some respects and hard in others. There is materisl
readily aveilable in sbundsnce on some topics, while documenis on others
are scarce and incomplete. It is difficult for the purposes of this note
to classify this material from either a toplcal or & chrowologlesl view-
point, since the contents of the document folders rarely correspond exactly
with their titles., Por example, slthough a title may indicate that the
folder deals with BLUEBERRY, the rsader will find in that folder meterial
on various other subjscts. Each folder must thersfore be inventorled with
care, lest important documents be overloocked, The topieal titles cennot

be regardsd a3 anything more than incomplete and tentatlve.
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In genersl, the most complete documentary material avsilable lies

in the planning snd operational field, while the toples the most unsat-

isfectorily covered are those of administration, supply, finance, and

othar such matters, It hae been fortunate, therefore, that the emphasis

of the pressnt series of papers has been on precisely those aspects for

the study of which the most documents are availatle., It would be ldesl

to have the entire supply of documents or the 00 project in China come

pletely reclessified in a more rational menner, sccording te subject matter,

and to have it competently cross-indexed,

The following is & 1list, with notations, of the materisl used in this

51:«11{33‘ »

I. Becondary Sources:

1.

War Beport, Office of Strategic Services (085), Prepared by
HElstory Project, Strategie«‘ggrﬁces Unit, Office of the
Assistant Secretary of War, War Department, Washington, D.C.,
Printed by 1.8, Government Printing 0ffice, Department of
State Service Office, July, 19Lh9, Two Volumes, (Volume I:
Washington Orgenization; Volume II: Operations in the Field)

These well-known volumes glve & comprehensive sccount of both
the Washington and overseas sctivities of 053, The first
volume contains many transeripts of important documents, which
are vitsl for any anzlysis of plamning for unorthodox warfare.
This work wasz used extensively in the preparation of Paper
Number I of this series, in particular Volume I. Study of
Volume II 1s essential for an introduction to 0SS oversess
operations, simse it gives briaf accounts of planning snd
operations in sll the fields in which 088 was active, Limita-
tions of space prevent any extended treatment of selected
operations. It iz unfortunate that the work es 2 whole

tends to lay stress upon the positive and successful accomplishe
ments of 083, while glesasing over, zlthough admitting the
existence of, problems and failures, It is equally unfortunate
that no indication of sources iam given., In sum, while this
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ke

book is extremely useful, and while ites character and approach
should not be equated with Parson Weems' life of George
Washington, it is essentielly sn uncritical plece of work,

Its internal orgamiszation has led to & certein mmount of
rapetitiousnsas,

055 Archdves = dashington,
i3, Washington - History Branch.
Washington - 0G Hiatory.

This is & fairly long history of the Operstionsl Grcup Comand
from its origins to the concluslon sf operations in Barope., 1%
appears to be smong the materdsl from which the sections in the
ar ﬁaggrb on 00 activitica were written, Contelns a few refers
ences to docmuments, UDevoles comsidersble space to sarly plans
and decisions and te acosants of oparatiocns ian Burope, Particu-
l2rly valuable as sm extended Intreduction to the subject,
Critics]l asm well as chronologlcsl,

088 Archives - {umming,
0G.0P.2, U85/0persticnal Group Command,
History of Operations in Chins.

This i3 & nine-page historical report oa the Chinsse Jurmandos,.
Written by the commanding officer of the O0s, Alfred 7. Cox, Li.
Gole., Inf,, snd addressed to the Companding Ceneral, United States
Forces, China ¥heatsr, 7 Jctober 1945, im response to & require-
mont that all branches submit historical reportz of their sciivie
tles, Contsing no references to docaments. Covers briefly all
phases of the U0 project., A virtuslly amecriilcel, chronclogieal
summary. Study of this report is essentisl &s an introduntion

ho OO activities in China.

035 Archives - Washingion.
218, C(HIRA =~ Chinese Gommandss,

Contains an 00 history similar to Cox®s report {(#I,3 sbove),
¥o ordginal documenis except a2 collection of photograghs of
00 activities,

II. Primary Souress:

1.

033 Archives - Washington,
ﬂir. m-hlh EHE 2‘ Jm. 22};-

Containa staff studles, oariespondence, workimg papevs, and
the final text of JCS 245, "Specisl Militery Plan for U.S,
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1%

Psychologlcal Warfare Operations Agalnst the Jepanese Within
the Asistic Theater®, March, 1943, together with a summary of
088 operations in the Far Esst {two pages), written sometime
in 19Lk, Study of thie folder is essential for informetion
on plens for the use of psychologicel weriarae.

038 Archives = Xunming,

Reg,0F .3,

Subj: PSYCHOLOOICAL WARFARE BOARD
(W Infar mtion)o 108,

Contzins & limited nuwber of rediogrems and letters concerning
general psychologicel warfars in the Far Easb. Valuasbls chiefly
for the {hins Theater dirsctives on the subject, While these
contain mothing on 00 mastters, they do revesl the concepts
according Lo which wnorthodox warfare was to be organised and
waged in the China Theater, The value of this folder 1s thus
limited and lies chisfly in the realm of "background®” informe-
tion.

DES Archives - Eumming,
053,0P1.
Theater Directivea,

Contains an incomplete file of directives and letters issued
by the following authorities in the Chima Theater during the
period February - September 1945: U.5. Forces; Chinese Combat
Command; Tactical Headgquarters, U.B, Farces. Contains the
following documents important for a stady of 00 (and 0S5S)
plans and activities: Operationdl Directive No. 10 {to 088
regarding the organisation of, suthority for the 00 units);
domments concerning the orgenization and role of the Chinese
Combat Command;y letters amd directives governing Americen -
Chinese relstiome and the rols of Interpreting officers,

088 Archives = Chungking.
Rag.ﬂ?.l.
USF/CT, Hq. Directives. #19.

Cantains United States Forces, China Theater, directives from
Pébruery to October, 1945 {including one docwment from 19hk)}.
Of particular importance 1s Operstional Directive Ho., I (to 088},
suthoriging =nd describing 083 operations, ¥ob a complete file.

095 Archivea -~ Chungking,
Reg,0P,1,
USP/CT,. Subject Directives,
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Contains United States Forces, China Theater directives
from lete 19k to October, 19{15, on a variety of subjecis,
some of which are of interest to the atudent of 085 activi-
ties. Nobt a complete file, Many documents governing lend-
lease and other sspects of Chinese - American relations.
Valuable for background end general a&uthoriszations. Also
containg some intelligence dirsctives.

6. 088 Archives - Kunming.
Reg, 0P,1, ;
n8S €71 CGENETAL (%o 1 Och. 1945). #6&,

Coniains & file of 0S8 znd Theater and other directives to

1 Qotober 1945, This folder is essemtlal to any study of 0S8
activities in Chins during World War II. Of psrticular im-
portance iz the transcript of the January 2k, 13L5, "Clandestine
Conference No, 1%, st which the (ommanding General of the U.8,
Forces in China laid down the principles by which such gctivi-
ties would be governed.

7., 085 Archives - Kunming.
oG,0r 'lj » Qﬂestiﬂm.
Folder #22.

Contains two sets of guestions concerning 0S5 problems, The
firgt set deals with guestions srising concerning the OC
project. The second deals with intellligence gquestions con-
cerning the Nenning snd Liuchow aress, Valusble for sny
study of the early phases of the 0G project.

8, 055 Archives - Kumnming.
(58, 0P . 2.

fontains material important for any consideration of the sarly
plenning for the OC units, February, 195,

g, 085 Archives - Kunming,.
QG.QF t?‘m
0S5, CHUNOKING < LETTERS, Folder #21.

fontaing various letbers concerning 0G matters, March - Junas,
1945, Of partieular interest is the answer from Chlang to
Wedemeyer?s letter of February concerning OG organigational
matters,
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11.

12,

11,

1h.

~lle

088 Avchives - Kummingz.

m.ﬂ?.h.

Commanding Genersl - lst Psrachubte Reglment.
Folder #13.

Contzins correspondence bebween 00 headguerters and the
Thinese authorities, March - fusust, 1945, chiefly concern-
inz administrative matters, Of particular interest are the
text of the Slno-American agreement comcerning the Os and
the delineation of Chinese and Armerican responsibilities and
Cox's listing of 06 Job cualifications for the information
of the Chinese avthorities.

335 Apehives - Eunoming,
088,01, 2, BASHNESS, 0PS5O,

Gontains draft plans and cerrespondence concaerning 088
perticipation in Operation TARBONADO, Included are mens
showing phasing, areas of responsibility, and communica-
tions networks (for use during operatiocns), and charts
showlng airlift requirements and schedulesz., Valpable for
any atudy of the role in Operation CARBONADG masigned to
038,

085 Archives - Kumming,
Folder #BL « CARBONADO,
TOP SECHET. A. Beg. Op. 6.

Contalns: 055 Plans and General Corrsspendence; 85I Praject
"PBS*, and 30 Project "COUGAR®; Theater Mrectives and core
respondsnce (including the Chinese Gorbat Command, Taeticsl
Ho, snd Rear Echelon); 10th #ir Force material. Invaluahls
for any study of Operation CARBONADD,

035 Archives -~ Washington,
38 0P8 - ﬁl'ziM-

Contains 0SS orgenigation charts and some General Orders,
particularly governing organlzational metters, Theater
supply charis, command charts, and organization charts,
Important for any study of 082 astivities in the Chima
Theater.

083 Archives - Kumming,
Rag., 0P o6, :
Heotings, Commanders, through 15 Aug, (9I5). #h.
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Contains agendas and mimutea of the reguler zaetings of U.3.
Forces suthorities with the unit and organisstion commanders
in the China Theater. Valuabls for information soncerning
21l phases of the Americamm effort in Chine during 1945 and
as an introduction to the ewbject. The mimutes are, how-
ever, merely recordings of decisions md actions and are
corraespondingly brief,

15, OBS Archives - Kunming,
oG, 0r .6, OPSCOM,
Polder #7.

Containe minutes of 055 Weekly Operations Commitiee Mestings,
March - May, 19h45. Useful for a gemeral pleture of OHS
operational activities and protlems,

16, 088 Archives - Xuoming,
06,0P.7, Btaff mtm&a.
Yolder #l-

Contzing minutes of 0SS weekly Btaff Mectings, June - August,
1945, Useful for information on wvariocus problems faeced by
038,

17. 088 Archives « Eumainz,
M‘qwil!
Operational Report,

Contains OC weskly operational reports, March - August, 1945,
These are of velue in obtaining » general ides of events of
the peried,

18, O0BS3 Archives - KXnmming.
00.0P. 3%,
Monthly Report., Polder #3,

Containg instructions for preparation of monthly reports, as
well as 0G monthly reports, March - July, 1945. Valusble
for obtaining a general idea of the evenis of this period.

19, 088 Archives - Xumming,
0G.0r.1,
CHINA (o0 ‘B‘} - GPERKTIONS,

Contains 0G monthly reports, July - August, 19L5, and charts,

pholographs, and descripiive accounts comcerning 083 opers-
tions in China generally, Of gemsral interest and walue,
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20,

21,

22,

23,

2k,

25.

-1k 3~

08e Archives - Euming,
0G.0P.1.
7u5THA {Oo %B®) - REPORTS.

Containg a miscellany of materisl concerning the O0s: photo~-
graphs, charts, and reperts, Many of these sre duplicabed
slsewhers md are of but smsll general intereat.

088 Arshives - Kuaming,
0G.0P 4. OPED,
E;ldar ﬂ?.

Contains correspondence to and from the 033 Operations Of ficer
on 06 matters, March - May, 19L5, chiefly concerning sdminise
trative matters.

085 Archivesg - Kumming.
0G.0Plie
Chinese Combat Command, Polder #12,

Contalng corraspondence betwsan 055 and the CCC, Hay - Augush,
19k5, concarning 00 administrative and sowe operational
matters, The value of this folder is diminished, becsuss very
few answers to 0S5 letters are included,

088 Arehives - Kunming,
m.ﬁ?.hi »

Contains correspondence between OBS and the United States
Forces, China Thester, and the Chinese Combat Command, cone
cerning 00 metters, February « May, 1945, Of partdeuiar
interest Are the detailed commando training schedule, a
lengthy progresa report (18 May 19L5), snd & memorandum from
United States Porces to Chisng comcerning the 0G orgenization
(February, 19L5).

058 Archivee - Kumming.
00.0P,.6.
Table of Orgsnization, Folder #l16.

Contains OO table of orgenisation =nd wespone charts, with
various revisions thersof, January - March, 1945,

085 Archives - Kumming,
0G,0P.6,
Table of Equipment. Folder #l.

Contains undated tables of equipment for the 0Gs, 15hS.
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26,

27,

28.

29,

wlith

(88 Archives « Fumming.
00,0P 6.
Table of Besic Allowances, Wolder &5,

Conteing undated tebles of basic sllowsnces for the Ods,
1945,

{88 Archives - Kunming.
Gﬁ‘.ﬁi“»?.
00C = LETTERS. Folder #8,

Conteins carrespondence within 088 eoncerning 00 malters,
some coples of 0OS5S Ressarch and Development committee mect-
ings, summaries of personsl histories of several offlcers,
and 00 tebles of organisation {epproved by Donovan), Karch -
August, 1945,

0SS Archives « Kunming.
010, T,
€0, Hg.& Hg Det. Folder #22.

Contains correspondence and reports en 0G adeinistretive,
disciplinary, ste., matters, addressed by the Operationsl
Group commander Lo the Commanding Officer, Headguarters and
Headquarters Detachment, 0SB, March - July, 19L5,

058 Archivea - Nunming,
m.ﬁnvl.
Strength Reports.,

Contains Operational Groups wmorning reperts, June - September
1945, 088 sirength reports and rosters, June - Sepiember, 19&5.

088 Archives -« Kumming.
03,08 .4,
Personnsl., Folder #21.

Containg personnel correspondsnce, rosters, strength reports,
and aoms tentative 00 assigmment lists for Amoricen persomnel,
February - August, 1945, Of particulsr imterest is a repert
of information concerning the Chinese Firast Parachute Regl-
ment, dated S February 1945 (this regiment was to supply the
Chinsse personnel for the commandos),

088 Archives - Xunming.
Reg.0P,. 7. v
USR/CT CCC {Chinese Cozbat Command), #1272,
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Contains correspondence, radiograms, directives, and letters
to snd from the Chinese Combat Command on administrative

and on 00 matters, Chinese-imerican relations, end the organ-
imation of the CCC, Februsry - December, 19L5.

32, OS85 Archives - Kunming.
Rﬁg.ﬂ?.3o
Projectss BOSTON, Administration, etc, 1l9a.

Contains & largs smount of original documentary material on
the Chinese 00 project: training, pay and rations, tables
of orgsnization, tables of equipment, and press réleases,
Invelvable for any study of the 0O project.

331, 088 Archives - Kumming.
wﬁo?tél
Special Funds, Folder #11,

Contzing eaﬂiﬁeatiens‘ and other material concerning the nse
of funds, March - August, 1945. Imsufficlert meterial to be
of wore than littie walue.

3, 038 Archives » Xumming.
06,07,6.
Detschrment Lettera. Polder #12.

Containg a few letters of general imtersst concerning OG
matters, May, 19h5. Of very limited value.

35, 088 Archives - Kumming.
08.0P.6.
Training, Folder #17.

Containa & miscellansous collection of documents and preposals
concerning training, as well as items concerning tables of
equipment and other such matters, Little of thia material
concerns the 0OOs directly and much of it dates from 19Lk.

36, 085 Archives - Kunming.
0G.,0P.Se
9th Commande {Conmbet). Fll.

Contains AVOCADO's record of events (very brief), rosters of
Chinese personnel and progress and efficlency reports {incom-
3;&16‘159).

37. 085 Archives - Xumming.

00.0P .5,
2nd Commsndo { Combat). #18.
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EEG s

.

L2,

~1hibe

Contains much information, in the form of the Operation
Plan, intelligence raports, a progress report, plane-load
rosters, and a large file of radiograms to and from the
field, concerning BLUEBERRY. Folder slsc contains s file
of APPLE's radiograms to and from the field, Invsluable
for any study of 0C operations in China.

085 Archives - Eunming,
m ‘Gp L ] 7 L 4
BANANA GOperation, Folder #,

Containg sketch maps of the Tanchuk aren, casuslty liasts,
recommendations for awards and promotions, intelligence amd
operational reports, aml other documents concerning BANANA's
part in the Tanchuk operation. Invaluable for any study of
0G sctivities,

088 Archivea - Kumming,
0G,.0P,5,
10th Commando {Corbat), #1G, .

Contelne 2 few efficiency progress reports during training
period, personnel roaters, and vacancy list of 10th Commendo,

083 Archives - Kuaming,
00.0P.T.
APPLE Operstion, Folder #11.

Contains equipment packing list for re-supply, intelligence
and operational reports concerning APPLE {lst Commando),
Essential to any study of 00 operatione.

088 Archives - Eunming,
BLACKBERRY, etc, Folder #1,

Containg communications and other maps, intelligence reports,
snd intelligence directives bearize on the West River area,
Valusble for obtaining data on this area prior to APPIE's and
BLACKBERRY's arrival.

058 Archives - Xuming,
Reg,0P. 3,
Projacts: BOSTON, Operational reports & cables, 1lob,

Contains operationsl radiogrsms to and from the field, opera-
ticnal plans for APFLE, ELACKHERRY, BLUEBERRY, reports, intele
ligence material, and maps of the areas, Essential to sny
study of 00 operations,
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h3.

bk,

hs,

L6,

L7,

w7

085 Arehives - Kumming,
00.0P.4.
Polder #26, Misc,

Contains intelligence reports, enemy order of battle informee
tion, and maps of the Changsha ares, in which SLUEBERW
operated, Essentisl for any study of 00 sctivities,

088 Archives - Xurming,
06.0P6.

Contains city snd ares maps of West River valley, communicae
tioms map overlay of the area, intelligence reports, and
essential olemants of information. Essenitial to any study
of 00 asctivities,

088 Archives = KEunming.
03,07, L.
General Tu Lei Ming, Folder #1,

{(ontains progress reports and letters concerning the Chinese
commendos from Cox to the Osneral, June - August, 19L5, and

to other Chinese authorities, Valuable for getting information
on commando problems during the training period and a general
surmary of their activities in the field,

08S Archivea - Kumming.
30;(}?.12.
5 06 - APPLE, BLACKEERRY, CHERRY.

Contains several coples of a report on the airlift phase of
APPLE operation, with comments and suggestions for the future,
and several air re-supply manifests and pillots'! reports,
Augast, 19LS. Invaluable for information on this phase of

03 activities,

085 Archives - Kumming,
‘m'eptgt
Operation “BLACKBERRY*, Folder #1,

Contains radlograms to and from BLACKBERRY in the field, the
complets operation plan for BLACKBERRY, intelligence reports,
compunications diazgram, and notes on plarme movenent of BLACK-
BERRY from Chengkung airdrome to Liuchow, Essentisl to any
atudy of this operation,
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8. 0SS Archives - Kumming.
JGeOP 5,
lat Commando {Combat). #19.

Containg e fficiency progress reports, plane-loading manifests,
operation plen, and loadinz schedules for APPLE, Essentizl
to eny study of this operation.

49. 088 Archives - Kumming,
m&ap' 3'
Folder #1,

Contains a wvast miscellany of documenis coencerning 085
activities in genersl and the primarily sdministrative
aspects of the Operational Oroup Command in partieculsr,
There are several personnel rosters, strength reports,
commendations, correspoadence, intelligence directives,

etc, The chief wvalue of this folder liss in the administrae
tive field,

50. 0SS Arehives - Kunming,
O0.0PT.
Citatlions, Folder #25,

Containe recommendetions for awards for Americesn 06 per-
sonnel, with degcription of deeds to support the recommenda-
tions, July - August, 1%L%,

51. 088 Archives - Kunming,
O0.0” .1
Promotions and Cltetions, Folder #25.

Containg recommendations for promotions and for awards for
Americen GG personnel, with facts to substantliate the recom-
mendations, March - August, 1945,

III. Maps and Charts (Appendixes):

1. Tab "

These maps will serve to illustrate the genersl situation in
China in 19LL=1945, with particular reference te Operation
CAREONADQ, and should be used with Paper Number II as a whole,
particularly with Section "En {Operation "CARBONADOY and the
Projected 0SS Role Thereln) thereof,
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8. Map: "Japsnese and Chinese Held Areas in China®, 13LL.19L5,
on Knang-Chou {Canton), Chine, sheet (SE), Asla Transporta-
tion Man, Army Mep Service (First Bdition « AMS 2}, 19L3.
Scale 112,000,000,

b, Map (#5615): "Situation in Chins, 1 February 1945," Drawn
TnR& A, 0SS, from & & A, 0SS, Map Mo, 5611, BScale ls
1,000,000, Compiled from informetion supplisd by A-2, ith
A.F., snd B & &, 058,

¢. Map (#1639 HL21-16)s "Estimated Dispositions of Jepanese
hrmy Oround Forces in China, 17 February 1945,7"

d. Msp (#17805 HL21-16)s "Chine Cempaigns®, February, 1945,
Scale 114,000,000,

Source for all of these uaps: ¢€TA Map Library.
2. Tab 'B":

Thess charts will serve to show the oarganisation, persomnel,
end equipment of the Chinese Commandos and should be used
particularly with Section "F" (Operational Group Organiazation)
of Papsr Nuwber II., They will slso be of assistance im con-
nection with Sections I, J, and X (the descriptions and
analyses of Operations APPLE, BLUEBERAY, and BLACKBERRY) in
the srRme paper. '

s, Chart: Exhibit I, "National Military Council Commando"
{Orgenisation of Chinese Cowmand %), no date {probably
March, 19L5).

Source: 038 Archives = Kuoming.
0a,0P.6. Table of Organization,
Folder #154.

be Chart: Exhibit II, "Nationel Military Council Commando®™
{American Personnel), 8 March 19S5,

Source: OS5 Archives = Kumming,
08.0P .6, Table of Orgzanisation,
Fﬂldﬂ? #160

¢. Chart: Exhibit IIT, "Organization of Chiness Comrandos®
{Chinese Perasonnel), 5 March 19L5.

Bource: (5% Archives - Kwming.

0G.0?,6, Table of Organizastion.
Folder #156.
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Chart: Exhlbit IV, "lable of Orgenization and fable
of Eguipment for OGC Commend Hq, Bn Hg, Co Hq, Seciion”
(Americen Personnel)}, 19 March 19h5,

Source: 08§ Archives « Kurming.
00,0P.T. OGL = Letters,
Folder #8.

Charts; Exhibit ¥V, "Organizetion of Chinese Commendog®
{Amarican Parsonmel: Headquarters and Headquarters Company),
no date {probshly Merch, 19h5),

Sowrce: OS85 Archives - Kunming.
03,0P.6, Table of Organiaation,
Folder #15.

% Tab "ot

These maps will serve to iliustrete the operastions of 00 unit
APPLE and should be used in conjuaction with the study of Paper
Number II, Sectfion I (00 Operation WAPPLEY, July - Angust,
1945), Map "a.® immediately below will show the general area
of Chins in which all the 00 nnits operated, It should be
compared with the maps in Tab 7"A" for assessment of Japenese
strength and dlsposition and for sppreciation of the Japanese
and Chisese held arsas, On this mep are outlined, for purposes
of orientation, the areas covered, as indicated, by the largere
scale maps ussd in Tabs "OR, DR, and "E", The purposs of the
large=ascale maps is to show the type of terrain inm which the
O0s operated and to indicale the piaces in which they were
found and the routes over which they traveled, Except where
they cannot be identified, place-nemes and routes of sigmifie
gance are, respectively, underlined and cutlined in red.

B,

be

o,

de

Kap: Kusng=Chou (Cmton', China, sheet (SE), Asia Transportae
tion Mep, Army Map Service (First Edition - AMS 2), 19L3.
Seeles  1:2,000,000,

%z Tstang-wa, China, Sheet, China Proper, SW (Sheet F L9 D,
AMS Berles 1L582). Printed by Army Msp Service, Corps of
Engineers {Second Edition - AMS), Scale 11250,000.

Mapt Leeting, Chins, Sheet, China Proper, $W (fheet F L9 J,
AMS Series L582). Printed by Army Map Service, Corps of
Engineers (Second Edition - AMS), Scale 1:250,000,

#ep: Tlienepai, China, Sheet, China Proper, SW (Sheet F L9 P,
EMS Series 1582), Printed by Army Yep Servics, Corps of
Engineers (Second Edition - AMS), Seale 1:250,000.
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@. Yap: San~shul, Chine, Sheet, China ’roper, SE (Shest
71, ANMS Serles L581), Printed by Army Map Service, Corps
of Bnginsers (Third Edition - AM3). Scale 1:250,000.

f. Hap: T'aleshan, Chins, Sheet, China Proper, 5E (Shest
33‘,' AMS Seriss L581), Printed by irmy Msp Service, Corps
of Engineers (Fifth Edition - AMS). Scale 1:250,000.

4. Maps Ch'ih-Ch'i, China, Sheet, Chine Proper, SE {Sheet
'58}:' ¥S Series L58l). Printed by drmy ¥ap Service, Gorps
of Engineers (Third Edition - AMS), Scale 1:250,000.

Source for sll of these mapst CIA vﬁ&p Library.
h Tab "

These maps will serve to illustrate the operations of OO
unit BLURBERRY. See comment under Tab “"(", which applies
ecnally te the wmeps under Tab "DF,

a, Jee Tab ®{®, item a, above.

b. HMap: Heng-yang (Heng=chow), China, Shwet, China Proper,
ﬁg(smeiz 53, AMS Series 158l). Printed by Avmy Msp
Service, Corps of Englneers (Third Edition - AMS), Scale
13250,{)&0'

¢. Map:r Hslangetan (Siang-tan}), China, Sheet, China Proper,
SE (Sheset L3, AMC Serdes 1581), Printed by Arsy Map
Service, Corps of Engineers (Third Edition - AMS). BScale
1!250,90&&

d. Map: Chisngeshe, China, Sheet, China Proper, SE (Zheet
33, AMS Series [581), Printed by Army Map Service, Corps
of Engineers (Third Edition - AM8), Soale 1:250,000.

e, Map: Shso-yang (Packing), Ching, Sheet, China Proper,
54 (Sheet G L9 D, AHS Series 1582). Printed by Army Map
Serviee, Carps of Engirsers {Second Edition - AMS).
Scale 1:250,000.

fBource for all of these maps: CIA Men Library.

5. Tab "E%:
These maps and skeiches will serve to illustrate the operations
of 0G umit BLACKBERRY (APRICOT, AVOCADG, BAMAMA). Bee comment

under Teb ¥Cr, which applliez equally to the maps and sketches
under Tab *E®,
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a, Ses Tab "C®, item &, above.

b. Map: Ha=pling (ILiuchow), China, Sheet, {ina Proper, S
'('gﬁeat ¢ 19 T, AMS Series L582). Printed by drwy Map
Service, forps of Fngineers (Second Fdition - AMS).
Seale 11250,000.,

Co : Wi-Es¥an, China, Shest, China Proper, SW (Sheet
: 19 B, AMS Series 1582), Printed by Army Map Service,

Corps of Engineers (Becond Editdon - m}. Scale 131250,000,

d, Mant Zuelepting, China Sheet, China Proper, 5% {Sheel
N9, ¢, A¥5 Series 1‘582&, ppinted by Army Mep Service,
corps of Engineers (Second Edition - AS), Scale 1:250,0004

e, Detailed military and topogrsphical situstion sketch map
of the Tenchuk, Chine, erea, August, 19L5 (Item I).

£, Datailed militery sketch map of Fill #};, Tanchuk, Chins,
August, 1945 (Item II), APRICOT attack.

7. Dstailed military sketch map of the swmit of Hill #L and
she Jupanese defenses thereon, Tanchuk, China, August, 19L5
{Ttem ITT). APRICOT attack,

h, Dstoiled militsry skeich map of the action of BANANA ab
Tanchuk, China, Auguet, 1945,

Source for Mans a., B., C., 80d ds immedistely above: CIA Map
Library.

Source for Sketch Maps 8., fey ey ard h, lmmediately aboves
085 Archives - Kwming.

on,or,7. - BANENA Oparation.
Tolder #9.
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